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Tuesday, 14 November 1989

THE SPEAKER (Mr Barnett) cook the Chair at 2.15 pm, and read prayers.

PETITION - G RAYLANDS HOSPITAL
Prison/Forensic Unit - Establishment Opposition

MR H-ASSELL (Cottesloc) (2.18 pm]: I present the following petition -

To: The H-onourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned respectfully showeth:
That the community is extremely concerned about Government plans to establish at
Graylarids Hospital a prison/forensic unit for mentally disordered offenders and
persons who have commritted serious offences but have been found "not guilty" by
reason of insanity, particularly because such unit will now be in the heart of a
residential area and close to a public primary school and private college and therefore
your petitioners humbly request that:-
1. Plans to establish the prison/forensic unit be abandoned forthwith; and
2. Any future plan to open a prison/forensic unit within a populous suburb and

next to schools and playgrounds be fully discussed with and justified to the
community and A relevant authorities and interests before such future
decision is made.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 57 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 87.]

PETITION - SAND PATCH WATERS, ALBANY AREA
Effluent and Industrial Waste Disposal - Opposition

MR WATT (Albany) (2.20 pm]: I have a petition presented by a group of people, most of
whom are professional fishermen and their wives, in the following terms -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We the undersigned oppose the discharge of effluent and industrial waste into the
water off the Sand Patch West of Albany.
With these waters being a major catching area for Salmon, Herring, Mulies and also
recognised as a Breeding Ground for Roes' Abalone, we feel that to pollute these
waters with any discharge will adversely affect the livelihood of those fishermen who
rely on fish stocks in the area.
We ask that the Parliament ensure that
(i) There is no reduction of Fish Stocks caused by discharge of waste material,

and
(ii) Compensation is provided for any reduction in our livelihood as a result of

any such waste discharge.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 24 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
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The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 88.]

PETITION - LAND
Leda - Development Opposition

MR KIERATH (Riverton) (2.22 pm]: I have a petition couched in the following terms -

To the Honourable Minister of Planning, the Speaker and Members of the Legislative
Assembly.

We the undersigned residents of* Western Australia call upon the State Government to
halt all further development of the Leda area until a large, viable conservation reserve
has been established, to include;

A. The entire western limestone ridge and surrounding slopes

B. The wetland chain

C. Corridors connecting the adjacent reserves

D. A large. compact area, including the System 6 area (M 104) to ensure the
preservation of the local bushland.

And your petitioners, as in duty bound will ever pray.
The petition bears 118 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.

[See petition No 89.]

PETITION - ABORTION

Unborn Babies - Protection Legislation
MR MacKINNON (Jandakot - Leader of the Opposition) [2.23 pm]: I have a petition
couched in the following ternms -

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly in
Parliament assembled.

The humble Petition of the undersigned citizens of Western Australia showeth:

That every abortion kills an unborn baby

That the Right to Life of all human beings is the most fundamental and
essential of all human rights
That unborn babies are the most helpless and defenceless humans, whom our
government is duty bound to rake extra steps to protect

That since 1980, over 55,000 Western Australian babies have been killed in
abortion, thus indicating the need to uphold the Law protecting unborn babies
in this State

That government be asked to uphold, enforce, and tighten W.A. Law to stop
the abuses which are obvious by the above, and to use all the means at its
disposal to protect the Right to Life of all Western Australian babies.

And your Petitioners as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 22 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.

[See petition No 90.1
PETITION - LIQUOR LICENSING ACT

Amendment Request - Licensed Stores Sunday Trading Hours Option

MR KIERATH (Riverton) [2.24 pm]: I have a petition couched in the following terms -
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To: The Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We the undersigned request that the Liquor Licensing Act 1988 be amended to allow
Licensed Stores the option to trade on Sunday between noon and 9.Opm.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound Will ever pray.

The petition bears 168 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 91.]

PETITION - POLICE STATION
Riverton- Willenton-Lynwood Area - Establishment Request

MR KIERATH (Riverton) (2.25 pm]: I have a petition couched in the following terms -

To the Honourable Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We the undersigned hereby petition that a Police Station be established within the
RivertonWilletton/Lynwood area and so increase the safety and well-being of the
residents in the community.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 15 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 92.]

PETITION - DAYLIGHT SAVING
Western Australia - Opposition

MR KIERATH (Riverton) [2.26 pm]: I have a petition couched in the following trmns -

To the Honourable Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We the undersigned hereby petition that daylight saving not be introduced through
legislation in the State of Western Australia.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 45 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: [ direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 93.]

PETITION - TRANSPERTH BUS SERVICE
Rossmoyne-Shelley-Riverwon Forum Shopping Precinct - Service Request

MR KIERATH (Riverton) [2.27 pm]: I have a petition couched in the following terms -
To the Honourable Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the
Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We the undersigned hereby petition that a Transperth bus service be provided for the
people in Rossmoyne/Shelley to the Riverton Forum Shopping precinct thereby
allowing access to transport travelling along the High Road, Riverton, commercial
centre.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.
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The petition bears 15 signatures and I certify' that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.

[See petition No 94.]

MOTION - CONDOLENCE
The Late Mr Trevor Owens

MR PEARCE (Armadale - Leader of the House) [2.29 pm] - by leave: [ move -

That this House notes with regret the death of Trevor Owens. who served the House
faithfully for many years, and expresses its condolences to his family.

Members will recall that Trevor served for some years in the Parliament House dining room
and later on the south entrance door. He sadly and unexpectedly passed away on Saturday.
Trevor was unfailing in his courtesy to members of Parliament and to members of the public.
Over many years he brought a great deal of dignity to this place, and I think the careful and
unfailingly courteous attention he gave to his duties will be sadly mnissed by all members. I
know that all members on this side who heard today of his death were greatly shocked, and I
know that this will be the case for members of the House generally. It would be unfortunate
if we were to let this occasion pass without noting our regret at his death and expressing our
condolences to his family.

Trevor started work at Parliament House in July 1969. He resigned in 1971 but
recomnmenced work in 1979 in the dining room. He was appointed an attendant and worked
on the south entrance from 7 September 1987 until his death last Saturday. Trevor served the
House for a total of 13 years and three and a half months. Every last day of that service had a
dignity of which members of this House might well be proud.

Members: Hear, hear!

I'VR MacKINNON (Jandakot - Leader of the Opposition) [2.31 pm]: I[support the motion
moved by die Leader of the House. Trevor Owens was a man who served this Parliament
well. I know that members on both sides of Parliament are grieved by his departure from this
Earth.

Trevor was born in 1927 in Dwellingup and worked for some time for Sandovers before
moving to Lancelin where he entered the hospitality industry. As the Leader of the House
indicated, Trevor then had a short stint at Parliament House before resigning and then
resuming work here in 1979. Trevor was known to me outside of Parliament. I knew his
sister, Nola, very well; he has two other sisters and I know they are a very close family and
were also saddened and shocked by his death. Trevor will be missed by us all, and on behalf
of the Opposition I support without reservation the words of the Leader of the House and
extend to Trevor's family our condolences in their hour of sadness.

MR COWAN (Merredin - Leader of the National Party) [2.32 pm]: Members of the
National Party join with the Government and the Liberal Party in supporting this condolence
motion. Members of the National Party found Trevor to be an exceptional person when he
worked as a steward in the dining room. National Party members also found that when he
chose to become an attendant he was able to maintain the fine tradition of every attendant at
the southern entrance in that he was the only person who ever knew when the House was
likely to rise because the Ministers would send a note to him to invite the drivers to return to
transport them home.

The National Party conveys its sincere condolences to members of Trevor's family and joins
with the other parties in support of this motion.
MR THOMPSON (Darling Range) [2.34 pm]: I wish to express my regret at the passing of
Trevor Owens. As has been said, he served this Parliament for a long time with effect and
courtesy. For a brief period while I was the Speaker he was my personal attendant and I
developed a very close relationship with hint It is with sadness I note his passing and I
extend my condolences to members of his family.

Question passed, members standing.
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FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION AND AUDIT ACT - REPORT TABLING

Local Government Superannuation Board - Extension of Time

The SPEAKER: I have been informed of the following ministrial approval for an extension
of time for the presentation of annual reports in accordance with the Financial Administration
and Audit Act 1985 -

The Minister for Local Government -

Local Government Superannuation Board.

I table the relevant correspondence.

[See paper No 545.]

MATTER OF PUBLIC IMPORTANCE - AIDS CONTROL

Legislation Enforcement - Government Failure

THE SPEAKER (Mr Barnett): Within the appropriate time I received a letter from the
member for Cottesloe seeking to debate as a matter of public importance the Government's
failure to use or enforce existing laws to stop the spread of AIDS by some people and its
failure to present Parliament with proper and responsible laws dealing with this problem.

[Five members rose in their places.]

The SPEAKER: In accordance with the Sessional Order, half an hour will be allocated to
each side of the House for the purpose of this debate.

MR HASSELL (Coutesloe) [2.38 pmn]: I move -

That this House condemns the Government as dangerously irresponsible in -

(a) failing to use or enforce existing laws to stop the spread of AIDS by
some people wilfully putting the lives of others at risk,

(b) failing to present to Parliament proper and responsible laws to deal
with this problem, and

(c) deliberately delaying action on this urgent issue.

This motion is brought forward as a result of the Minister for Health's announcement last
week that he would not proceed with legislation dealing with people who wilfully and
recklessly put the lives of others at risk by continuing their unabated sexual activities while
they are carriers of the deadly disease AIDS.
While the Opposition clearly indicated that the legislation the Minister proposed and publicly
announced some months ago was inadequate, it was nevertheless desirable for it to be
brought forward to enable the issues involved to be considered and to enable the Opposition
to put forward amendments to make the legislation effective. The Government, however, has
hand-balled the issue to the Select Commnittee, which is not a Select Commnittee on AIDS
generally but is a Select Comnmittee examining the Commnonwealth's White Paper on AIDS.
In doing so, the Governiment has refused to address its responsibilities in relation to a small
group of people who are in effect condemning a number of innocent people to death by
infecting them with AIDS through their activities. According to all known medical evidence
people who contract the I-fl virus eventually die- This disease is both deadly and horrible.
It is important to relate how the present situation came about. Some months ago a Health
Department report entitled "Report on Recalcitrants" became public, principally through the
Sunday Times but also through other public comment. [ will not use any names' other than
those of the staff and the doctors referred to. The document reads -

The first patient we knew of that could be categorised as Recalcitrant was ... This
person was Pos [HIV on 6/1/86 and came to this clinic on 9/4/87 with gonorrhoea.
On lO0//8 ... camne to our attention. He had gonorrhoea and had many contacts,
this patient was Pos [DV 14/5/87.

Then . .. presented with gonorrhoea and he was Pos IfY in September 1986. It was
this person that prompted the clinic to submit a report to the Commissioner.*
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In June 1987 a report was forwarded to the Commissioner expressing our anxiety
regarding the number of Pos HIV patients that were contracting venereal diseases,
thus indicating that safe sex was not being considered by these patients. This report
was signed by all the Clinic Staff, as they were concerned for other people's safety
and for patients who had already expressed their concern at the recalcitrants'
behaviour.
On the 20/9/87 Dr Sesnan issued a request that contact tracing on HT V Pos patients
was to commence officially with his sanction.
20/9/87 Report on ... presented by Mr Ross to Dr Sesnan and forwarded to the
Commissioner.
On 30/8/88 Dr Sesnan had arranged for a meeting between ourselves and
Immuunology to discuss mutual patients who could be classified as recalcitrant. In this
time .. . had since repeated his G/C infection on 30/5/88 and ... was still having
multiple sex partners in toilet blocks.
A report on eleven patients was drawn up by myself. This was then reduced to seven
by Dr McCloskey and reports were submitted on these to the Meeting on 21
September at 3.30 pm.
The outcome of this meeting was inconclusive and a formulated plan was still to be
presented.

I will not read the whole report from the Health Department. Towards the end the document
continues -

The report sent away in June 1987 has never been replied to by the Commissioner.
The recalcitrants in the context of the report of course refer to people who are HIV positive
and who are putting other people at risk by spreading the disease; that is, people not taking
any precautions at all. These people are known to the department. It should be noted that the
department has this suspicion when some patients present again with diseases they would
have been less likely to have caught had they been practising safe sex.
On 16 November 1987 a letter was written to Dr W. Roberts, Commissioner of Health, in the
following terms -

We, the undersigned, are concerned that people who are known to the Clinic to be
H1V antibody positive, are knowingly continuing to have unprotected sexual
intercourse.
We understand this matter has been brought to your attention in the letter of 20
October 1987. We therefore request that the issue is given urgent attention, as we
believe that the Health Department should be seen to be taking action to prevent the
spread of this disease by known cases.
J MACHIN
A/Principal Venereologist
16 November 1987

Copies of' that letter were sent to various people.

In despair, some people went public in May and June this year because of the depth of their
concemn. They were driven to go public because when the Senate Committee dealing with
this issue came to Western Australia, members of the department who wanted to speak to that
committee were suppressed. In other words, the department was trying to keep quiet any
view on what should be done other than the official line. Consultation Paper No 5 'Report of
the Working Panel on Testing for I-IVAIDS", chaired by Senator C. Puplick, reads in part -

In a number of instances. especially in Western Australia, it was clear that people who
could assist the Panel in its enquiries were discouraged or prevented from doing so by
the relevant State authorities. By contrast, two State Governments went to
considerable lengths in facilitating prison visits to assist our enquiries. We
recommend that the Minister for Community Services and Health take steps to avoid
future repetition of practices of non cooperation in an area which is far too important
to be confused or restricted by petty State concerns.

4368



[Tuesday, 14 November 1989]136

A petty State concern in this case was that somebody within the operations of the Health
Department dealing with AIDS would express a view publicly different from the official line
adopted by the department. Subsequently, that concern was reported in The West Australian
of 8 May in an article entitled "Anger at AIDS rebuff' which referred to the fact that the
department discouraged people from giving evidence in the important study which the Select
Committee is considering. Then in the Sunday Times of 28 May 1989, a major report
supported by the editorial under the heading "L18 spreading AIDS in WA, say-s doctor" read as
follows -

Six prostitutes and a dozen homosexual men are known by the Health Department to
be spreading AIDS in WA, a department doctor said yesterday.

H-e and a former senior public servant said the department was a shambles, run by
social workers instead of medical professionals.

And the departnent admitted yesterday it had the power to detain AIDS carriers who
were wilfully spreading the disease - but had not done so.

This was despite admitting it had known for two years that a handful of AIDS carriers
had deliberately had unprotected sex on hundreds of occasions.

Instead, the offenders had been "counselled".

The doctor, who cannot be identified, because he is not officially allowed to talk to
the press, said counselling was a nonsense because offenders merely gave verbal
assurances and continued with multiple, unprotected sex acts.

Following that public controversy and various other newspaper articles published at the time,
the Government rushed into print with the headline "WA to get tough new AIDS laws" on 24
June. The article by Cathy O'Leary read, in part, as follows -

Legislation will also allow anyone put at risk by someone knowingly spreading the
virus to walk into a police station and lay charges.

I make no apology for the fact that I regard the legislation proposed by the Government as
grossly inadequate because it represents a cop-out. The Government has the power under the
existing Health Act and the health regulations to do something about the persons' spreading
AIDS recklessly and without regard for the lives of other people. The Government has the
power to take real action; it refused to take action through the Health Department.

I discussed the matter with Dr McNulty who explained the same point of view held by people
responsible in this area. I have discussd this issue with many people, not only in Western
Australia but also in the Eastern States; that is, the people officially involved in the work
being done in relation to AIDS in this country.

On 31 July, the State Cabinet approved new legislation. Press release P89/236 read as
follows -

Premier Peter Dowding said today proposed legislation to be introduced in the
coming session of State Parliament would amend the Health Act to create two levels
of offences:
+ knowingly or recklessly infecting a person with the AIDS virus - maximum

penalty $20 000; and

+ a lesser offence of knowingly or recklessly putting another person at risk of
becoming infected- maximum penalty $1 000.

That was reported in The West Australian newspaper on 1 August with a headline, "Identity
protection for AIDS offenders." Many people took offence at that protection being given in
the case of people wilfully and recklessly putting other people's lives at risk.

Last week the Minister told the Daily News that he was not proceeding with the legislation,
and that he had referred it to the Select Committee. The same Minister announced to this
House on 30 August that the State Government would move for a State parliamentary Select
Commuittee to look at the implications for Western Australia on the new federal strategy on
the killer virus. He said he had written to the Opposition parties requesting their
participation. A headline in the Daily News on 9 November stated, "Wilson reneges on the
AIDS pledge." I quote from the article the following -
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The State Government has backed down on its AIDS legislation this year to protect
the public from knowingly spreading the disease.

I tell the House and the public of Western Australia that since those issues were first raised
publicly in May a small group of people were recklessly putting the Lives of others at risk
through their behaviour, nothing has changed and nothing has been done except that letters
were sent out to a couple of the suspected recalcitrants warning them that their behaviour was
not acceptable. I am told - this is a matter of hearsay and I have no documentary proof - that
one of the letters was sent to a man in Geraldton and the man was also seen and spoken to.
He has willingly persisted in his conduct and the Health Department has washed its hands of
the problem by handing it over to the local authorities.

As recently as this morning I rang a doctor to discuss the issue in general and he said that if a
tuberculosis canricr was identified in the community, immediate action would be taken. If
necessary that TB carrier would be isolated, even if it was only for a short period. That is
what would happen wit a disease that is treatable and in the majority of cases, as I
understand it, can be cured. The doctor comnmented that if a case of tuberculosis was
identified, the health machinery in Western Australia would go into operation to protect
public health, yet the situation with AIDS is that due to the attitude of the Health Department
and the inaction of the Minister, who is responsible for the department of course, no effective
action has been taken, apart from the establishment of a lot of committees, some talking and
counselling and a few letters written. One has to ask the questions, "Who it running the
Health Department and why has it adopted this reckless attitude towards the safety of the
public, and why has the Minister instructed the department not to take action?"
Public health laws in this State are very strong. In fact those laws which come from a
different era are so strong that if they were fully applied today, it would cause some
difficulties. I would have thought an amendment which was urgently needed was one to
establish the statutory right of an immediate appeal to the Supreme Court in a situation in
which persons were isolated against their will. If those persons wished to take that right, the
opportunity should exist for a person's name to be suppressed. The opportunity of this action
in a court of law, away from the health authorities, should exist so that a person may establish
that he or she is riot a risk to the rest of the community. But the Government is doing
nothing. The matter has been in the public arena for a number of months. The evidence is
not only being presented by the Opposition, it is also presented by the AIDS Council and
other bodies which are moving to help some of the homosexual victims of AIDS. These
bodies are concerned about this conduct because they are trying to bring responsibility to the
groups who are most at risk because this activity undermines their work and public
confidence in the system and is likely to lead to many unfortunate cases of AIDS infection.
Firm action is needed by the Government to treat this as a public health issue by medical
people doing what is needed to protect the public. This issue should be taken out of the
hands of the social workers and other groups in the Health Department who are not working
for proper public health protection.

IMR MINSON (Greenough) [2.56 pm]: I second and support this matter of public
importance. [ hesitated to do so because as a member of the Select Conmitee inquiring into
the implications of the Commonwealth White Paper on AIDS strategy, I should be seen to be
unbiased; however, there are a couple of very important points to be made, and the most
important is that a situation exists which is the equivalent to somebody walking down the
middle of the Hay Street Mall with a loaded revolver shooting people from ine to time. In
reality that person would never get a chance to shoot more than one person because he would
be behind bars in a very short period of time. As the member for Cottesloe so eloquently
stated, we now have the situation in which a very small group of people persist with the
incredible practice of knowingly spreading a killer disease.

As a member of the Select Committee inquiring into this matter, I take cognrisance of the fact
that the Government did not want to pre-empt the findings of the commuittee. However, I
view that with mixed feelings because on the one hand I appreciate the consideration, but on
the other hand such consideration is not appropriate: We have a situation where people are
wilfully spreading a killer disease and the Government is taking no action and has withdrawn,
or is holding up. legislation that should be put in place. If this Government and
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this Parliament waited until the Select Committee tabled its report on 30 March 1990, which
is almost six months away, it would be a long time before the appropriate legislation became
law. In the interests of the people of Western Australia that legislation should be introduced
right now.

I have mixed feelings about the Government's concern about pre-empting the findings of the
Select Committee. Any legislation can be changed at any time. Therefore if, after the
legislation has become law, the Select Committee finds that the law should be changed, it
would be in order for that Select Committee to make that finding. I am not sure that it would
not have been appropriate for Cabinet to contact the Select Committee immediately to see
whether it had any misgivings about the introduction of the legislation. It seems curious that
the Government appears to be very concerned about this legislation but does not appear to be
the slightest bit concerned that a matter in another place is going ahead without any comment.
I refer to the legislation pertaining to the decriminalisation of homosexuality. I realise that
this debate has nothing to do with the decriminalisation of homosexuality, but if the
Government, particularly the Minister, were seriously concerned about pre-empting the
decision of the Select Commnittee, it should also withdraw that legislation or at least defer it
until the Select Commnittee has tabled its findings. I commend this matter of public
importance to the House.

DR TURNBULL (Collie) [3.03 pm]: I support the motion moved by the member for
Cottesloe and seconded by the member for Greenough. I am also a member of the Select
Committee to examine the Commonwealth White Paper on AIDS strategy and to discuss any
legislative changes which are required to the Western Australian Statute. I have already
made my point very strongly on this matter: Subjects relating to that Select Committee
should not be brought before this House or another place until the Select Commuittee has
completed its activities. However, if the Government feels that legislation relating to the
decriminialisation of homosexual activities can be introduced in another place, the
Government obviously does not regard the matter as urgent. I regard as very urgent the
matter of people continuing to indulge in sexual acts while knowingly being AIDS carrers.
Also, as a general practitioner. I know full well that if there were a tuberculosis case the
whole strength of the public health system of Western Australia would come down on that
person. Under the Public Health Act the carrier would be classified as a public health risk
and would be subject to the many controls of the Public Health Department. Those controls
could even go as far as removing the person's liberty, If the Government needs to strengthen
the powers under the Act it should introduce its legislation. I fully support the motion. The
Government should not withdraw its legislation simply because it believes it should wait until
after the Select Commnittee presents its findings. The real problem is that the legislation
drafters are overloaded with too much social welfare legislation.
Mr Hassell: It did get to Cabinet because the Government made an announcement after a
Cabinet meeting in August.
Dr TURNBULL: Was it fully drafted?
Mr Hassell: I can only guess that it was, by the Government's announcement.
Dr TURNBULL: I believe the Government has overloaded this session with a huge
avalanche of social welfare legislation to distract people's attention from the energy situation,
WA Incorporated and the Treasurer's responsibility in relation to the collection of taxes to
raise urgently needed finance. I am pleased to support the motion moved by the member for
Cottesloe and I urge the Government to place its legislation on the Notice Paper where it can
be debated in this House.
MR WILSON (Dianella - Minister for Health) [3.08 pm]: The motion seeks to condemn
the Government as dangerously irresponsible. For that condemnation to be shown to have
any validity it would have to be made of every Health Minister and every State health
authority in Australia. We must not see the AIDS epidemic in Western Australia in isolation
from the rest of the country and throughout the world. The member for Cottesloe is asking
the House to condemn the Government for acting in a dangerous and irresponsible manner in
relation to the control of the spread of AIDS in this State. The Government denies that
accusation and I want to show in a systematic rebuttal of the member's claim that he,
himself, is guilty of acting in a dangerous and irresponsible manner in trying to mislead the
public of this State on the subject of AIDS.
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Mr Hassell: I quoted your own department's report.

Mr WILSON: The member for Cottesloe claims that the State Government has failed to
enforce existing laws to stop the spread of AIDS and that can be categorically denied.

The member for Contesloe is either misinformed or deliberately attempting to mislead the
House on this matter. This State has an enviable record in the control of AIDS and has made
full use of all public health strategies in proper attempts to contro the AIDS epidemic. The
department, which has been lambasted by the member for Contesloe, has made use of the
strategies of case finding, education, treatment and legislation in systematic attempts to
reduce the impact of AIDS on our community. This State was one of the first in Australia to
declare the AIDS virus infection a dangerous disease under the provisions of the Health Act
and so make it notifiable by medical practitioners. The member for Cottesloe was not aware
of this when he went on air in May this year and called on the Government to act quickly to
make AIDS a notifiable disease.

Mr Hassell I was well aware of it.

Mr WILSON: The transcript of the member's comments on that day states -

Shadow Health spokesman Bill Hassell, says the Government must have the courage
to act decisively and protect the public by classifying AIDS along with other diseases
such as Hepatitis B.

That is clear evidence that, in spite of what he says now, the member was unaware that that
was already the case and that Western Australia was a leader in Australia in taking that
action. In fact, the level of notification in this State has been extremely high relative to the
number of AIDS cases. It is about twice as high as the notification rate in New South Wales
in spite of the fact that the incidence of the disease is six times higher in New South Wales
than it is in Western Australia.

The member expressed concern that the Government had failed to use or enforce existing
laws to stop the wilful spread of AIDS. As he indicated, the Health Act allows the
Commissioner of Health to respond in a variety of ways in relation to the control of the
spread of infectious diseases when he is made aware that individuals are infected with the
dangerous disease and putting others at risk. Despite unfounded and outrageous claims made
in the newspaper the member referred to some months ago, only four cases of possible
recalcitrant behaviour have been reported to the commission. The member went to great
lengths to claim that the handling of these matters was in the hands of people he referred to as
social workers. At the same time he named Dr Sesnan and Dr Machin who work in the
sexually transmidssible diseases clinic; he also named Dr McNulty. Obviously, he is not
aware that a those people are doctors and that all of them are members of the Western
Australian AIDS advisory committee which is chaired by Dr McNulty. I know that the
member has had a discussion with Dr McNulty and I know that, during that discussion, he
tried to elucidate from Dr Mc?4ulty a view contrary to the view contained in the advice to the
Commissioner of Health and that he failed to do so. H-e is peeved not so much at the fact that
people like Dr McNulty, Dr Sesnan and Dr Machin gave wrong advice to the Commissioner
of Health, but by the fact that his will did not prevail.

Mr Court: Why don't you tell us what you are doing?

Mr WILSON: I am making the point that the claims by the member for Contesloe that the
advice provided to the Commissioner of Health was given by social workers and that the
treatment of recalcitrants is in the hands of social workers is a totally false assertion without
any justification or substantiation and that that advice is provided by venerealogists who
work at the sexually transmissible diseases clinic who are highly qualified medical specialists
in the control of venereal diseases. It needs to be made very clear that they provide the
advice to the Commissioner of Health upon which he makes his decision. We should not run
away with the idea that the advice on which the Commissioner of Health makes his decisions
is given by unnamed people from unnamed sources who have no integrity and are not aware
of the situation prevailing in Western Australia. I think that is a very important point. It
undermines a great deal of what the member for Cottesloc said. The advice that is made
available by these people of integrity who specijalise in the control of sexually transmissible
diseases and on which the commissioner bases his decision is without question. Only four
cases of possible recalcitrant behaviour have been reported from these sources to the
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Commissioner of Health and in each case the commissioner has responded by warning such
individuals by letter of the possible consequences of such behaviour. He has placed these
individuals under surveillance to ensure that their behaviour does not continue to put others at
risk. One of the individuals concerned moved to another State. However, the commffissioner
receives regular reports on the behaviour of the other three individuals from health
professionals in the Health Department. Although some of the individuals present
considerable problems of management, the reports indicated that no further action by the
commissioner was warranted. I underline the fact that the information on which the
commissioner makes his decision comes from those specialist sources.

I have had discussions with the venerealogist and with the contact tracers who work through
the clinic and who are in contact with so-called recalcitrant cases. I have had discussions
with all the people working in this area who have been mentioned by the member for
Cottesloc and they all assure me that they support the measures which are in place through
the STD) clinic and the advice which has been provided to the Commissioner of Health.
There is no question about the integrity of the advice being provided to the Commnissioner of
Health on which the Commissioner of Health makes his decisions. In spite of the intense
publicity given to the possibility of the spread of the AIDS virus by recalcitrant individuals,
no further reports of individuals putting others at risk have been made to the Commissioner
of Health. It is hard to imagine how the member for Cottesloe has conceived his opinion that
the wilful spread of AIDS is a major threat to Western Australia's society.

I am sure his concern was prompted by his reading the news item in the Sunday Times of 12
November. The short article in that newspaper quotes an unnamed Health Department source
as being concerned about the possibility of the wilful spread of the AIDS virus. One wonders
whether it was the same unnamed source who informed the Sunday Times some months ago
that there were over 13 cases of individuals wilfully spreading this disease. If the author of
this article paid attention to subsequent statements by the Commnissioner of Health it would
have been clear to him that the number of individuals who are potentially putting others at
risk was only three at that time and that a report of a fourth person was subsequently made. It
was even more extraordinary to read such misleading reporting when one considers that the
Sunday Times was inforned in detail about the facts of this situation by me and by a senior
department spokesperson on Saturday morning, 11I November. It is extraordinary that a
newspaper would choose to completely ignore the facts provided to it by official sources and
preferred instead to quote an unidentified Health Department employee who, for all we know,
is simply making it up.

The law in relation to controlling the spread of infectious disease is designed to allow the
commissioner to act when he is notified that an infected individual is putting others at risk
through wilful or reckless behaviour. A number of members have tried to draw a parallel
between this situation and the reporting of tuberculosis cases. This is a commnon theme which
some people use and one which indicates they have little idea of infectious diseases control.
Tuberculosis is contagious. Therefore, anybody within reach of a person suffering from this
disease is at risk of contracting that disease. AIDS is passed on through blood to blood
contact or through homosexual acts or by intravenous drug users. That is not a parallel which
can be validly drawn or used to support such a case.

The member claimed that the Government had failed to present to the Parliament proper and
responsible laws to deal with the problem of the wilful spread of AIDS. He should know that
the Health Act already contains provisions which allow the commissioner to isolate or restrict
the movement of individuals who threaten the lives of others through their behaviour.

Mr Hasseil: Why don't you use the provision?

Mr WILSON: The member for Cottesloe has not been in this Chamber to hear what I have
said. I excuse him from not knowing what he is talking about.
The only problem with existing legislation is that it does not allow for the imposition of lesser
penalties such as fines in a manner consistent with modem views of the legal process. It does
not mean that the commissioner cannot act to stop the spread of AIDS if he is convinced that
such action is in the public's interest. It means that the new legislative amendments which
we have formulated will allow a greater series of punitive actions to be taken in cases where
infected individuals put others at risk or cause others to be infected.



In referring to the concerns of the AIDS Council the member for Cortesloe is misleading ihe
House. I have had several discussions with representatives from the AIDS Council on this
matter. The council is also represented on the AIDS advisory committee, but it has made it
clear to me through that committee and through conversations, that it is fully satisfied with
the actions being taken by the Commissioner for Health on the advice of specialists.
I advise the member for Collie that a member of the AIDS advisory committee is a
representative of the Australian Medical Association. The committee is fully representative
of medical opinion and specialist opinion in this area in Western Australia. The committee
has conveyed to me, through its chairman, Dr McNulty, that it has full confidence in the way
in which the Health Department, which is responsible to the Minister for Health, is acting
with respect to recalcitrant behaviour by AIDS victims.
Amendments to the Health Act were to be presented to the Parliament, but it was believed by
Cabinet that it was proper that the Select Commnittee be given the opportunity to review such
amendments in association with other recommendations of the Corrunonwealth White Paper.
Therefore, Cabinet requested that I refer the newly formulated legislative amendments to the
Parliamentary Select Committee for consideration. It appears that the member for Cottesloe,
the member for Greenough and the member for Collie - the latter two are members of the
Select Commuittee - believe that the Select Commnittee, should be denied the opportunity to
comment on the proposed amendments. I am surprised about that because normally an
Opposition would welcome with open arms an opportunity to comment on draft legislation
prior to its introduction into the Parliament. Often the Opposition complains if that
opportunity is not made available to it.
Dr Tumbull: What about the homosexual decuiminalisation legislation?
Mir WILSON: If the member for Collie is concerned that that legislation should be referred
to the Select Commuittee, the Opposition in the upper House has the numbers to ensure that
occurs.
Dr Turnbull: You introduced it.

Mr WILSON: If the member feels so strongly about it, the Liberal Party and the National
Party in the upper House have the numbers to ensure that prior to the Bill being considered
further by that House it be referred to the Select Committee. I am sure if those parties could
reach agreement between themselves and Mr Foss the Bill, presumably in its amended form,
could be referred to the Select Comnmittee. It is no use the member for Collie haranguing me
about that opportunity not being available. She should talk to her members in the upper
House to ensure that is done.

Several members interjected.

Mr Minson: The Government is worried about it.
Mr WIILSON: Both the member for Collie and the member for Greenough have said on
previous occasions - the member-for Collie repeated it this afternoon in this House - that they
were worried about pre-empting the comnmittee's decisions because the Bill to decrimninalise
homosexual acts between consenting adults was not referred to the commnittee. Members
opposite need to get their members in the upper House to work together and then they may be
able to make some progress along the lines they feel so strongly about.
Several members interjected.
Dr Turnbull: It is a conscience vote?

Mr WIOLSON: Is it?
Dr Turnbull: That is what you are saying.
Mr WELSON: I thought the Opposition was saying that. We are not saying that at all.
Dr Turnbull: We know how we will vote.
Mr WIILSON: Therefore, it is not a conscience vote for your members.
Several members interjected.
Mr WILSON: I am sure if members opposite talk to Mr Foss about it he will explain it to
them rationally because I understand he has a fully rational point of view on this matter.
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The member for Cottesloc claimed that Cabinet had deliberately delayed action on this urgent
issue. I put it to him that this Government has done more than any other Government in
Australia to work in a timely and responsible way to control the spread of the AIDS virus.

This State has a reputation throughout the nation for energetic and effective efforts to control
the spread of the AIDS epidemic through education, medical treatment, case finding,
regulation and legislation. No Government can guarantee an individual that their next sex
partner will not put them in danger of infection from the AIDS virs. As the number of
infected individuals increases so the risk of infection to a person taking a new sex partner will
increase. *The careful application of public health strategies in Western Australia has resulted
in the problem of recalcitrant spread being as low as any State in the country. I am assured
that the Department of Health will continue to apply all appropriate public health strategies to
protect the people of Western Australia from the risk posed by the AIDS epidemic.
Scaremongering and exaggeration serve only to create public panic and private anxiety.

Mr Hassell: You are reading what the department has prepared for you - the very people who
failed to act!

Mr WILSON: These are the people advising the Commissioner of Health and mentioned by
the member for Cottesloe in his comments. They are the specialists in control of sexually
transmissible diseases. The member for Cottesloc can provide no substance for any argument
he brings before this House.

Mr Hassell: You are the Minister! You are responsible, but you failed to advise -

The SPEAKER: Order! I ask the member for Contesloe to give the same sort of
consideration to the Minister as he was given when on his feet.

Mr WILSON: I do not expect that from the member for Cottesloe. He is guilty of
irresponsible and dangerous action in trying to destroy public confidence in public health
institutions of this State. It is he who deserves to be condemned, The Government rejects the
motion.

DR WATSON (Kenwick) [3.35 pm]: I am proud to have been appointed by this Parliament
as Chairman of the Select Commuittee to establish ways and means of implementing the
recommendations of the national White Paper on prevention of H[V and AIDS. This is a
serious task seeking tripartite consensus for the examination and implementation of those
recommendations. It is true, as the member for Collie said, that a large part of our
considerations will focus on legislation which requires amendment. That legislation includes
not only the Health Act but also the following Acts: Occupational Health, Safety and
Welfare Act; Workers' Compensation and Assistance Act; Police Act, with regard to
prostitution; Contraceptives Act; Blood Donation (Limitation of Liability) Act; Blood and
Tissue (Transmissible Diseases) Regulations of the Health Act; Artificial Conception Act; the
Criminal Code also, with regard to prostitution; and the Equal Opportunity Act, where it
should refer to discrimination against people who have H-IV or AIDS.

Today's debate focuses on a section of the Health Act which was proposed to be amended
and which relates to people who knowingly and recklessly spread the disease. The member
for Collie and the member for Greenough have knowingly and recklessly changed their
minds about this matter since our meeting the week before last when each of those members
shouted that they wanted this legislation to be brought before the Select Commnittee for its
consideration. I am not sure what happened during the intervening period, but I have a
suspicion - as the Minister for Health said - that none of the members opposite talk to each
other and they now have to go along with the motion moved by the shadow Minister for
Health.

It is precisely becau se of this sensationalism - the folk devils and moral panic spread by the
opposition - about AIDS that we are taking a considered position on the Select Committee.
In order to prevent the spread of HI1V and AIDS we need to take case finding seriously, as
this is the most important strategy in preventing the further spread of AIDS, and warn
recalcitrants - and we are talking about three of them, remembering one does not catch AIDS
by sneezing - about the powers of the commnissioner.

Mr Hassell: They were warned two years ago; that is the point.
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Dr WATSON: We are talking here about systematic contact tracing, public education on the
nature of the epidemic and the level of risk of infection, and education of those with the
highest risk of infection. Health care workers and contact tracers have to be trained and
educated. The use of existing legislation and the kind of legislation proposed has to be a last
choice. That is the recommendation of the commuittee which attracted bipartisan support
nationally. The Liberal Federal spokesman on health supports the recommendations and the
thrust of this document.

Mr Hassell: This is a State responsibility.

Mr Wilson: Just as it is in New South Wales with a Liberal Government. Have a look at
their record.

Mr Hassell: What did they do, detain some people?

Mr Wilson: Where is she now? She was detained, but now she is back at work.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Dr WATSON: We acknowledge that there must be a capacity in public health legislation to
deal with the exceptional cases of recalcitrants. We know that people who wilfully or
knowingly behave in a way to expose others to risk of infection must be counselled. Locking
someone away is no cure for this. The proposals relating to this legislation include
tremendous implications for the way in which medical practitioners deal with arnd treat their
patients and their patients' contacts. Since the meeting last week there has been a change of
heart by two members of the Opposition, so we need to examine all the implications in light
of the other 15 pieces of legislation that we will be examining. I hope that we will reach a
bipartisan consensus on this mailer because we are talking about saving lives.

Question put and a division taken with the following result -

Mr Bradshaw
Mr Carko
Mr Court
Mr Cowan
Mrs Edwardes

Dr Alexander
Mrs Beggs
Mr Bridge
Mr Canf
Mr Catania
Mr Cunningham

Mr Donovan

Mr Grayden
Mr Hassell
Mr IKiernth
Mr Macinnon
Mr McNee

Mr Peter Dowding
Dr Gallop
Mr Grahamt
Mrs Henderson
Mr Gordon Hill
Mr Kobe ike
Dr Lawrence

Ayes (20)
Mr Mensaros
Mr Minson
Mr Nicholls
Mr Omtodei
Mr Strickland

Noes (28)
Mr Leahy
Mr Marlborough
Mr Parker
Mr Pearce
Mr Ripper
Mr D.L. Smith
Mr P.1. Smnith

Mr Thompson
Mr Fred Tubby
Dr Turnbull
Mr Wat
Mr Blaikie (Teller)

Mr Taylor
Mr Thomas
Mr Troy
Mrs Watns
Dr Watson
Mr Wilson
Mrs Buchanan (Teller)

Pairs

Ayes
M Leis
Mr Shave

Noes
Mr Read
Mr Grill

Question thus negatived.

FISHERIES AMENDMENT BILL (No 2)

Report
Report of Committee adopted.

Third Reading

Leave granted to proceed forthwith to the third reading.

Hill read a third time, on motion by Mr Gordon Hill (Minister for Fisheries), and transmitted
to the Council.
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APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND) BILL

Committee
Resumed from 2 November. The Chairman of Committees (Dr Alexander) in the Chair; Mr
Parker (Treasurer) in charge of the Bill.

Division 4: Premier and State Administration, $16 204 000 -
Progress was reported after the Division had been pantly considered.

Item!1: Salaries, Wages and Allowances -

Mr MacKINNON: Can the Premnier explain the function of the 21 "Mintister's Office"
employees listed under this item? The expenditure last year was $811 000, with 24 officers
employed, and this year it is expected to be $748 000, with 21 personnel. Are they advisers,
or other personnel such as Press secretaries?

Mr PETER DOWDING: Those officers are the people in the Premier's office. As the
Leader of the Opposition has staff in his office, so do I. They are administrative support
staff, Press officers, an officer in charge of parliamentary services and the like. They are the
standard office people who run the Premier's office.

Mr WAIT: [ query not so much the accounting but the method of presenting the information
relating to wages and salaries. I refer in particular to the extraordinarily high amount of
$664 000 shown under 'Allowances - Overtime, Higher Duties, Annual Leave Loading, etc"
on page 34. We could assume that the Director General does not receive overtime, and nor
do many of the other officers. There is a table of something like $3.6 million odd worth of
wages and salaries listed separately, starting from the Director General and going down to
"Government Motor Car Service". The salaries and wages are set out, and under "Other
Payments" we have $664 000 for overtime, higher duties, annual leave loading and so on.
Why is that reflected as a separate amount when it is a very significant amount? It represents
almost 20 per cent on top of the salaries. I suspect a significant amount of that sum is
represented by overtime payments. How much of those allowances is represented by
overtime?

One of my concerns is the Government motor car service. Averaging out the number of
people employed and dividing that into the amount of the estimate gives something a little
over $20 000 per person. I suspect some of them, particularly some of the drivers, earn
significantly higher than those amounts because of the amount of overtime they work. I think
it is crazy that some Ministers - not all of them - can call up their drivers on parliamentary
sitting nights and ask their drivers to drive them home after Parliament rises. I understand
that if the drivers have less than 10 hours off from the time they knock off until the time they
start work again they remain on double lime for the next day. That is ludicrous. Can the
Premier offer some explanation about whether overtime payments are reflected in the wages
paid? If there are other allowances, it possibly should be in a separate area. Overtime
payments should be reflected so that we have a better understanding of where the money is
going. Government Ministers should be capable of driving themselves home. For example,
if a driver covered under the transport workers' award is called out he usually would be on a
minimrum call out time for which he would be paid at time and a half. As I said before, if the
driver reports for work less than 10 hours after be finished work on his previous shift, he will
be on double time and will remain on that until the end of the next shift. That represents a
waste, and those resources should be better managed and rationalised so that such people do
not work all their time on double time payment.

Mr PETER DOWDING: Over the last nine years there has been a change in the way in
which Ministers and senior Opposition members use drivens. I acknowledge this change
which I think is quite important. Many Ministers as well as the Leader of the Opposition and
some other people who are entitled to Government vehicles leave for work early in the
morning and work very long hours. Quite franly I think the fact that they do not have to
drive home at night is an investment in safety and security. I had a terrible fright as few years
ago when driving the short distance to my home. I had been at work for about 15 hours and I
was tired; I nearly cleaned up someone driving along Beaufort Street. In my opinion it is not
a good idea to drive when one is distracted by other things and when one is tired. I do not
have any hesitation in ensuring that the Leader of the Opposition and the other people entitled
to vehicles and drivers have those resources because of their extra obligations. It is
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not a matter of compensating them for the extra work. It is simply a good investment in
security. Some Ministers live some distance from Parliament House and their offices and it is
quite intolerable for them to be driving long distances late at night.

Mr Watt: That could be rationalised.

Mr PETER DOWDING: That is easy to say. I know that those Ministers and the Leader of
the Opposition do their best to rationalise their own arrangements. I occasionally drive
myself to work or to a funiction. I went to the function at the War Memorial on Saturday by
myself in order to give my bloke the weekend off and enable him to rationalise some of the
time he had up his sleeve. That was not a problem at all. The Ministry of the Premier and
State Administration has a responsibility to maximise the benefits, and it does what it can
within the limits of the award as it stands.

Item 3: Ministerial Travel and Incidentals -

Mr MacKINNON: I would appreciate the Premier's giving the Chamber a breakdown of
how last year's figure of $239 911 was arrived at. The Premier previously indicated that the
Government would not detail specific nravel expenses about where Ministers go, at what
time, with whom and for what purpose, which I believe should be the case. I would
appreciate the Premier's giving the Chamber a breakdown on the general nature of the
expenditures uinder that item. Could the Premier also detail who incurred the expenditures?
Which ministerial travel and incidentals are covered by item 3? Is it just his travel or does it
include that of other Ministers? Is any of the Premier's own travel funded from other areas?
In other words, when the Premier goes overseas - for instance, to Hong Kong recently - is
that type of trip funded from this area exclusively or do other areas contribute towards his
overseas travelling costs? If so, what other areas and why?

Mr PETER DOWDING: To the best of my knowledge, this item covers air fares and travel
allowances for my travel within Australia and overseas, official visits for myself and my
spouse within Australia, costs associated with telephones and postage - including my home
telephone - and costs incurred by members of Parliament nominated by me to represent me at
specific functions.

Mr Macinnon: Hut are all of those costs paid out of here for your travel?

Mr PETER DOWDING: I am not aware of any other source of funding for my travel.

Mr& Macinnon: And the people who accompany you?

Mr PETER DOWDING: I am not aware of anyone else having a source. Sometimes I may
be accompanied by other Ministers, officials or heads of departments. Presumably their
travel would come out of their travel votes. This covers my office and my staff.

Mr BLAIKIE: I thank the Premier for at least taking part in the Committee discussion of the
Estimates; I am grateful for that. It is important that ministerial expenses, whatever they may
be, are tabulated so that one need only press a button to be presented with a running sheet of
those expenses. Such details should be available to the House, not necessarily to see whether
the Premier made a phone call to, for example, East Bullsbrook, but because they are part of
the money expended by the Government in the running of the State. In the Premier's
response to the Leader of the Opposition he indicated that item 3 relates to ministerial travel
of the Premier or people deputed by him to represent either him or the State, and that travel
by other Ministers would be the responsibility of those Ministers' departments and would be
contained elsewhere in the Estimates. When one returns to the debate on these contingencies,
whether it is items 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 or 9, a procedure ought to exist whereby all these papers
are laid on the Table of the House so that members may peruse them if they wish. If this is
not done people like me - or if the Premier were in Opposition he would have people taking
my part - will question the Government of the day during the Committee stage about the
detail. For God's sake put it on the Table of the House where it should be available. This is
the only Parliament where it is not available. The other way to do this is to have a Standing
Committee of the Parliament where the matter could be discussed more rationally.

I am not really interested, Mr Premier, in the niggardly matter of whether telephone calls are
made or otherwise; what I am interested in is the tabling of documents that are public
documents and ought to be available for scrutiny - whether members choose to scrutinise
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them is another matter. I raise this matter because it applies to Government of any form, and
I am not just picking on the current Premier. I ask for the papers to be tabled so we do not
have to go through the tedious procedure of requesting them and the Premier reading a script
prepared for him which could be given to members to make the present procedure
unnecessary. If it is not done, we will go through each item in the Budget which is an
exercise in futility which could be overcome through cooperation.

Mr PETER DOWDING: The form of the presentation of these accounts has gradually been
improved and we have taken a very substantial step with the Financial Administration and
Audit Act which has improved the level of accountability, the presentation of these accounts
and the management of Government money - it has been a major change as members will
know. The Government has also taken the very substantial step of moving to improve the
Government accounting system with the controls and information technology we have
initiated. I am very hopeful that an opportunity for program budgeting will arise, at least on a
parallel basis with statutory accounting procedures developed during the past 15 months. I
hope that by the end of next year departments will be using that option.

It is a fine line between putting too much information into these documents and not enough -

although it is an option to put more information into the documents. Regarding the question
of revealing details of the Executive, or the Opposition for that matter, the practice operating
in this Parliament for many years has been vigorously defended, and that includes when the
Opposition was in Government - and this was for very good reason. The Executive is voted
sums for salaries and other matters related to travel and, given the confidential nature and the
work of the Executive, it is appropriate that accountability should work through the auditing
system rather than through detailed disclosure. The amount is funded for a particular purpose
which is adhered to under the control of the Auditor General who has access to all
information. For good reason Governments of this State from both sides of politics have
vigorously defended this practice. The member will finid when he is in Government in years
to come that he will have the same problems related to this matter.

Mr Blaikie: I outline the incongruity of the Premier's argument in that he claims that when
we were in Government we did not look at enough effective change; but in other Parliaments
the information is available and that has not caused those Parliaments a great deal of concern.
Change will take place and ultimately the information will be available.

Mr PETER DOWDING: It is a matter of view. It was never the member's or the Leader of
the Opposition's view that this should be done when they were in Government.

Mr Macinnon: It is the Leader of the Opposition's view now.

Mr PETER DOWDING: The member changes his view like the wind.

I do not see the reasoning for the change. However, the accountability requirements are very
well provided for uinder the tough FAA Act which we introduced in 1986.
Mr Blaikie: The place for the accountability is Parliament House.

Item 6: Parliamentary Electorate Offices -
Mr COURT: I suppose I want to cover some self interest here in that I share an office with a
member from the upper House, and we are very pleased with the office facility which we
have had for some years. The building is fully aix-conditioned and each office has an
individual air-conditioning system. I have a bugbear about air-conditioning in buildings in
which one cannot open windows. I have applied to the Ministry of the Premier and State
Administration to have this rectified. The office is at the back end of the building and it
needs air-conditioning under most conditions It has some outside windows but it is not
possible to open the window to get fresh air into the place, this is necessary when someone
has been smoking in the office. I have applied to the ministry and the response was that the
matter had been looked into and that opening windows could not be installed for security
reasons. It is possible to lock windows these days, so I cannot see the security problem.

For about six months of the year my office does not require air-conditioning and the window
could be opened to let fresh air into the office and the air-conditioning would not be needed.
The aix-conditioning is presently runining for 12 months of the year, even if it is a pleasant
day outside. I would prefer a situation in which I did not require the air-conditioning and
could have the window open. I am not expecting the Premier to Sort this Matter out.
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Mr Peter Dowding: I suggest you should write a letter to Gordon Pearce and I am sure he
will look into it.

Mr COURT: I will follow the matter up. However, this relates to a broader issue: It would
be tremendous if all modemn buildings were desirned with the options of air-conditioning or
opening windows. In the matter to which I have referred the air-conditioning runs
continuously and uses electricity. Many office buildings in town are designed in a simnilar
way without the option of turning off the air-conditioning.

Mr KIERATH: I presume this item includes parliamentary electorate offices, and I would
like to see some assistance in a research capacity, either on a full-rime or a pant-time basis, to
be shared by members, especially those with a shadow portfolio responsibility. I can
understand the reluctance of the Government to provide this facility with which it may be
beaten around the head. A tremendous number of inquiries at my office come from the
general electorate requiring help and providing that help takes a great deal of time.

I have put in a request - and nothing has happened yet - to have a car phone installed and for
the cost to be met out of the electorate telephone account. If members are clever it is possible
to run a car phone bill which can be billed to the electorate office. A promise was given to
me that this matter will be considered some time in the future.

Mr Blaikie: No member on this side of the House would do that.

Mr KIERATH: I feel I am wasting my time when I am driving and that I could improve my
productivity by using a car phone.

In my electorate it appears there is an acute shortage of office space. It is my desire to have
my electorate office in a major shopping centre which is the most central location of my
electorate. Initially I was given permission for an office in that centre, but then the
permission was withdrawn because the costs involved in the necessary extensions were far
too high. The first quote that the Building Management Authority provided was for $30 000.
It then came up with a detailed costing of aver $50 000, but the breakdown of the figures
appeared to be exaggerated and I carried out an investigation. An exorbitant figure for air-
conditioning had been included in the costing and I asked the shopping centre management to
give me the name of its air-conditioning contractor. I sought a quote from him and found it
to be half that provided by the Building Management Authority.

I found that the cost for the electricity connection was double the going rate. I questioned the
costing for the extensions and I wondered why they had been exaggerated. Perhaps we
should not go through the BMA for extensions and renovations to our offices. From day one
there has been a reluctance on the part of the Ministry of the Premier and State
Administration to provide me with office facilities and I have had to fight, tooth and nail, to
get it to do anything. Recently the Ministry of the Premier and State Administration advised
me that it was faced with a problem because it had not submitted the plans for the extensions
to my office to the local council in time for its council meeting and asked me whether I could
do anything about it. The application for the extensions went through the council and, lo and
behold, nothing has been done. It may be good enough for some members, but it is not good
enough for the people I represent.

The only available office I could find was situated at the back of a small shopping centre.
Unfortunately, public transport was not available to that centre and that presented a difficulty
to my constituents. It would be far better for my office to be situated at a major shopping
centre. I was elected in February, but the requests of some of the members of the Legislative
Council who did not take up office until 22 May have been accommodated and I have had to
play second fiddle. Members in this House were elected before the members in the upper
House and we should take precedence over them. The only major shopping centre in my
electorate is the focal point of the community. My electorate could be termed a dormitory
type electorate comprising mainly private residences, and the shopping centre is important to
the electorate. It is a new electorate and there should have been provision for office
accommodation. I hope that someone gets off his tail and provides me with an electorate
office.

Mr PETER DOWDING: I share the views of the Deputy Leader of the Opposition about air-
conditioning. I wish that building designers and architects would take advantage of our
excellent Mediterranean climate and design buildings accordingly. Hopefully, in the future,
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we will see same greater acknowledgment of our climate. If the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition raises this issue with the appropriate officers he will be looked after.

In contrast to that, the member for Riverton should be careful about the way he expresses
himself. I know he is a new member and that he has had no experience int Government in
dealing with the Public Service. As he acquires more experience he will understand that the
people in charge of areas such as the one he mentioned operate fairly and genuinely. There is
no justification for his catcalling about how he has been dealt with unfairly because he is in
the Legislative Assembly and not in the Legislative Council. He must understand that there
are egos involved in this business - on both sides of the House, in both Houses of Parliament
and in the Public Service. The public servants who administer do so fairly and they serve
both sides of the political spectrum fairly. It is in marked contrast to the way the Opposition
behaved when it was in Government.

Mr Kierath: I was not in Government.

Mr PETER DOWD[NG: The member for Riverton cannot avoid the responsibility for the
conduct of his party. He has been told the true story of the sort of behaviour that went on
when the Opposition was in Government. While the member's party had access to the gamut
of Government facilities the then Opposition could not have a telex at its own expense.

A committee has been established to examine and report on complaints about electorate
offices. I ask the member whether he has made a submission to that committee.

Mr Kierath: No, I do not have the time. I am flat out attending to my constituents' inquiries.

Mr PETER DOWDING: With all due respect, most members opposite, including the
member for Vasse, have raised issues, which they are entitled to do, and I have answered
them genuinely. However, the member for Riverton implies that there is some partisan
behaviour on the part of public servants.

Mr Kierath: I avoided naming the person. I can provide you with the details if you prefer.

Mr PETER DOWDING: The member cannot say that he did not name anyone because
everyone knows who administers this section. Therefore, by implication he has cast a slur on
them.

Mr Kierath: I did not mean to cast a slur on them. This is my only chance.

Mr PETER DOWD[NG: It is not the member's only chance. We have set up a committee
'which is representative of both sides of the House. The Leader of the Opposition may know
who represents the Liberal Party on that committee.

Mr Macinnon: Hon Phil Lockyer is one and I think the member for Wellington is another.

Mr PETER DQWD[NG: If the member for Riverton feels that he is hardly done by -

Mr Kierath: It comes under this item. I want to know what is the philosophy of the people at
the top. If your philosophy is wrong, what chance do they have of reaching a decision? If it
is right we have some chance of reaching a decision.

Mr PETER DOWDING: The member does not understand the process. We have a set of
rules by which electorate offices are governed. Many members on both sides of the House
feel those rules should be amended and if the member feels strongly about it he should make
a submission to the commnittee.

Members should remember that we have operated a fairer system while we have been in
Government than that which applied when the Opposition was in Government. The
Opposition, when in Government, made me sack my electorate secretary and it would not
allow Ron Davies to have a telex. We have tried to operate fairly and officers of the Public
Service are responsible far implementing our policy. They ask me for policy directions from
time to time. If the member is concerned about his office he should write to me and I will
investigate it. It is not fair of him to have a go at public servants in this House.

There is a problem about the size and role of electorate offices. John Tonkin did not want
anyone to have an electorate office. I remember when the issue about electorate offices was
discussed in Caucus. [ am sure some members rue that day. Ever since there has been a push
from the backbenchers and Opposition parties wanting more and more, and the Executive has
decided those are the rules and it must stop there. I urge members to recognise
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that this is run in a bipartisan way; many members on the Government side think their
electorate offices should be bigger, better, brighter and so on. I do not want to comment
about the policy changes; I want to wait for the commnittee to present its report, which
Cabinet will consider.
Division 4 put and passed.
Division 5: Cabinet and Public Sector Management, $8 296 000.-
Mr COURT: I ask the Premier to explain the way in which the Government has split the
operations of the departments of the Premier and Cabinet. When the Labor Party set up the
Ministry of the Premier and Cabinet it explained why it combined those two roles. The
footnote to the previous Division states that the Ministry of the Premier and Stare
Administration was created in May 1989 and that the Ministry of the Premier and Cabinet
was abolished at that time. Will the Premier explain this change and the organisational
structure for this new section?

Mr HASSELL: I raise the general issue of the incredible extent of Government advertising
and the cost of it. I assume that it is covered by Public Sector M~anagement, because
somebody in the Government must take responsibility for it. Quite apart from the annual
event of the highly politicised. advertising for the Budget itself, within a couple of days, if not
the same day, an expensive insert by the Tourism Commission was included in The West
Australian. I know that this matter could be raised under the Division dealing with tourism,
and I understand that because that sector has suffered a great deal from the airline dispute
there has been a widespread and expensive campaign in this connection. But, I am concermed
about the straight Government advertising. An advertisement appeared in The West
Australian on 19 October pointing to 34 ways the Western Australian Government is
stimulating business. Apart from the general cost of printing that insert, it was in full colour
and included a picture of the Premier and a reproduction of his signature. This is a tiny
example of an increasing practice of the Government; that is, whenever the Government has a
political problem it resorts to advertising. It is a serious matter when this advertising includes
a Government policy which has not been accepted or rejected by the Parliament. I refer, of
course, to the recent vastly expensive advertising campaign in relation to the tobacco
legislation. For all the Premier knows, the tobacco legislation could go through Parliament
with the support of all parties. To pre-empt the Parliament's decision and embark on this
kind of expensive campaign, without any justification at alll is not satisfactory. I refer also to
the other advertising the Government has initiated and query what it will do for Western
Australia.

The CHAIRMAN: I remind the member that he should not use this debate as a general
debate on Government policy and Government advertising.

Mr Peter Dowding: This is not a matter for Public Sector Management; it should probably be
dealt with by TIDA.

Mr HASSELL: It could be raised under individual departments, but this advertisement has
the Premier's picture in it, and I assume that his department is responsible for it.
Mr Peter Dowding: My picture is included in advertisements for other departments.

Mr HASSELL: The Premier is still the Premier and I am referring to the responsibility of the
Premier for the Government overall. If the Premier can point to an item in the Budget where
this issue can be specifically dealt with, Ilam happy to raise it at that point.

Mr Peter Dowding. It is a deparmental budgetary item which should be raised in the
discussion on that department.

Mr HASSELL: The Premier may shorten the debate by deal-ing with this matter now, rather
than my raising this question in the debate on every department. I think he owes the
Parliament an explanation as to why taxpayers' money is being spent so extensively in this
way. Advertisements are coming out of our ears. This Division includes the Government
Media Office; is the Premier suggesting that the Government Media Office does not generate
this advertising? The extent to which this Government deals with day to day political
problems by advertising is a scandal. A few weeks ago the Government was in hot water
because of the increase in juvenile crime; and soon afterwards an advertisement appeared
asking for public submissions on how to deal with this problem.
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Mr Peter Dowding: I refer the member for Cortesloc to an advertisement which appeared on
31 December 1982, just before an election.

Mr HASSELL. Does the Premier want me to go through the advertising this Government did
before the last election, referring, for example, to the Water Authority and all the nice things
in the Government, and how it was looking after the people?

The Government has gone to such extremes in its advertising campaign, that a marvellous
example appeared in Leonora recently; a big yellow sign stated that the Government of
Western Australia was building for the future, and next to it was a builder's sign in
connection with extensions to the Leonora gaol. That is exactly the sort of future the
Government ought to be building for!

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I remind the member that although his stories may be amusing -

Mr HASSELL: I am straying a little.

The CHAJ.RtIAN: You certainly are. The Premier has indicated by interjection that the
matters you seek to raise are not covered under this Division, and there is ample precedent in
Budget debates for that to mean there is no justification for you to continue with that line of
argument.

Mr HASSELL: Mr Chairman, I will rake your advice, and raise the matter when we go
through the items. I want to raise the issue of the Government Media Office because I notice
that $236 000 has been allocated to that office, in addition to the 23 Goverrnent Media
Office people - costing $593 000 - and all the other people scattered throughout other places.
I want to know whether these services are being genuinely used for ministerial
announcements, or to give political support to the Labor Party. I want the Premier to give an
assurance that during the financial year preceding this Budget, none of those media services
were used to support the Labor Party in its election campaign, and that the Labor Parry bore
its own costs. I accept that a Government today requires some kind of media office, and
Press secretaries, and that the line between governmental work and parry work can sometimes
be blurred; but a sharp line must be drawn during an election period - and it is possible that
during the rime of this current Budget we will have by-elections - between what is being dune
by media officers to help the Ministers and the Premier in their ministerial duties and what is
being done to help the Labor ['anty. Does the Labor Party have its own media people who
attend to the responsibilities of the Labor Party, so that it can be clearly seen that the
Government services are not being used for the use of the Labor Party? There is reason to
believe that the Labor Party is relying on the services of the Government Media Office, but I
give the Premfier the opportunity to assure the Chamber about the propriety of what has been
happening.

Dr TUR.NBUTLL: During the last four years, many changes have been made to the area of
responsibility of the Minister for Public Sector Management, and it is extremely difficult to
find out what has happened as the amounts of money and personnel have changed markedly.
In the 1988-89 Budget we have 229 personnel under Division 4, but this year there are
284 personnel under Divisions 4 and 5. 1 cannot see where they have come from and where
they are going.

Mr Peter Dowding: Or are they really running around in circles?

Dr TUJRNBUJLL: That is the question. I am interested also in the Office of the Cabinet; as
far as I can see there are an additional 60 people, which is a 22 per cent increase over last
year. I do not know whether they have come from some other area, or whether they are
involved with the Office of Public Sector Management. I tend to agree with the member for
Corresloe that there are some people listed in this Division who have rather shadowy jobs.
Mr Peter Dowding: Why do you say that?

Dr TURNBULL: Why are these additional people required?

Mr Peter Dowding. Because we have taken over some new functions.

Dr TURNBULL: Where have they come from?

Mr Peter Dowding: From the Public Service Board, by and large.

Dr TURNBULL: Are all 60 from the Public Service Board?
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Mr PETER DOWDING: A number of them are. The member for Contesloe has no shame. I
have here a classic example of what a hypocrite he really is. Ir is an advertisement for the
famous "Job Creation Scheme", which just happened to be in my office. This was
Government paid advertising, not at the beginning of the Liberal Party's first term in office,
but one month before the election, alleging that the Liberal Parry was acting to save
thousands of existing jobs and to create thousands of new jobs. That was pure and absolute
political advertising, one week before the election.

Mr Blaikie: When was that?

Mr PETER DOWDING: In 1982. the last election before the Liberal Party lost office.

Mr Blaikie: If you were to go back to 1976, there was an even worse example; and in 1940
there was one that was worse again. You should do something relevant.

Mr PETER DOWDING: The member for Cottesloe had the hypocrisy to raise it; not only
that, he got up in this Chamber and talked about the use of taxpayers' funds for purely
political purposes. I have here a letter which has come out of his office, paid for by
taxpayers, and distributed on paper bearing the Parliament House letterhead, advertising the
member's Save Our State campaign. The member for Cortesloe has the temerity to come into
this place and start talking about this matter. When his party was in Governent, a member
stood the chance of losing his electoral and postal allowances, and staff, for using his office
for purely political purposes.

Mr Hassell: Read the letter out.

Mr PETER DOWDING: I know the member for Cottesloe. is a bit worried about it, but the
hypocrisy he brings to this place, when he is using his electoral office to run the Save Our
State campaign -

Mr Hassell: Tell us about it.

Mr PETER DOWDING: It is an invitation on Parliament of Western Australia letterhead,
from the office of W.R.B. Hassell, MLA, member for Cortesine, inviting people along to the
Save Our State campaign breakfast.

Mr Hassell: It does not mention the Save Our State campaign,

Mr PETER DOWDING: It does, it is an invitation to come along and hear speakers on the
subject at this breakfast. I do not have the letter that went with that.

Mr H-assell: What letter that went with that?

Mr PETER DOWDING: There was a letter attached to it, urging people to go to this
breakfast - the Save Our State breakfast.

N~t Hassell: You have got it wrong.

Mr PETER DOWDING: I have nor got it wrong - I have got the letter.

Mr Hassell: You are wrong, there is no letter. It is an invitation to a paid breakfast. What
about your Premier's luncheons, organised by the Department of the Premier?

Mr PETER DOWDING: Those decision makers' luncheons are excellent and well
organised - I went to one today. It was well attended and non-political.
Mr Hlassell: They are organised by the Department of the Premier.

Mr PETER DOWDING: Yes, of course they are, but they are not about political things.

Mr H-assell: So if you do it, it is not political.

Mr PETER DOWDING: The member should tell me what was political about the Australian
Businesswoman of the Year addressing a group of influential Perth people.

Point of Order

Mr BLALKIE: I ask that the document from which the Premier quoted be tabled at the
conclusion of his remarks.

The CI-AIRMLAN: If the document is an official Governiment document, your request must
be complied with; if not, it is a matter of choice.
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Committee Resumed
Mr PETER DOWDING: Not only is it not ant official document, but also it is a letter from
the member for Contesloe and I have just indicated what it does. I am happy to table it.

Mr Hassell: But you did not have a letter because there was no letter.

Mr PETER DOWDING; Who paid the postage for it?

Mr Hassell: Would you like me to tell you?

Mr PETER DOWDING: Yes.

Mr Hassell: I did.

Mr PETER DOWDING. Did the member pay for it out of his postage allowance?

Mr Hassell: No, not out of my postage allowance.

Mr PETER DOWDING: Is chat right?

Mr Hassell: Yes, because unlike the Premier my funds are distinguished.

Mr PETER DOWDIG: But why did not the member pay for it out of his postage
allowance?

Mr Hassell: The Premier should mind his own business, but I am telling him it was not paid
out of my postage allowance.

Mr PETER DOWDING: Why not?

Mir Hassell: It has nothing to do with the Premier.

Mr PETER DOWDING: I am just asking the member for Contesloe to justify it. Why not?
Was he embarrassed, or did he think it was not parliamentary? The member for Corcesloc
knows full well that that is not the appropriate use for his electorate office, so he paid the
postage out of his own pocket but used the electorate office to get the breakfast going with
Mr Bevan Lawrence; but to whom did people have to RSVP but the member's electorate
office. The member should not come the raw prawn here. What hypocrisy! If arty other
member opposite had raised those issues they would have to be taken a bit seriously, but the
member for Cottesice has raised them and he has been shown to be simply hypocritical.

Let me answer the issue. Is it suggested by the Opposition that the Government should not
inform the community of the arrangements that are available to support business? Is the
Opposition seriously suggesting that there is something wrong with our having launched and
announced an advertising campaign, to which we contributed half a million dollars, to help
the tourism industry recover?

Mr Hassell: I am talking about your political advertising.

Mr PETER DOWDING: If the Opposition is suggesting that, I just do not share that view. I
agree that in an election mode - in the weeks after the declaration of an election - there should
not be this sort of advertising - and I display for the Hansard reporter's purposes this
advertisement from the then Premier Ray O'Connor and his Minister for Employment.

Mr Macinnon: You are on television every day leading up to an election.

Mr PETER DOWDING: Not after the issue of the writs, and I do not think there should be
those advertisements after the issue of the writs. However, members should note that this
advertisement of the former Leader of the Opposition in a political advertisement is dated a
day or so before the writs would have been issued for this election. What is sauce for the
goose ought to be, for most people, sauce for the gander, but it just does not happen to be so
for those on the Opposition benches- They want to have a sanctimonious position about
everything.

in general terms, on those issues the Government has a responsibility. The tourism program
has been very well received by the tourism industry and I have no hesitation in saying we
should do it, and exactly the same goes for the Technology and Industry Development
Authority advertisement. I see absolutely no reason why business, and particularly small
business, should not have the opportunity of knowing the range of programs. There is no
election on. We are three years away from, an election and I cannot understand how the
Opposition can carp and criticise about that.
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In answer to the member for Collie, the Public Sector Management role incorporated a
number of officers from the Public Service Commission. If the member looks at the foot of
page 35 of the Estimates she will see that in presenting these accounts the Treasury has tried
to show some comparative actual outcomes for 1988-89 against estimates for 1989-90. In
other words, they have cast these accounts in a way that gives us the chance to make a
judgment about the past and present, and that is the recast element of it.

Dr Turnbull: You mentioned the Public Service Commission - that has increased by 23
people.

Mr PETER DOWD2NC; The increases in the Public Service Commissioner's activities are
primarily related to the Personnel Information Management Systems and payroll attachments
for PIIMS. There is a project, which I think I said earlier is expected to be completed by
August next year, which provides - as I recollect, and the member must take it as a best
recollection - 63 people who have been puiled in to try to get PIMS' payroll in place and
fmnalised. That is a substantial blowout in those expenditures but the overall outcome will be
a much better management system - an overall payroll system for all those departments and
agencies that use the personnel informnation system.

Item 1: Salaries, Wages and Allowances -

Mr MacKJNNON: The Budget item for the Parliamentary Secretary of the Cabinet has
increased substantially from $174 000 to $259 000; in 1987-88 the actual expenditure was
$155 000, which represents a very significant increase over the last two years. While I do not
have a criticism of the person in that office I would be interested to know why such a large
increase is necessary.

Secondly, I know there are some comments at the fact of the Division about the Office of
Public Sector Management but I ask the Premier to indicate the role of that office, who is in
charge of it - the Director General or somebody else - what its task is, and the nature of the
work carried out by that office.

Mr BLAiIE: The Leader of the Opposition raised the item dealing with the Parliamentary
Secretary of the Cabinet- The expenditure for next year is an additional $80 000. Can the
Premier indicate why that budget is being increased by almost 100 per cent on the amount
expended last year, bearing in mind that over a two year period the sum has increased by
$10000?
Mr PETER DOWDING: I cannot give the Chamber the detail on why the item is being
increased by $80 000. If the Leader of the Opposition wants some detail on that, I will
endeavour to get it to him later. The role of the public sector management group is to
implement management changes in the public sector, to encourage departments and agencies
to take a greater level of responsibility in reviewing central agency controls, to improve
management structures and outcomes and to implement the policy changes the Government
wishes to see implemented in terms of program budgeting, accountability of senior officials
in departments and contracts which ultimately spell out the obligations of the senior
executive int respect of outcomes rather than simply responsibilities. The policy is aimed at
getting the public sector to work more efficiently and to use the skills we undoubtedly have to
utilise resources more efficiendly. This was the area of expertise of the late Mike Cross, and
the current incumbent of that position - who is currently the chairman and head of the
Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare Commission and Department - Neil Bartholomacus,
has taken over that role. He has also done a great deal of work in that area. The future work
schedule of that agency is being developed in conjunction with heads of departments, the
Civil Service Association and other agencies, which are working sympathetically and closely
with the Public Service Comm-issioner in respect of those changes.

Mr COURT: Mr Deputy Chairman -

Mr Peter Dowding: Hasn't everyone spoken on item I?

Mr COURT: During the general debate I asked what I thought was a very simple question
about the change in structure of this department from the Department of Premier and Cabinet
to two sections. The Premier did not explain this change. The change took place in May
1989 and I would appreciate the Premier's explaining the reasons for that reorganisation of
the department. Only a few years ago the Parliament was told why it was important to set up

4386 (ASSEMBLY]



[Tuesday, 14 November 1989) 38

the Department of Premier and Cabinet. The Premier's department used to be very small but
it has now become a very large one; we seem to have two large departments. why are so
many people involved in both the Ministry of the Premier and Strate Admninisuration and the
Ministry of the Cabinet and Public Sector Management? This seems to be a classic case of
duplication. Specifically in relation to item 1, how many people are working in the
Government Media Office? How many journalists in total are employed by the Government,
not necessarily just under this department?
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr Donovan): I was going to say this when we moved to
item 2, but now might be a good time to remind members that while it is not compulsory, it is
normal for members who wish to speak on items to advise the Chair in writing precisely to
safeguard the orderliness of the process of debate. It is not compulsory, but as members
know it has been the practice. [ suspect that that was behind the Premier's earlier confusion
when he thought we had completed item 1.- We call for items and it is customary to indicate,
as the member for Vasse has done, whether one wishes to speak on a particular item. The
Leader of the Opposition did that in respect of item I.- I suspect the Premier's confusion was
precisely because of that practice. Now everyone wishes to speak on item 1, and I remind the
Chamber that this has been the practice.

Points of Order

Mr COURT: I have been here eight years and I have never known of the practice of putting
in writing which items we want to discuss.
Mr Hassell: I have been here 13 years and I have not come across it.

Mr BLAIKJE: I hope my comments may relieve the circunstances in which you, Mr Deputy
Chairman, now find yourself. I will outbid the other two members: I have been here 18
years and have also sat in the position the Deputy Chairman now occupies. It is a practice to
be encouraged, although it is not mandatory, that members indicate to the Chairman those
items on which they wish to speak. That also preserves a member's right to speak on the
item he indicated. If a member is not in the Chamber and wishes to speak on an item, he may
do so. [t is not mandatory but it is a courtesy a member should extend the Chair. The
Minister who replies to any of the items can reply as frequently as he elects but the whole
basis of the Committee debate is to allow interchange. It may be that some of the Minister's
responses are nor deemed satisfactory, which could prompt other members to speak.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: I do not think there is a point of order, but I thank the member
for Vasse for that coaching. A new Deputy Chairman of Commnittees always appreciates help
in that regard. I direct members to Standing Order No 304(4)(f) which indicates that not only
is it a custom but also it is in the Standing Orders as a custom. While being very aware, as
the member for Vasse reminded me, and as I stated at the outset, that there is no compulsion,
it does help the orderly process of the Committee for the custom provided for in Standing
Order No 304 to be adhered to. I ask members to adhere to that wherever possible.

Committee Resumed

Mr HASSELL: This issue illustrates the point made by the member for Vasse because it
arises from something the Premier said. This is an Estimates Committee debate. I recently
had cause to read the Mansard report of the Federal Estimates debates where there is
tremendous interchange between the responsible Ministers and departmental officers, and
there is a genuine disclosure of information. The Premier mentioned in passing that
Mr Bartholomaeus had taken over the headship of this department, and under this item the
director general receives a salary of $104 400; no doubt that is an appropriate wage for him.
I note with interest that his salary is on the public record and disclosed in a public paper
which could be discovered by anyone in Western Australia. Yet this Government repeatedly
refuses to disclose the salaries of people employed in the public sector; for example, the
former member for Scarborough has been employed by the Government, yet the Government
will not tell the House or the public what he is being paid. Also the Government does not
disclose many of the consultancy fees it pays. I notice the dichotomy in the Budget papers in
that it is the tradition of Parliament that public sector saaries are disclosed but the latter day
Government practice is to keep these matters secret. This leads to embarrassment - as in the
case of Mr Horgan - when we end up in a political donnybrook due to the secrecy. I hope the
Premier recognises that, if his Government is to be the most accountable Government in
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Australia, he must be prepared to answer simple questions on salaries, even if the salaries are
of former members of this House employed because they were former Labor members.
Mr Peter Dowding: Like the former Liberal Party members getting jobs paid for by the
taxpayer.
Mr HASSELL: Exactly! They should also be disclosed. The salary of anybody employed
by the public should be disclosed if asked for unless an unusual situation exists. I do not see
any problem with the disclosure of Mr Bartholornacus's salary of $104 400 as the Director
General of the Ministry of the Premier and State Administration. [t would be just as easy to
make public die salary paid to Mr Hedge. Is Mr Hodge on the Government payroll as well?
Has he not been doing some advisory work?
Mr Peter Dowding: I do not know.
Mr HASSELL- What about Arthur Tonkin?
Mr Blaikie: What about Dave Evans?
Mr Peter Dowding: I thought the basis of these people's contribution had been disclosed.
Mr HASSELL: Questions have been asked in recent times seeking information about the
payment of these people. When will the Premier tell us the consultancy fee paid to Whitlarn
Turnbull?
Mr Peter Dowding: You jump from one thing to another.
Mr HASSELL: It is the same issue.
Mr Peter Dowding: No, it is not.
Mr HASSELL: The issue is whether the Government is accountable, whether the Parliament
is working and what money is spent on these payments.
Mr Peter Dowding: Nonsense.
Mr HASSELL: It is nonsense because the Premier is embarrassed about it.
Mr Peter Dowding: The difficulty is your personal hypocrisy. I have an example of the
member for Cottesloe advertising immediately before the election campaign in 1982. The
political advertisement was carried on 2 November of that year.
Mr HIASSELL: Every single fanner member of the Labor Party over the last six years has
been given a job by this Government.
Ws Peter Dowding: That is not true. The former Premier of Western Australia was nor given

a job by this Government.
Mr HASSELL: He was given the biggest job of a. He got out of this country for good
reason.
Every single former Labor member of this Chamber has been given a job and every member
of the Goverrnent who ceased to be a Minister and became a backbencher has been given
extra benefits. It is only necessary to [oak at the enormous range of jobs that Mr Bryce has
had. If that is not bad enough, the Government tries to cover this up by not telling the people
what the salaries are. Mr Bartholomaeus came up through the ranks of the Labor Party.
Mr Peter Dowding: He was previously a member of the Liberal Party.
Mr HASSELL: He did not progress very far through the ranks of the Liberal Party. That is
the point I want to raise on this item. What qualifications does Mr Bartholomnaeus have for
this job?
Mir Peter Dowding: That is why they gave you the bullet as the Leader of the Opposition;
you have no capacity to make a judgment.
Mr HASSELL: The Premier's only defence to any challenge is personal abuse - that is a
problem he has. This problem goes back a long way - it is a matter of asking his former
secretary or asking some of his colleagues who went onto the public record to say that being
Premier had gone to the Premier's head and he cannot cope with it.

Mr Peter Dowding: Nonsense!
Mr HASSELL: I asked the Premier a very important question about Mr Bartholomacus's
qualifications because he was making the point that Mr Bartholomacus had a great deal of
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experience in public sector management and many qualifications for the job. My
understanding is that Mr Bartholomacus has a background working in hospitals and has
subsequently done a number of jobs in Government including his recent position relating to
occupational health and safety. From what the Premier was saying, he holds both jobs at
present.
Mr Peter Dowding: He is acting in the position under discussion.

Mr HAS SELL: So, he is acting in the position and has not been granted that position?

Mr Peter Dowding: He is acting.

Mr HASSELL: I wonder whether the Premier will tell the Chamber about Mr
Bartholomaeus' great deal of experience in public sector management.

Mr BLAJIKE: I refer to the comments earlier related to the Department of Cabinet and
Public Sector Management regarding the amount of money spent last year and the amount to
be spent in the forthcoming year. The Premier said that he did not have the information with
him and he would undertake to get the information for the Leader of the Opposition. I
indicate to the Premier that this was the tragedy that occurred during the fiasco of the Budget
debate last year. Some Ministers came forward and were asked reasonable questions
regarding what was tied up in financial structures, what money was allocated to various
matters and what were the reasons for the increases; and time and time again Ministers
replied with a sickly sweet smile that they did not have the information at that time, explained
that they hoped the member could understand the difficulty, and said they wished to make
progress and would get the information forthwith. I assure the Premier that the information
was not forthcoming. We are up to item I in Division 5 and already the same set of
circumstances as last year is taking place in that we are told the information is not in the
Chamber. I am not interested in the rhetoric about how the department will operate more
efficiently and how accounting systems will be improved; we were given that rhetoric last
year.

What are the reasons for the increase in expenditure? Last year we were subjected to a
deplorable situation in which the budgets for Aboriginal Affairs and the Ministry of
Education were not debated. During the dinner suspension I will extract from Haf nsard the
number of occasions last year on which Ministers promised to provide infonmation relevant
to the Budget debate, but did not do so. This item deals with the affairs of this State.
Taxpayers' money is being spent and we have heard only rhetoric from the Government and
we have not been given the facts or the figures. If the Premier is not going to do anything
about it, every member in this House should understand clearly what the Government is
doing. What happened 12 months ago is occurring again today.

I ask members on the Government side of the House to pick an item and ask the relevant
Minister during the course of this debate to advise why there has been an increase in that item
in money terms. After all, it is part of their responsibility as members of Parliament to do
that. They do not come to this place and drink cups of tea -

Point of Order

Mr PETER DOWDING: I do not mind a general debate about the shortcomings of me or my
Ministers, but this is a debate on the items and the member is not dealing with item 1.
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr Donovan): My attention was momentarily distracted by the
member for Cottesloe who is seeking clarification of guidance given earlier. I agree that this
is a debate on the htems in the Budget and not on Ministers' or the Premier's characters, or
characteristics. I ask for the member for Vasse to confine his remarks to item 1.

Committee Resumed

Mr BLAIKIE: I will, Mr Deputy Chairman. This item relates to 141 personnel and it is
estimated that $5.5 million will be spent on their employment- The Premier, Ministers and
members opposite come to this Chamber with rhetoric and not with the facts. The
Government does not know on what it will spend its money. When we ask the Premier he
says, "I have not got the information with me right now, but I wil get it and I will provide it
to the Leader of the Opposition as soon as I possibly can. We will be more efficient and there
will be greater public sector management - you will not get any figures, but you will hear the
rhetoric." I accepted it last year, but I am not prepared to accept it again this year.
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On each item I will ask the relevant Minister to provide the relevant information in money
terms. Surely!I will not be denied the opportunity of questioning the expenditure of public
moneys because I am only exercising my right as a responsible member of Parliament, and
the responsibility of Government is to provide facts.

Mr STRICKLAND: As a new member of Parliament I have to question the reason for the
changes in this year's Budget compared with last year's Budget. For instance, the figure
relating to Management and Information Services has increased by something like
3 300 per cent. The figure expended last year was $14 000 and the estimate this year is
$463 000 and there may be a simple reason for it. There are significant changes in many
areas and I refer to Office of Public Sector Management in which there is nearly a
100 per cent increase.

I do not believe it is my role to ask questions on each item because the figures represent past
practices, but this Parliament must address itself to the changes to the practices. It is
important that evety Minister who comes into this Chamber is prepared to quickly go through
the figures of the appropriate division and indicate the reasons behind the major changes in
expenditure. If that occurred early in the debate it would save a great deal of time and
members would not have to ask as many questions.

Dr TURNBULL: I am sorry to come back to the subject of personnel. I have compared last
year's Budget with this year's Budget regarding the Treasurer's section which has been
moved out of the Premier's section into the Deputy Premier's section this year. It appears
that only 12 people could have been moved to account for the increase in numbers. How
does the Premier account for the increase in numbers? We cannot tell which section they are
under. This year there are an extra 48 personnel which is an 18 per cent increase.

Mr PETER DOWDING: This item takes account of a number of increases of roles under the
structure. Nearly $1 million has been transferred from the Public Service Commission
estimates to this ministry to accommodate the transfer of 23 staff and some functions.
Management and Information Services is a new branch which has been established with 15
staff at a full year cost of $462 600. Those two items account for some of those increases.

I cannot anticipate what information will be required in these debates. I have to do my best
and I do have a great deal of information. The Leader of the Opposition asked the reason for
the $80 000 increase in the estimate for the Parliamentary Secretary of the Cabinet. There are
extra staff and [ am not in a position to advise him of the specific functions they perform.

The member for Cortesloe questioned the role and responsibilities of Dr Bartholomnaeus and I
make the point that he was involved in not just working in a hospital - it is a smart way of
implying something which the member for Cottesloc relishes.

Mr Hassell: I did not imply anything. Did he work in a hospital?

Mr PETER DOWDING: Of course he did. He has considerable experience in occupational
health and safety and in the role of consultant he was involved with Mike Cross, who was
then head of the Department of Employment and Training and TAFE, in bringing together
proposals for improved public sector management and the tripartite managemnt of those
proposals, and the negotiations with the CSA and other unions. Those are his qualifications
for holding the position. I have not heard anybody other than the member for Cottesloc
question his role as head of occupational health and safety. HeI has been well received by
industry and the unions in that role.

Mr Court: DOHSWA has become too political instead of being a safety organisation.

Mr PETER DOWDING: That is nonsense. In addition, he is eminently qualified for his
position. In summary, $930 000 was transferred from the Public Service Commissioner to
accommodate the transfer of 23 staff and some of their functions; there were substantial
increases in the role of the information services group; and $462 000 plus is the cost of that
service in a full year. Those facts give rise to those increases.

Dr TUTRNBIJLL: Where do the extra 23 positions come in?

Mr Peter Dowding: Which extra 23 positions?

Dr TURNBULL: The Premier has accounted for 23 positions from the Treasury section.

Mr Peter Dowding: No, from the Public Service Commissioner.
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Dr TURNBULL. There were 15 positions under "Management and Information Services"
and under "Office of the Cabinet" about 23 extra people.
Mr Peter Dowding: From what base are you looking at this and which area are you looking
at?
Mr COURT: Will :h&7 Premier explain how and why this department restructuring has taken
place as this relates to some further questions I wish to ask? How many journalists are
employed by the Government in total, and not just in this department, whether in the
Department of Premier and State Administration, Cabinet and Public Sector Management, or
the information services coming in on top of the media office, and so on? This is the
Preier's propaganda machine, so we are owed an explanation as to why it is set up in this
way.
Mr PETER DOWDING: Thbe Deputy Leader of the Opposition can treat the department in
that way, but that is not the case. It was split because the Department of Premier and State
Administration handles protocol matters, ceremonial matters and hospitality matters. It
services Royal Commissions, the Govemnment garage, and the ever changing needs of
members opposite and ever increasing requests for staff and facilities. It services the
Minister's office. It provides for all those areas the Deputy Leader knows full well are to do
with running those aspects of Government. The Ministry of Cabinet and Public Sector
Management plays a coordinating role for Cabinet, provides policy advice, and coordinates
Cabinet minutes when they get to Cabinet in an endeavour to take a whole of Government
approach and to bring to the attention of Ministers decisions and views expressed in other
agencies.
Mr Court: How does that tie in with public sector management?
Mr PETER DOWDING: Because that is the role of the Cabinet process. That is serviced
from the Ministry of Cabinet and Public Sector Management.
Mr Hassell: Wouldn't you think the two, the Ministry of Premier and Cabinet and the
Ministry of Public Sector Management, could handle it?
Mr PETER DOWDING: T'he member for Cotresloe can think what he likes.
Mr Hassell: That would be logical.
Mr PETER DOWDING: The member for Cottesloe may think so, but it is not logical as
expressed by the people there and that is not the view we have accepted. It is the role of the
whole of Government approach to public sector management which is important. I cannot
understand how the Opposition takes a negative view of our trying to ensure that public
sector management is improved. After all its rhetoric and criticism and its expressions of
public concern about the non-performance of the public sector that ought to be seen as
justification for having an agency which for part of its time focuses on the issue of
rnaximnising the efficient management of the public sector.
I have made quite clear that our determination in areas such as PIMS and enhancing GAS in
managing the way in which central agencies impose their controls and deal with those
controls all justify this agency, which has a review function. It is working well. It does
nothing other than create a good environent for improving public sector management. If
members opposite take the view that other structures are appropriate for this function, so be
it. The fact is that this structure has been accepted wholeheartedly by the Public Service
Commissioner and we have a good working relationship about it. Members opposite will see
over the next three years the benefits of this sort of activity in the public sector.
The member for Collie keeps asking about extra employees. She should remember that these
are full-time equivalents, which is not the same thing as numbers of individuals, I have
accounted for the growth in the areas of information services and activity taken over from the
Public Service Commissioner.

Progress
Progress reported and leave given to sit again at a later stage of the sitting, an motion by Mr
Peter Dowding (Premier).
[Continued on p 4392.]
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[Questions without notice taken.J
Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.30 pm

BILLS (6)
Messages - Appropriations

Messages from the Lieutenant Governor and Administrator received and read recommending
appropriations for the purposes of the following Bills -

1 . Conservation and Land Management Amendment Bill

2. Government Employees Superannuation Amendment Bill
3. Acts Amendment (Parliamentary Superannuation) Bill
4. Tobacco B ill

5. State Employment and Skills Development Authority Bill

6, Lotteries Commission Bill

BILLS (7) - ASSENT
Messages from the Lieutenant Governor and Administrator received and read notifying
assent to the following Bills -

1 . Financial Institutions Duty Amendment Bill

2. Public Trustee Amendment Bill

3. Change of Names Regulation Amendment Bill

4. Judges' Salaries and Pensions Amendment Bill

5. Transport Co-ordination Amendment Bill

6. Pay-roll Tax Amendment Bill
7. Pay-roll Tax Assessment Amendment Bill

APPROPRIATION (CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND) BILL

Committee
Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. The Deputy Chairman of Committees (Mr
Donovan) in the Chair; Mr Parker (Treasurer) in charge of the B ill.

Division 5: Cabinet and Public Sector Mianagenment, $8 296 000 -

Progress was reported after the Division had been partly considered.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN: Before I give the call to the member for Vasse I resumed the
Chair after the dinner suspension for a specific purpose; that is, to correct in part the ruling I
made in connection with Standing Order No 304(4)(f). I remind members of the intent of
that general Standing Order, but I correct the ruling I made and point out to members that it is
not, of course, a requirement that notification under that Standing Order be made in writing.
It was drawn to my attention. Nonetheless, the intent of that Standing Order remains in order
to overcome the situation we found ourselves in before the dinner suspension.

Item 2: Administration Expenses -

Mr BLALKJE: I Congratulate you, Mr Deputy Chairman, on your speedy correction of this
situat ion and I assure you of my cooperation.

Item 2 relates to administration expenses and last year the vote was $605 000 and an amount
of $816 000 was actually expended which represents a $200 000 increase. This year the
estimated figure of $2.1 million represents an increase of between 300 and 400 per cent . I
ask the Premier what the Administration Expenses cover and what is the reason for this
increase because it is a significant increase.

Mr PETER DOWDING: The largest part of the proposed expenditure is actually the capital
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cost of the purchase of If and office equipment. The Ministry of the Premier and State
Administration and the Parliamentary Secretary of the Cabinet had a great deal of obsolete
equipment and some of it has been put out to agencies. There was a general review of needs
and $700 000 of the $L.3 million increase is for the provision of new IT and office
equipment.
We have tried to rationalise information technology across the Government sector generally
and we have tried to ensure that we put some sensible limits on the acquisition costs. At
times, in order to do that it has meant buying a new system and that is why there is such a
major inctease in that item.

Item 3: Government iMedia Office -

Mr BLALLKIE: Under item 1, 1 understand $593 000 has been allocated to the wages of the
Government Media Office. However in addition, under Other Services $236 000 is sought
for this year. We are looking at a total expenditure in the Government Media Office
department of some tee-quarters of a million dollars.

Mr Dowding: Is this under Item 3?

Mir BLAJXIE: Yes. What is the make-up of the funding under Item 3?
Mr COURT: Earlier on in this question of the media office I asked the Premier about the
number of journalists employed by the Government. Can the Premier teUl us that now?

Mr Peter Dowding: No, we have answered that question in a parliamentary question and I
can't dig up the reference to it.

Mr COURT: Was that about six months ago?

Mr Peter Dowding: Yes; if I knew when I would have found it.

Mr Blaikie: If the Deputy Leader wanted to put a question he should have issued a Press
release and the Minister would have received an instant answer from the media office.
Mr COURT: Perhaps that is the route [ should take, do you think?

Mr PETER DOWDING: The smarter thing would have been to ask the question on notice
and get an instant answer. There is an answer somewhere. I could not find it during the
dinner adjournment compounded by the fact that I had the family disapprovingly looking at
my engaging in work activities at that time. I apologise to the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition for that. There is an increase of just under $40 000 in this item; it covers media
equipment, purchase of newspapers, general maintenance of media equipment, TV and radio
monitoring, photographs, reference material and State promotion and publications. We have
produced a video for visiting potentates and business people.
Mr Lewis: Only one?

Mr PETER DOWDING: I think it has been through three versions but it is substantially the
same video.
Mr Kierath: Who does it star?

Mr PETER DQWDING: Western Australia. The Deputy Leader of the Opposition might
like a copy given that visiting business people come and see him also from time to time.

Mr Court: They usually see us first so I suppose we should have one.

Mr PETER DOWDING: I cannot imagine why they would do that, but the Deputy Leader of
the Opposition would be welcome to a copy. It is a very useful gift for people to take away
with them. There is also a proposal for a similar sort of document on Western Australia to
give these people which is included in part of the Estimates for the increase of $37 410.
Mr Blaikie: How is the bulk of the other couple of hundred thousand dollars arrived at?

Mr PETER DOWDING: T1he bulk of it is on publications, publicity, photos, reference
material, television and radio monitoring, the purchase of newspapers and periodicals and the
general maintenance of media equipment.

Mr BLAIKIE: I thank the Premier for that information. Would the Government consider
making the television clips of Western Australia available to members who are going abroad
on visits that are fully approved?
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Mr Peter Dowding: They can have them for those trips that are not fully approved.

Mr BLAUE: The media office provides a very useful service for members and all members
should be able to use facilities of a general nature without getting into any of the
Governent's confidential business. I have had some difficulty from time to time gaining
access to the media service. I have used the excellent library service but I do not believe we
ought to put our own library service under too much stress. However if public information is
being collected it ought to be made available to members of Parliament. Would the Premier
consider making those services available to members?

Mr Peter Dowding: The video is certainly available to you.

Mr KIERATH: How much of that amount was actually spent on media monitoring?

Mr Peter Dowding: Media monitoring is done by people within the service. The items which
create the cost are the equipment, the material and upgrading and maintaining the material; it
is not the staff.

Mr KJBRATH: Can the Prem-ier give some sort of break up of the media monitoring section.

Mr Peter Dowding: For last yeas?

Mr KJ2ERATH: Well, even for last year,

Mr Peter Dowding: No, I don't have the break up of the wages because people are working
in the Government Media Office but we are talking about item 3 which is really not an item
for wages and so forth but for other services. My understanding is that that is for the items I
have mentioned. I can't give you a break down item by item.

Ms KIERATH: Was any of that done on contract from other organisations?

Mr Peter Dowding: No, I don't think so; I would be surprised if it were. When [ was
Minister for Mines and Fuel and Energy I knew chat one of the Government agencies I was
responsible for had its own clipping service, but the Government doesn't use a clipping
service.
Item 4: Women's Interests Branch -

Mr MacKINNON: I refer specifically to question 883 of 19 September in which I asked why
the expenditure had increased. Members will see that it has increased quite significantly
from $32 355 last year to $272 000 budgeted for this year. The answer was -

Last year through the Government's social strategy "Putting Families First". $220 000
was committed to provide grants to community initiated projects which assist women
in their social and personal development. Sixty-two projects throughout the Stare
received funding.

In answer to part two in relation to this year the answer was -

A fturther $232 000 has been allocated in the 1989-90 Budget to continue this
worthwhile program. The Women's Interest Branch is responsibte for the
administration of the Women's Trust.

Would the Premier give me an example of one of the 62 projects receiving funding
throughout the State? With all due respect, an answer such as the Premier gave tells me
nothing other than $220 000 is going into 62 projects.

Secondly, the women's interests branch is responsible for the administration of the women's
trust. What is the women's trust, what funds go into the trust, and who is responsible for it?
I am concerned about the growing practice of the Government of putting funds into trusts,
when we then have to search through a lot of reports to find out what is happening. I am not
saying they are not accountable, because under the Financial Administration and Audit Act
there has to be a report somewhere, but it is a pretty tortuous process to find out where.

Ms PETER DOWDING: What was the date of the question?

Mr Macinnon: It is question 883 of 19 September.

Ms PETER DOWDING: If the Leader of the Opposition had asked me at that time for
examples of those projects, [ would have ensured that the list was made available to him.
That would be only appropriate. The increase in this item for the women's interests branch
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is the allocation of the women's trust fund. It was designed to provide funds for a variety of
projects. I do not have with me a list of those projects, and I do not pretend to recollect the
detail of them.
Dr Watson: One was a newsletter for a group of Christian women.

Mr PETER DOWDING: Yes. If the Leader of the Opposition wants a list, I will ensure that
it is made available to him. The concept is that of making a small seed contribution towards
the many community groups which focus on the needs of women in the community. Often
these are small and isolated groups in country and regional areas, for whom the normal focus
of advances would have been under the miscellaneous list. The point of ensuring that some
of the funding is made available in this way is that the input into the decision making process
does not come just from the traditional sources; it is an opportunity to ensure that these sorts
.of contributions go to the community groups for whom the women's interests branch is able
to receive submissions and make recommendations. It has been the practice of Government
to make available under that list large numbers of individual grants, often of relatively small
amounts, to worthy groups. The other addition is $5 000 for International Women's Day.
Mr STRICKLAND: Is it possible to find out whether the West Stirling Neighbourhood
House Group, which is a group in my electorate, was successful in its application?

Mr Peter Dowding: That is not a matter that I can recall.

A Government member: Ring them up!

Mr STRICKLAND: I would like that information.
Mr Peter Dowding: If you ask for the information in the normal way, you will get it.

Mr STRICKLAND: If we were to get a list of the projects, we would know what it is all
about.

Division 5 put and passed.
Division 6: Governor's Establishment, $1 216000 -
Mr MacINNON: I want to raise a very serious matter: The future use of Government
House and the grounds of Government House. Some time ago I expressed my concern about
proposals that have been put forward by various sections of the community to open up
Government House for public use. I strongly oppose such a move. My interest in this
question began in May when a resident of Fremantle approached me, expressing his concern
about an announcement made by the Perth City Council in respect of its support for the
opening up of the Government House gardens for public use. I wrote to the Lord Mayor, Mr
Charles Hopkins, seeking information about that proposal. He indicated that a central Perth
foreshore study had recognised the importance of the Government House gardens -

Mr Peter Dowding: I do not want to stop you, but is this relevant?
Mr MacKIhJNON: This Division relates to the Governor's establishment in terms of the
maintenance of the buildings, the upkeep of the gardens, and the total funding for that
establishment. If the Premier wants to take a point of order, he can do so, and I hope that
you, Mr Deputy Chairnan, will rule that it is most appropriate for me to debate this matter~ in
fact, no other section of the Budget would enable me to debate whether the grounds should be
maintained in the current manner, or their use changed. I am not alone in the view that the
current situation should remain as it is.

Mr Peter Dowding: Who is suggesting that it be changed?

Mr MacKINNON: If the Premier listens, I will tell him. First, the Perth City Council has
suggested that the situation be changed. The letter from the Lord Mayor states -

Accordingly the study recommended the permanent opening of the Gardens to the
public.

The Lord Mayor went on to say -

However, after a number of submissions from the public objecting to this proposal,
the proposal was modified to:-.
"It is accepted that the wording to 'permanently' open the Gardens used in the Study's

A21I-recommendation may be too strong and that if pursued with the relevant

4395



authorities an acceptable compromise could be reached. For example visual access
could be improved by replacing solid fences and judiciously pnmning greenery along
the Garden's boundaries. Public access could be improved by opening the gardens
between say 10.00 am and 3.00 pm. each day, with the exception of those days when
maximum security is required.
While the intent of the Study's recommendations in this regard is appropriate, the
wording should be modified to reflect the desire for the Gardens to:-
(a) be far more accessible to the public in contrast to 'permanently' open;
(b) form less of a visual and physical barrier between the city and the waterfront;
(c) be reinforced as an integral pant of the foreshore open spaces and provide a

strong link between the foreshore and the central city."
It should be noted that no action has yet been taken to pursue the proposition of
opening the Gardens to the public with the relevant authorities, although the Council
has adopted the proposal as a general policy.

That indicates that the Perth City Council has a general policy favouring the opening up of
the Government House gardens, by removing most of the external wails, and giving public
access between certain hours. The current situation in respect of the Government House
gardens is chat they can be used by agencies approved by Government House. I have been to
several functions there; for example, to recognise the 75th anniversary of the Red Cross,
which was an enjoyable and most appropriate function. The previous Governor opened up
Government House and the gardens from time to time for public inspection, and that is a very
popular move, and one of which the public takes advantage. However, that is a very different
question from opening up the gardens penmanently, or from conventing Government House to
a museum. The Premier asked who is proposing that this be the case. I refer him to an article
in The Weekend Australian of Saturday, 4 November.
The summary of the States in this week's The Weekend Australian was just as interesting, as
it commented on the illuminating statements made by the Premier on Radio 6PR this week.
However, this article refers to Government House itself and [ want to quote from it so that the
Premier understands the nature of my concern.
Mr Peter Dowding: Is it by Joe Pop?
Mr MacKINNON: No, it is by Peter Terry, and his article reads in part -

Before the new appointee moves in - Professor Reid resigned in September for health
reasons - they want to See a complete rewrite of working conditions for governors and
arrangements made to bring the newcomer into the 20th century.

He is quoting some sections of the State Labor Party, and I am sure the Premier will agree
that Peter Terry is not a journalist known for his inaccurate reports. The article continues -

The new governor's headquarters would be established in some major city centre
office block -

Can members imagine the Governor residing in ant office block in the central city? The
article continues -

- and when he finished work for the day he would be expected to return to his own
suburban home, just like anyone else.

Mr Kierath: Would it be in the same building as the Premier's office?
Mr MacKINNON: It could well be, but that would be most inappropriate. The article
continues -

The proposal, which has been circulating at the highest party levels, is not just
designed to introduce an element of egality into a vice-regal job. It is part of a master
plan to re-shape entirely the centre of Perth.

Later on the article says -
As for the future of Government House, there are those who fancy turning it into
some sont of constitutional museumn to display relics of the State's political history.
The hope is that a move would be made before 1990 -
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Members should note how far away we are from 1990. The article continues -

- 100 years after Britain stopped administering the State from West-Minster.

I find these proposals abhorrent in the extreme. To consider having the viceregal
representative in this State residing in an office and going home like the nine to five people
defies the imagination and shows exactly the direction and policy of the Labor Parry in
Western Australia; that is, to devalue the viceregal office in the longer term and, of course,
lead this State and Australia into a republic. I totally oppose that. I want to place quite
clearly on the record that it is not a point of view with which I agree and I sincerely hope that
tonight the Premier will distance himself completely from those proposals put forward by
Peter Terry, citing the most senior people within the Labor Party in this State.

Also, I suggest to the Premier that it is time he and his Government stopped penny-pinching
in their approach to Government House and started spending a bit of money, particularly on
the Government House ballroom, to ensure it is kept in a condition of which all Western
Australians can be proud. In this State we have an organisation called Friends of
Government House who have to run social functions to raise money to keep that building in
good order. That is the situation we have reached in this State - the Premier can afford to
have an aircraft sitting on the tarmac, costing $70 000 a month whether he uses it or not.
while the allocation for the Governiment House ballroom's maintenance and minor works is
$9 000 and at the same rime people have to go out - because they care, as I do; I have been to
a couple of their functions supporting what they do - endeavouring to raise funds to keep in
order a building which is really part of this State's heritage and democratic system. I hope
the Premier will give that commitment.

Finally, I ask the Premier to indicate when he expects to formally announce the appointment
of the new Governor. As he is aware, reports in the Press have indicated that it may well be
the former Chief Justice, Sir Francis Burt. However, I would be interested in knowing not
just who it is - and obviously the Premier will not make that announcement until it has
approval from Her Majesty the Queen - but when he expects to make the announcement.
Mr BLAJIKIE: I believe the role of the Governor and the maintenance of the Governor's
establishment are very important, not only because of their tradition in Western Australia but
also because of our ties to the monarchy. It is deplorable to see the present circumstances of
the Governor's establishment. Government House - its gardens and buildings, and the
grounds in particular - are virtually in a state of siege. The Premier should scotch any
arguments or rumours by clearly indicating his Government's policy in relation to the
Governor's establishment and its future, and telling us whether it will continue in. this stare of
siege or face a far better future during this decade. A bad decision was made by the
Parliament years ago to annex part of the grounds of Government House to allow Perth City
Council to erect its council offices.

The Leader of the Opposition has already commented on some items of expenditure for the
Governor's establishment. Last year some $3 000 was spent on the Government House
ballroom. I believe it is the most prestigious establishment in Perth and with appropriate.
funds it could be upgraded to achieve the standards required in the 1990s. The Government
is planning to change the whole face of the Kings Park restaurant -

Mr Peter Dowding: But at whose suggestion? The Kings Park Board's. You have had a fair
free kick over that nonsense. You ought to get your facts right. The Kings Park Board
comprises people in whom the Government has a great deal of confidence. Ann Cullity and
the rest of that board do a really excellent job. They have had a kicking from you fellows
over the last few weeks. Absolutely no-one can understand what on earth you are on about.

Mr BLAMKE: I will tell the Premier what we are on about. His Minister brought a Bill to
this Parliament -

The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Dr Gallop): Order! I would prefer the member for Vasse to
return to Division 6.
Mr BLAMIJE: It is very important that the Governor's establishment be acknowledged and
funded appropriately by the Government. I believe the people of this State expect that to
happen. I totally reject the proposal to close down the building and give the public virtally
unlimited access to the grounds; but I want to know the Government's position on this.

Mr COURT: I want to add my support to this whole question of the future of Government
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House, the buildings and their use. I support the concept of the Governor's living and
operating out of Government House. That is the appropriate way to keep it as a very
distinctive and special building in the community. Many of us attend functions at the
Government House ballroom. The Government uses the ballroom for receptions for visiting
dignitaries, such as members of the royal family. [ attended a dinner at the ballroom for the
Romanian President.

Mr Peter Dowding: We almost had the palace involved over it.

Mr COURT: The ballroom is a magnificent, well located facility for the functions held by
the Government of the day.
Mr Peter Dowding: You didn't spend any money on it when you were in Government.

Mr COURT: I am not talking about what happened when we -

Mr Peter Dowding: It's a pity you don't.

Mr COURT: As it happens I was not in Parliament then.

Mr Peter Dowding: Your party was and you are the Deputy Leader of it.

Mr COURT: I am trying to make constructive suggestions. The ballroom should be a more
distinctive facility. Inside it is fine but when people arrive they have to go down a lane at the
side of Council House. This facility should not have such an entry. The Government should
spend some money to upgrade the ballroom itself as well as the entrance so that people can
drive up and be dropped off under cover; elderly and handicapped people will not have to
walk up the front steps if this upgrading takes place. With some imagination an architect
could do a magnificent job on the ballroom. A growing place such as Perth needs a facility
which befits the fine State in which we live. Members of the Government who spend more
time at functions than do Opposition members would agree that the ballroom and its facilities
are substandard. The ballroom should not be allowed to deteriorate; we should consider it
part of our building heritage. If the building were upgraded we would then have a facility of
which we could be extremely proud during ceremonial occasions.

Mr PETER DOWDING: An announcement will not be made regarding a formal decision
about the new Governor of Western Australia until legislation relating to the Governor's
conditions are passed. That is appropriate. Discussions are being held with the Lieutenant
Governor and that is understood to be appropriate having regard to the terns of the
legislation. When the legislation is passed we will have formal consultations preceding the
appointment of a Governor. The question of whether Government House ought to be a
residence for the Governor is obviously a matter that needs to be discussed with the Governor
designate and his or her wishes and requirements are obviously a matter which would play a
large part in that decision.

The use of Government House for public purposes has been touched on by members
opposite. We have allocated funds for the upgrading of the fabric of Government House and
some funds to prevent deterioration of the Government House ballroom. We will take on
board the Opposition's comnments about the need for substantial expenditure on the ballroom.
That will not occur in this Budget but can be considered in the funute.

As to the hidden, dark, satanic, republic plot to do away with the vestiges -

Mr Court: It is happening.

Mr PETER DOWDING: I am surnarising the position which the member for Nedlands has
put to do away with the vestiges of the Crown and in some sntide and underhand way slide in
a republican figurehead. It is not on the agenda for the Government. I have no interest in
taking on the role. It is obviously a matter for people to discuss including, if they wish,
members of the Labor Party. It does not form part of the Government's policies; it is not a
proposal I endorse. The use of Government House is a matter for discussion with the
Governor designate. The previous Governor and the Governent took the view that it was
appropriate that Government House be available for a number of public occasions - unlike
the Liberal Party which liked its own little cossetted group to occasionally gain entrance to
the heralded lawns. Under the late Governor and under the arrangements we proposed in
respect of the use of the grounds of Government House a variety of people in the community
have been admitted to functions. The allocation of places for the royal garden party was a
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classic example. The Opposition parties have not innovated a way to get a new range of
people into important occasions. Similarly the functions for the opening of volunteers day
and seniors week have been a great success and have been appropriate uses for the
Government House grounds. I hope that under the arrangements with any future Governor
they will be able to continue.

Item 1: Salaries, Wages and Allowances -
Mr MacKINNON: I am not happy with the response by the Premier. lHe said that the use of
Government House in future will not be a question for the Government but for the future
Governor.

Mr Peter Dowding: I did not say that at all.

Mr MacKINNON: The Premier did not deny he had considered the question of opening up
the gardens of Government House.

Mr Peter Dowding: I said it was neither the policy nor the intention that the building be
convented into a museum.

Mr MacKINNON: The Premier indicated it would be a matter of discussion between himself
and the incoming Governor.

Mr Peter Dowding: I said it was not our policy; I said I did not have that intention and the
future use of Government House would be a matter for -
Mr MacKINNON: The Premier indicated he was prepared to go down the path of opening
up the gardens for public use and allowing the building to be used for other purposes. In
other words, if the incoming Governor does not want to Live at Government House the
Government will not insist that be does.

Mr Peter Dowding: That is a matter for discussion with the incoming Governor.

Mr MacKINNON: The Premier will not ensure that the Governor resides at Government
House? No, he will not.

Mr Peter Dowding: What nonsense.

Mr MacKINNON: I say that is exactly what the Government will do. It will be in a position
to say that it was not the person's wish to live at Government House so the Government will
not insist upon it. After six to 12 months the Government will wish to use the gardens for
public recreation and convert the building into a museum.

Mr Peter Dowding: Nonsense.

Mr Macinnon: That is what is intended. I totally oppose that policy. Government House
should be kept for the permanent use and residence of the Governor of Western Australia.

Mr Peter Dowding: Unequivocally, I tell the Leader of the Opposition, his hypothesis is
wrong.

Mr Kierath: That is better. The words used before were "dark and satanic".

Mr MacKIhJNON: Exactly. The Premier has not indicated my hypothesis might be wrong in
detail; he has not indicated that the future Governor will reside permanently in Government
House and that the gardens will be retained in terms of public use, in the same manner as
now, and the building will not be wirned over for public use.

Lest the Premier have any misconceptions, I advise hinm that I put out a Press statement
applauding him for the maimer in which he issued invitations for the viceregal garden party.
It was a great innovation and he should be congratulated for it. I have indicated also that I
support totally the move by the previous Governor to open up to the public on weekends on a
regular basis the buildings and the gardens of Government House. I strongly oppose those
gardens being opened up on a permanent basis and I also oppose the former Governor's view
put forward in an article in The Weekend Australian that he uses Government House as an
office and then goes home. That is not the way it should be used and, when we become the
Government, that is not the way it will be used. I hope the Premier will give me a
commuritment that it will not occur again under his Administration.
Mr PETER DOWVDING: The Leader of the Opposition tends to repeat himself and I will be
forced to do the same thing. That is not the policy of the Government. The arrangements for
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cte Governor are matters upon which we will have discussions with him, Anything less than
that would be a gross discourtesy to the person considered to be a fit and proper person to be
Governor. We would have no objection if Governors choose to work in that place and live
elsewhere or if they choose to live there for a short time or do not want to live there at all. Is
the Opposition suggesting that we reject them on those grounds?

Mr MacKinnon: I am not suggesting that at all.

NMx PETER DOWDING: The Leader of the Opposition should not try to wriggle out of it.
He is suggesting that, if the person who was considered to be suitable to be the Governor told
us that he wanted to work at Government House and live at home or that be wished to make
other arrangements, we should reject him.

Mr Macinnon: Exactly.

MW PETER DOWDING: That is a very shortsighted view and the Leader of the Opposition
is making a mountain out of a molehill. There are no intentions to change those
arrangements.

Mr Macinnon: Peter Terry was wrong, was he?

Mr PETER DOWDlING: Yes, he was.
Mr Macinnon: He was absolutely dead right.

Mr PETER DOWDING: I know why the Leader of the Opposition does not get on weD as
leader of his party. All of his members get jacked off with him because he cannot accept an
answer. He has asked me a question anid I have said that, unequivocally, the policy of this
Government is not that articulated in the article by Peter Terry. I have no plans to change the
arrangements that stand at the moment. However -

Mr Macinnon: However!

Mr PETER DOWDlING: I do not know how the Leader of the Opposition gets on in his
party room, but it must be difficult for him and his members. Any matters of this nature are
for discussion with the Governor designate. It does not go beyond that. In case the Leader of
the Opposition wishes to put out a Press release at I I o'clock tonight saying, "Shock, honror,
the British Empire is about to fall", 1 repeat that Peter Terry's column does not reflect this
Government's policies.

Division 6 put and passed.
Division 7: Executive Council, $10 -

Mr MacKINNON:. A recent announcement indicated that the role of the Executive Council
was under review. On 1 November I asked question 1562 of the Premier.
Mr Kierath: He does not Like your asking questions.

Mr MacKINNON: His Government does not like providing answers. Perhaps we are asking
the wrong people. Perhaps we should be talking to the people to whom Stephen Loxicy
spoke. They gave him pretty good answers. I asked the Premier about the role and function
of the Executive Council. He replied -

An interdepartmental working party has completed a review of the role and function
of Executive Council and reported to Cabinet.

H-e then said that a draft Acts amendment Bill was being prepared and that Ministers were
contributing thereto. Will the Premier indicate when he expects that Bill to be introduced
into this Parliament and what wil be the nature ofT the legislation? Will it involve significant
changes to the rule of Executive Council? The report of the Ministry of the Premier and State
Administration indicates that submissions to the Executive Council totalled 3 500 in 1986-87,
approximately 3 200 in 1987-88 and 3 400 in 1988-89.

Mr PETER DOWDING. Occasionally I feel embarrassed about sounding a bit pompous.
Maybe the former Government did not have long enough in off ice to understand these
matters or maybe it has not had much managerial experience. However, when one initiates a
review of something -

Mr Kierath: You are arrogant.
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Mr PETER DOWDING: I am sorry if I sound arrogant. We have found that no-one can tell
us on which criteria matters go to Exco. It is strange that a matter involving a prisoner's
attendance at his mother's funeral has to be referred to Exco, but a major decision made by
the Executive does not.

Mr Hassell: It doesn't even have to go to Parliament if it is a $150 million guarantee.

Mr PETER DOWDING: The former Leader of the Opposition could provide all of that
financial support to Bunbury Foods and never go to Exco, but an application by a prisoner to
attend his mother's funeral has to be referred to Exco.

Mr MacKinnon interjected.

Mr PETER DOWDING: Does the Leader of the Opposition want to treat this matter
seriously? He is chatting continually. The point I am trying to make is that no-one can
explain the criteria. The Department of Land Administration has hundreds and hundreds of
Exco minutes that no-one can explain- In the United Kingdom, the vast majority of matters
that go to Exco relate to the Queen's role as head of the Church of England. Exco in the
United Kingdom deals with less than one-ninth of the matters that we refer to Exco. Without
wanting to appear too much of an innovator or a revolutionary I asked myself why. There
was I on a Sunday night -

Mr Lewis: The King of Western Australia.

Mr Kierath: Talking to yourself again.
Mr PEThR DOWDING: If the Opposition is not interested, I will not answer.

Mr COURT: We certainly are interested.

Mr Peter Dowding: Listen to what I have to say.

Mr COURT: I was listening to the Premier. It was a most egotistical exercise.

Mr Peter Dowding: Get on with it.

Mr COURT: What is the Premier getting so toey about?

Mr Peter Dowding: Do you want to hear what I have to say?

Mr COURT: I certainly do.

Mr Peter Dowding: Sit down and I will tell you.

Mr COURT: There are procedures in this Chamber and I have been given the call. The
Premier sat down half way through his comments.

Mr Peter Dowding: You were not listening-

Mr COURT: I certainly was listening. The Premier has legal training and could provide an
explanation on this point, but he is saying that he does not know what is the role of Exco.
Mr Peter Dowding: I am not; I am saying that the Government does not have a clear policy
about the role of Exco, and that no-one in Government is able to identify that role.

Mr COURT: I understand that Exco is the representative of the Queen and/or the Ministers.
If an item needs approval the Governor is asked to sign those things that require the approval
of the Council. He would not normally sign any document that had not been previously
signed by the Minister responsible for that area. Is the Premier suggesting that the Governor
would sign approvals which did not contain the responsible Minister's signature?

Mr Peter Dowding: No, the Governor acts on the advice of the Premier of the day. I am
happy to provide an explanation if you want to hear it.

Mr COURT: I cannot understand that the Premier does not know what is the role of Exco in
this State. I have heard him say so three times tonight.

Mr PETER DOWDING: I did not say that; I questioned why different minutes were going to
Exco. When I inquired of the Government, the public servants, the people who administer
Exco, and the Governor, the issue was not clear.

Mr Court: What issue?

Mr PETER DOWDING: Of which minutes should go to Exco and which should not. For
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instance, the matter of a Crown grant goes to Exco, as does a whole range of things. The
attendance of a prisoner at a relative's funeral requires a special Exco approval, which could
inconvenience the Governor considerably, espec ially if he were not in the metropolitan area.

Mr Lewis: Especially if the prisoner escapes.

Mr PETER DOWDING: Has the member for Applecross been eating or sniffing something?
What does putting a bit of paper to Exco alter about the status of a prisoner?

With an inquiring mind, I queried why it was necessary. If the Governor were in Northam,
for example, and the Lieutenant Governor and Administrator's commission had not come
into play, and an urgent matter arose, it could be a considerable inconvenience. What has
that to do with breaking down conventions?

Mr Lewis: You want to do away with it.

Mr PETER DOWDING: No, I do not want to do away with it. I want to know what is the
formal role of Exco, the policy of which items should be required for Exco, the principles
which should govern the passage of matters to Exco, and the rules the parliamentary
draftsman works on when he decides matters should go to Exco. I was unable to get a
satisfactory answer when I made inquiries, and when I raised it with the Lieutenant Governor,
he found it to be of considerable interest and made a substantial change to the preliminary
suggestions that had been made by the Department of the Premier. Quite clearly, it was not
obvious, and it is pathetic to hear members opposite carrying on as though it were breaking
down conventions. How can conventions be broken down if no-one can say what they are?

Mr Lewis: Your sycophants have been in those positions for only two years. What do they
know about conventions?

Mr PETER DOWDING: How long does the member for Applecross think Digby Blight has
been in the Public Service? The reputation of the member for Applecross is not flash -

Mr Lewis: Yours is pretty bad too, king.

Mir PETER DOWDING: The Government has asked that a review be carried out so that the
conventions can be clearly outlined. It is an anachronism that for the whole of the United
Kingdom the Queen in Exco deals with fewer matters than does the Governor of Western
Australia. That clearly calls at least for a review. I invite Opposition members, if they have
anything to contribute on the proper role of Exco, to make a contribution.

Mr Blaikie: Why not set up a seminar?

Mr PETER DOWDING: What for? If members opposite are interested, they can make a
submission and the people considering this matter, including Digby Blight from my
department, will be happy to take them into account. When the review is completed,
members opposite can read it. Before I do anything about it, they will have that opportunity,
and if they are unhappy and feel it represents the end of democratic society as we know it,
they can make another submission which I will consider. Let us not go into reductio ad
absurdum; I can find no clear answers and there are no conventions.

Mr Macinnon: When will the review be completed?

Mr PETER DOWDING: When it is ready and finished. I have no time scale. It is not
urgent, and it will emerge when it is done. When in Government, the Liberal Party allowed
the bureaucrats to run the place, and, of course, Government efficiencies will never take place
if inquiries are not made into why things are done.

Mr Lewis: They might have been slow, but they were honest.

Mr PETER DOWDING: So are the bureaucrats today. I am proud of the public sector and
the Government is determined to uphold it.

Mr Lewis: They are not proud of you.

Mr PETER DOWDING: What a trivial thing to say. The member for Applecross is a
pursuer of the trivial. I wind up this extraordinary debate by saying that the issue of what
goes to Exco is under review by senior public servants in my department. It will be
conducted in conjunction with the Lieutenant Governor who has been kind enough to make
an input.
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Mr Macinnon: The answer says that the review is finished.

Mr PETER DOWDING: I have not seen the final review as far as I am aware, but I will
check the mailer.

Mr Macinnon: The answer states that the Government is currently prepared to present a
Bill and that Ministers are currently preparing recommendations for respective Acts under
their portfolios.

Mr PETER DOWDING: When the report is completed I will release it to the Opposition. If
the Leader of the Opposition will request a copy in writing, I will make it available to him.
There is no point seeing a red under every bed.

Mir COURT: I do not know why the Premier has taken the attitude he has tonight of asking
how dare the Opposition ask questions about this operation. We have been told that the
Government wants us to participate in a review and to make a submission.

Mr Peter Dowding: I did not say I wanted you to; I do not want you to make a submission;
but if you wish to, you may. If it is of such constitutional moment, express a view on the
matter.

Mr COURT: The Premier quite clearly said that he wanted us to make a submission to the
review.

Mrs Beggs: I can't believe it!

Mr COURT: The Premier has just told us to put a submission into his review, and I have
made a note to do that, but the report has already been finished!

Mr Peter Dowding: It is not. The Ministers are going through their Acts. Have a look at
what it says.
Mr COURT: It says -

An interdepartmental working party has completed a review of the role and function
of Executive Council and reported to Cabinet.

Mr Peter Dowding: But read on.

Mr COURT: It continues -

Cabinet has recently endorsed a set of guidelines recommended by the Working Party
for determining the need for the approval of Executive Council and has approved in
principle the preparation of a draft Acts Amendment Bill to implement any necessary
changes.

Ministers are currently preparing recommendations in respect of Acts under their
portfolios.

Mr Peter Dowding: Exactly; so nothing is finished.

Mr COURT: The Government has done the review, written the Act, and is now asking for
submissions. The Government is making a foal of this Parliament.

Division 7 put and passed.
Division 8: Official Representative North Asia Office, $1 271 990 -
Mr COURT: I get the impression that for us to have the audacity to ask questions about the
Budget is really a bit too much for the Premier. What a way to conduct a debate!

Mrs Beggs: You are conducting the debate. It is just a disgrace.

Mr COURT: It is a disgrace we have the nerve to stand up here and ask questions about what
is happening to taxpayers' money. Members opposite find Parliament an absolute nuisance.
We are debating the expenditure of millions of dollars, and it is too much trouble for
members opposite; we are keeping them sitting here tonight. It is no wonder this State is in
such a financial mess.

Mr Peter Dowding: Get on with it.

Mr COURT: From the time the Premier walked into this Chamber, he has told us to get on
with it.
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The DEPUTY CHAJRUvIA (Mr Ripper): Order! The Deputy Leader of the Opposition
needs to relate his comments to the general debate on this Division.

Mr COURT: I certainly will, and I will, not be put off by the attitude of the Premier.
Members opposite may laugh at the fact that we are asking questions, but I am asking the
Premier -

Mr Graham: We are laughing at the fact that you will not understand the answers.

The DEPUTY CHAIRMLAN: Order! Let us have an end to the interjections, and I ask the
Deputy Leader of the Opposition to address his remarks to the Chair.
Mr COURT: I would appreciate an explanation from the Premnier about how the operations
of this office have been restructured. We know that in previous years this office was known
as the Tokyo Agency. An office has also been established in Kobe. I believe it has a role,
and possibly also some facilities, in Hong Kong. When Exiin was in operation, it set up a
number of offices around the world. I believe the Ministry of Economic Development and
Trade also has some involvement in the operations and has taken over some of these offices.
Can the Premier clarifyr which offices the Government has in the Asian region, who is
responsible for those offices, and whether they all come under this Division?

Mr Peter Dowding: This Division deals with matters under my responsibility, but if you
want a general review of these things -

Mr COURT: During the past year the Government has changed the responsibility for
running these offices in Asia, and I want to be brought up to date. If they do not come under
this item, the Premnier can explain that anid we can raise the matter under another item. I want
to know whether this relates to the Japanese offices in Tokyo and Kobe, and whether these
offices cover also Kong Kong, Taiwan and China, or do they concentrate only on Japan?
In previous years I have raised the fact that the London office has a budget of around
$2 million, and the office in Japan has a budget of half that amount. I believe the money is
well spent on the London office, but it has always seemed to be a bit out of proportion to
allocate only half that amount to the Asian region when the greatest area of economic wealth
in the world in recent years has been Asia, and Japan has become one of our most important
trading partners. Japan is now the financial powerhouse of the world. The office in Tokyo
has a very limidted capacity because there is only one official representative in that office,
with some secretarial assistance. Perhaps the Premier can tell us what are the actual numbers
presently in that office. The person who has been responsible for representing our State in
that office has done a superb job and, with the lim-ited resources at his disposal, has ensured
good communication between this State and Japan. It is an area which justifies additional
representation because of the importance to our economy of Japan, to encourage our
industries to capitalise on the Asian markets.

Mr PETER DOWDING: I hesitate to suggest that we have a review of anything, for fear that
the Deputy Leader of the Opposition will interpret that as some sort of pre-existing plot to do
away with our relationship with the British Empire, but I have to tell him that the efficiency
and effectiveness of overseas representation has caused me some concern. I intend to have a
general review of the situation, and if the member has anything to say about it I will welcome
his submissions. They can be in by whenever, be it the end of this month, or next month, and
I will listen to them, but I have no preconceptions about what we ought to do.

At the moment we have the Agent General in London with responsibility for Europe, and
with 1992 approaching I am sure the member of the National Party who remains would agree
with me that it is a matter of very considerable concern to us and we should pay a lot of
attention to it- The Japan and North Asia Offices have responsibilities in Tokyo, Kobe and
Seoul and there are a variety of those representations in other parts of the world.

Mr Court: Do they have an office in Seoul?

Mr PETER DOWDING: Yes. As from 1990 we will have one staff member in Seoul
operating in conjunction with Auscrade, who will report from that office. It will be managed
through that office, which is the North Asia Office. The North Asia Office is situated in
Kobe, Tokyo and Seoul. There are four staff members in Tokyo, two in Kobe and one -
through Austrade - and an adviser in Seoul. So there is an office in Tokyo and one in Kobe,
and a facility in Seoul. It is a very effective office. The present incumbent is a highly valued
officer and we are also looking at the issue of the Agent General's Office in London because
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that has some functions. It is part of the receding British Empire and I think it should be
much more trade orientated, which is the reason I was very pleased David Fischer was
prepared to take up the position as Agent General. His appointment will be very welcome, It
will be focused very much on the trade issues, and the review of the operations of that office
will be conducted by Mr Fischer when he arrives there in April next year.

Item 1: Salaries, Wages and Allowances -

Mr HASSELL: In relation to the Premier's statement that he is reviewing the matter of these
representatives overseas, from my personal experience I would say it is desirable for the
Premier to review the situation and to took to the future of our overseas representation. I say
that from the point of view of suggesting that, provided these offices are set up on a proper
basis with the right kind of people, they should be supported by both sides of the House. Thie
representation of the State in our region particularly - and of course, that is especially relevant
to the North Asia Office - is of growing importance, and the fact that we are to have an office
in Korea makes good sense to me. However, the whole of the structure depends upon the
matter being approached in the right way, and the basis of that approach should be that we do
not seek to duplicate either the Commonwealth Govemnment's diplomatic service or its trade
service. Rather, we should be using both of those services and all of the output from those
services, and focusing that on Western Australia through our representative.

As has already been mentioned, the representative in Tokyo, Mr Tony Virili, is a very
energetic and conscientious person who does a good job, but I cannot imagine how he can
effectively represent us in Korea from Japan because of the distance and the differences.
Because Korea clearly will be an important source of investment for Western Australia it is
appropriate that we have an office there. It is also my view that we could, without being
extravagant, increase the number of overseas representative offices that we have. I am not
suggesting we enter into any major program to do so, but rather that these offices, if properly
manned and with the right focus, can be of real value to the State. Therefore, the relatively
small amount that is allocated to these representative offices in the Budget are items that in
general would be welcomed.

Representation in our region is of great importance to us but we must have the right people
there. They must be people who do not seek to build empires, either diplomatic or trading,
and who, in a small but very effective way, concentrate on what we are trying to achieve for
Western Australia, using the existing services, complementing those services, and replacing
them if they fall down in any way. We all know that the Commonwealth Government's
efforts in trade are of varying degrees of success - it seems to depend on the trade offices
concerned. There is also some division of effort between the Foreign Affairs Department and
the Australian Trade Commission. They have some part of the trading effort attached to the
diplomatic service, and there is another pant which operates in a different way. I do not know
why they are doing that - I think a bureaucratic battle is going on in Canberra - but the
important thing is that we use those services and bring the focus on Western Australia as we
are trying to do.

Having taken a very keen interest in this for a number of years now, at least since 1984, 1
believe these expenditures are well justified and an extension of the services might be
justified as well.

Mr LEWIS: In June I had the opportunity to be briefed by Mr Virili from the Tokyo office,
and I must say I have a very high opinion of his abilities. However, I came away from that
briefing with the impression that they were understaffed, and also with the understanding that
the effort was not combined; that is, certain offices - I understand those in Malaysia and
Tokyo - were operating under the Technology and Industry Development Authority or the
Minister for Trade, and offices in North Asia, and certainly the London Office, were
operating under the Department of the Premier. I welcome the review by the Premier. Will
he undertake a complete review or a review of only the Tokyo and London Offices? This
State would be better served if a series of officers were spread across South East Asia and co-
ordinated under one department. If the Premier has been briefed by Dr Gus Hooke, who
briefed the Minister for Economidc Development and Trade as to the changing trade scene in
South East Asia, he will be aware that the economy of that region is growing stronger while
the economies of the Western European nations and indeed the United States will diminish
over the next two or three decades, and that Western Australia's opportunities will rest in
South East Asia. Can the Premier explain the review and whether he has considered placing
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the various agencies and officers under one administration to ensure a common goal rather
than a series of goals set by various ministerial departments?

Mr PETER DOWDING: I assure the member that the review will be a review; I will take
account of the comments made.

Division 8 put and passed.

Division 9: London Agency, $2 020 000 -

Mr HASSELL: At the London Agency the tasks have been performed by Mr Ron Davies
with admirable distinction; he has been a most conscientious man in the job. He has always
extended courtesies to all members of Parliament. The appointment of Mr David Fischer as a
business representative in London is an appropriate one. In making these comments about
chose two persons [ am highlighting the difference between them. Ron Davies was a member
of this House and a former Leader of the Opposition; his expertise is in the public side of the
establishment in London.

Mr Peter Dowding: Not at all.

Mr HASSELL: In my view, his expertise relates to those areas.

Mr Peter Dowding: He has been excellent in the trade area.

Mr HASSELL: I know that he has worked effectively in other areas. My suggestion is that it
would be appropriate for the London agency to be split in two, with a person like Ron Davies
based in London and a person like David Fischer in Brussels on the trade or business side.
They could then work together giving Western Australia the European representation which
is now appropriate and necessary to maintain the services we desire in London. I make those
comments as an extension to my remarks about overseas representation generally because in
Korea or Japan - or other places where the Government wishes to appoint people to represent
Western Australia, such as New York, Hong Kong or Singapore - the special and almost
exclusive focus is on business migration, investment and trade. The London situation is
slightly different with more ceremonial aspects attached to it.

I did not intend to suggest that Ron Davies had not attended to the trade side of business; F
gained the impression from discussions in London not only from the Western Australia
Office but also from staff at Australia House that there is more than enough to be done
exclusively in the business area. A number of aspects could be followed up more rigorously,
particularly the prospect of straight investment from the European community. It may be
thought unusual to have someone from the Opposition suggesting the expansion of
Government operations, but after a considerable amount of examination on my part I
consider that the office could be extended and could justify the appointment of a person with
a business background, such as David Fischer, based in Brussels and a person of a different
background, such as Ron Davies, based in London. Members of Parliament make their
submidssions on reviews by Government in this place in the main so in a sense that is my
submission on the review.

Mr PETER DOWDING: That makes some sense; we would not do it in this year's Budget.
The expense of these things is astronomical.
Mr Hassell: I was suggesting that the Brussels office would be attached to the London
Office. I gather a great deal 'of money is spent getting people to Europe.
Mr PETER DOWDING: It is a question of balance. The huge expense is establishing people
in these places. Brussels is only one of a whole range of areas to visit.
Mr Hlassell: It is the centre of the action.

Mr PETER DOWDING: It is, but nevertheless, as the Deputy Premier said, Frankfurt is the
hub. The member for Floreat is correct: Brussels is the bureaucratic centre of the European
world. The important point is not so much where the office is located; the question to grapple
with is the extent to which we can look after Western Australia's interests vis-a-vis the
Common Market and the changes to the Common Market out of the traditional structure of
London. We spend too much time on the ceremonial line of things; the fading requirements
of that are not as important as trade issues. It has always been a balance judgment and the
person on the floor at the time has to make a decision. I will take on board what the member
has said which he may wish to expand upon in a letter to me.
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Mr Hassell: I think you will find that if you were to cut out the services given just to tourists,
apart from the business people, which come under the broad ceremonial side, you will find
strong resistance from the public here because they do not like going to Australia House, they
like to go to Western Australia House.
Mr PET'ER DOWDING: We have to make some decision about that and that is an issue that
David Fisher will have to take up once he gets there. There is no place in Europe where
people can go to get an out of date copy of The West Australian apart from Western Australia
House. We have to decide whether that is the best use for our dollar. It is a very important
issue and involves the question of trade relations between Western Australia and the EEC.
Mr Hassell: I totally agree with that.

Mr PETER DOWDING: It is a huge issue to address. Other services have already been
considerably rationalised and Ron Davies has done an excellent job in all respects; not one
criticism could be directed at him.

Mr Lewis: Did he not want to come home?

Mr PETER DOWDING: Yes. Compared with other officers he has done a startlingly good
job which I am sure has been recognised on the other side of the House.

Division 9 put and passed.
Division 10: Public Service Commission, $14 296 000 -
Mr LEWIS: Item 4 relates to information services of the Public Service Commission and one
notes that the 1988-89 Budget estimate was $2.5 million and it is clear that $3.37 million was

expended. Within 12 months the estimate increased by over 100 per cent. Why is there an
estimate of $5.14 million in this year's Budget for information services to do with the Public

Service Commission office? Looking at this quantum increase as a-percentage, it represents
55 per cent of what was expended last year, but 100 per cent of what was estimated. It is
reasonable to ask the Premier to explain the reasons for these increases.

Mr PETER DOWDING: We have a huge program to try to get the central control system in
place within a time frame.
Mr Lewis: Are these for information services?

Mr PETER DOWDING: It is for PIMS, which is Personnel Information Management
Service.

Mr Lewis: The increase is $1.79 million on what was spent last year, and that is not on what
was estimated.
Mr PETER DOWDINGi: The increase was attributable to the bureau service charges to PIMS
users; in other words, it is an accounting procedure created to pay for the bureau use by
people using PIMS. The bureau centre charges for the use of its mainframe. PIMS operates
on the mainframe and the $1.88 million is an accounting increase for the bureau service
charges, which are information services and information technology.

Mr Lewis: Why a 100 per cent increase to what was estimated last year?

Mr PETER DOWDING: That is because of the accounting charge and the increased amount
for the use of the bureau service.

Mr Macinnon: Who was charged?

Mr PETER DOWDING: We were charging the Public Service Commission for the PIMS
users and the use of the bureau service, so this will show up as a revenue item with the
bureau service area. The purpose of making charges like this - and the member's
Government introduced many of them - was to create an awareness of the cost and budget
outcomes for the use, even when it was within Government. This is an additional fund for
the bureau services charges.

Division 10 put and passed.

Division t11: Office of the Auditor General, $6 724 000 -
Mr MacIUNNON: I would appreciate some explanation from the Premier about the Auditor
General's office as it is an area in which I have taken a close interest over many years. I
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support strongly the Government's increased commitment to this. Also, I commend the
Auditor General as he is a fine officer who has done a lot of good work. The moves that have
been made have been very much in the right direction. I refer to last year's vote uinder item 1
in comparison with this year's vote. Last year's heading was "Director of Accountability
Audits" and this year there is no allocation for such an officer. I presume this comes under
the Comprehensive Auditing contingencies. I would like any information the Premier can
Live regarding auditing and the allocation for these officers and whether the office is
continuing the accountability auditing process.
Mr PETER DOWDING: The increase in salary allowance of $855 000 covers the award
increases and anticipated award increases. This also covers the FT'Es which were vacant
during the 1988-89 year. The flow on cost of restructuring the office and other salary costs
are included in the increment allowances. That is the basis for the increase in the Office of
Auditor General. The functions of the Auditor General and the way in which he runs his
office are matters for his determination.
Item 2: Corporate and Professional Services -

Mr MacKINNON: Last year the contingencies for this item were listed under six major
headings and this year there is one heading only. What is the breakdown for ts item arid the
reason for the increase?
Mr PETER DOWDING: An amount of $187 000 will be expended on additional IT
processing charges which are similar to those to which I have already referred. The increase
covers many items including fleet vehicles, increase in workers' compensation insurance and
special ergonomic furniture.
[tern 3: Comprehensive Auditing -
Mr MacKINNON: Last year there was a breakdown for this item, but there is no breakdown
this year. I ask the Premier for a breakdown of the expenditure for this item.
Mr PETER DOWDING: Again, this item is a matter that comes within the requirements of
the Auditor General. He has informed me the proposed expenditure has decreased as a direct
result of die reduction in the cost of audits. The savings are due to a decrease in the number
of contract auditors.
Division I I put and passed.
Division 12: Computing and Information Technology, $26 144 000.
[tern 4: Public Sector Information Technology - Purchases and Systems Development.-
Mr MacKHNNON: [ think this item covers what the Premier has been talking about. Last
year the vote for this item was $15 million and only $10 million was expended. This year the
estimated expenditure is $14 million. I ask the Premier the reason for the under expenditure
last year, what iniformation technology is being purchased and for which departments it is
being purchased.
Mr PETER DOWDING: The departments in which the implementation of projects were not
fmnalised during the last financial year were the Department of Land Administration, the
Crown Law Department and the Department of Occupational Health, Safety and Welfare. It
is a global allocation which is the subject of departmental bids. Information technology is a
huge consumer of Government expenditure. I have established a computing budget
commnittee to make recommendations to the financial and economic development commnittee
of Cabinet on the appropriate split up of the $14 million. The idea is to give departments
seeking funds for information technology an opportunity to bid for systems. It was irrelevant
whether the allocation was $10 million or $20 million because many bids will be received.
Mr COURT: With regard to the purchasing of equipment and the different services, would
the Premier advise in percentage terms the amount of work put out to the private sector and
die amount done in-house. What is the level of internal or external consultancy advice given
on the different systems developed in various Government departments?
Mr PETER DOWDING: It would be a huge job to do that on a whole-of-Government basis.
DOCIT may have some of the information available, but it differs between Government
agencies. For instance, some agencies have systems and systems managers and they are
perfectly capable of managing the inmplenmentation of new systems or enlarging them.
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Others, like the PIMS group, employ contractors to do specific work. In the PIMS
enhancement case we have people writing the programs and we are not using bureaus. There
is no way to make a judgment.

My recollection in the case of health is that we acquired a series of licences for systems and
each hospital set about getting its own changes to the system even though the systems came
with support from the suppliers. Some of the information technology is fairly basic and some
is very sophisticated. It all depends on the nature of the agency. The Tidles Office has one of
the most outstanding systems in the world. Once the systems are in place there will be no
need for the contractors. The regime we impose is that they must be capable of implementing
the systems. The old days of buying huge systems with everything that opens and shuts and
with no-one being able to use them because there is no training available and they are
irrelevant to their workplaces are over. People must be able to demonstrate that they can use
the systems.

Mr COUJRT: Huge sums of money have been spent in developing systems for different
Government departments. I can remember when the payroll system was installed at the
Royal Perth Hospital 20 years ago and I understand the same system is operating today. The
beauty of being able to develop these systems is that they can be sold overseas. If the private
sector is involved in developing systems for certain Goverrnent operations that can be said
overseas it is an export industry that we should promote.

On a recent visit to Kenya I spoke to some Mines Department officials who said that the
country was beginning to move into the mining phase. They had heard about systems we
have in place in the Department of Mines to assist in exploration and mining activities. They
were keen to find out more detail of the department's activities and consequently I passed on
that information to the department, and I believe the department has communicated with
those people in Kenya. I do not think they have the money to buy the system, but it is not to
say that if there is an Australian Government aid program to that part of the world we would
not give one of the local companies an opportunity to sell it.

Another matter brought to my attention relates to the mining industry in Zimbabwe. Some of
the systems developed in the private sector for the mining industry have been successfully
sold to the goldmining industry in that country. If ever there was an opportunity for private
enterprise to develop systems for different Government operations, it is now. I know a great
deal of work is being undertaken on certain programs, but there are limits to funding. The
Government could help private enterpnise to move into export markets, particularly in areas
like health, where there is a huge market; it is something we would encourage.

We tend to underestimate and undersell ourselves with the development of many of these
systems. Companies that have taken the initiative of going out and selling what they have
developed for the local market have been extremely successful in many cases. The total
amount spent on computer hardware and software over the past decade in this State is huge.
If that can be used to help develop export industries it should be encouraged.

Mr KIERATH: What sorts of procedures are in place in relation to this $14 million? Is
registration of interest, selective tender or public tender used? How are these systems being
purchased?
Mr PETER DOWDING: Through the normal procedures of the Tender Board.

Mr Kierath: Does that mean they go to public tender?

Mr PETER DOWDING: Under normal procedure small items are exempt from the tender
process. Some systems are locked in where they involve systems enhancement. is the
member talking about hardware?

Mr Kierath: I am talking about items over $20 000.
Mr PETER DOWDING: Then he is talking about hardware and the normal tender system.
There is power to grant exemption for particular reasons. In relation to systems
enhancement, there might be only one type of hardware that will do a job.
Division 12 put and passed.
Division 13: Treasury $16 496 000 -
Mr MacKIN*NON: It is appropriate to raise the mailer of the application of accrual
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accounting to Government accounts under this Division. It seems to me that the cash
accounting system we are presented with each year in Western Australia is not appropriate
when moving towards the 21st century. Anybody with a basic knowledge of accounting
knows that that system does not tell one the exact position from year to year, It is easy for a
Government, Government agency or a non-Government agency to fiddle the books, so to
speak, by altering one payday or another. I am sure the Treasurer knows that where the end
of the year falls in financial terms makes a significant difference to a Budget outcome; that is,
whether there are 51, 52 or 53 weeks in the financial year. This can alter the outcome
significantly because of the cash nature of the budgeting process.
I argue strongly that we should have accrual accounting; in other words, take into account
debtors and creditors and work out exact expenditure for each year. I made the suggestion to
people in Treasury when we were in Government, who said, "You cannot do it. It is not the
way to order things. It cannot be done." I have a high opinion of Les McCarrey, but he
rejected my suggestion at that time. I was not Treasurer but I was a Minister when I put that
proposal forward. It was with a great deal of pleasure that I saw an announcement from New
South Wales a couple of weeks ago that the Premier of New South Wales, Nick Greiner, had
indicated that they would introduce accrual accounting to Government departments over the
next five years. That is a significant step forward.
Mr Parker: It is not. There is an interesting debate proceeding in public administration
circles about this. Putting aside the difficulty, or otherwise of doing it - which has always
been the obstacle raised in the past - a number of accounting professionals who write papers
say that accrual accounting has a number of defects and although there is a fad about it they
do not see it as important. What is more important is program budgeting, which gives a
much better view of what money is spent on each program.
Mr MacKINNON: Most of the time people providing that information are from the public
administration sector. I argue strongly that, from the point of view of accurate presentation,
accrual accounting is a far more appropriate system. If it is not accurate in its presentation
why is it that the non-Government sector around Australia has had accrual accounting in
place for many decades? The answer is, because it provides an accurate picture year to year
and removes from non-Governmlent agencies and private sector agencies the ability to fiddle
the books. It is a piece of cake to fiddle the books on a cash accounting basis but it is not as
easy to fiddle them when using accrual accounting because one must bring into account
balance day adjustments to ensure an accurate picture at the end of the day.
I strongly support the New South Wales Governiment in relation to this matter. Nick Greiner
has said the following -

I.with accrual accounting already in place in ouMt Budget organisations, its
introduction in the inner Budget sector, makes New South Wales unique amongst
Australian Governments and amongst most Governments in the world.
Most Governments use a cash oriented accounting system. That is, accounting and
reporting systems provide information on what cash receipts have been paid to the
State and how cash appropriations have been spent. This system of accounting and
reporting differs from that used by Government trading enterprises and the private
corporate sector where an accrual method of accounting is employed.-

As I have indicated previously, it is not in my opinion a correct procedure. The Premier of
New South Wales goes on to say -

Accrual accounting also involves the reporting of assets and outstanding liabilities
and brings in cost allocation concepts such as depreciation of assets.

If there is an area of government that needs significant improvement it is that of asset
management. In my opinion accrual accounting would ensure a much better reporting of
assets and better processing of asset management and accountability.
When I visited the United Kingdom a couple of years ago I spoke with a young British
Telecom accountant who had gone through the process of privatisation of the Government
system in that area. I asked him what was the significant difference between the two systems
as he was in charge of adjusting the accounting systems as part of that process. H~e said, 'The
difference is the asset management reporting and the management of assets under the
privatisation process with accrual accounting is significantly better. Under a cash accounting
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process assets really do not play a great deal of importance to cash-in cash-our. The nature of
the expenditure, capital or revenue, does not matter in terms of that reporting process and
hence the same accountability is not there." I urge the Government to give serious
consideration to following the New South Wales lead and implementing accrual accounting
in this State. It does not have to happen overnight. It merely needs a commitment from
Government to improving the process and implementing that over a period. This could be
done easily without incurring great cost. The information is there; it is merely a matter of
adjusting the system to rake account of that changing procedure. Now that we have a State in
Australia which is providing the lead - and a revolutionary lead - in Government accounting
terms, it is time that we in Western Australia looked closely at that proposal. It is a very
significant move in the right direction.
Regarding the comment of the Treasurer about reporting, I would appreciate his description
about what Treasury is doing in that regard from this Government's point of view. I am
aware of the argument he has put forward, but I would be interested to know if anything has
been done from the point of view of the Western Australian Treasury. I focus my comments
particularly on accrual accounting.

Mr HASSELL: This is a very important Division, because we are talking about the Treasury
which has the control and overall responsibility for the finances of Western Australia. I am
concerned with what overview has been taken by the Treasury of the investments made by
the Government through its key instrumentalities, the State Government Insurance
Comm-ission and the Government Employees Superannuation Board. An article appeared in
The West Auso-atian of 1 November under the heading, "GESB has Parker in its corner over
deal". It reads -

The State Government has stepped in to help the Government Employees
Superannuation Board to sell off a 50 per cent stake in its Central Park development
on St Georges Terrace.

Deputy Premier David Parker confirmed yesterday he had used his recent overseas
trip to help the Super Board find an investor willing to buy into Central Park.

At last count, the GESB needed a new equity partner or it would have to borrow up to
$160 million to complete the $400 million project.

It is understood the GESB will use a $600 million on-completion valuation to justify
an asking price of up to $300 million for a half share in the development.

That is indicative of the fact that the Treasurer is once again involving the Government in
business deals, even if only in a promotional way. It seems to be an inappropriate role for a
Government Minister to try to flog real estate in Europe or elsewhere, but perhaps it can be
excused on the ground that the Treasurer wanted to draw attention to this property overseas.
The real issue is the question of what overview Treasury is taking of the activities of these
Government bodies and of their ultimate finiancial viability and profitability perfonmance. I
specifically name the Government Employees Superannuation Board, the R & I Bank and the
State Government Insurance Commission, which have been involved in all these dealings
which have been publicised so much in recent times and which are still failing out all around
the place. I would have thought that somewhere in the Treasury Department is a pretty
thorough assessment of these things and an overview of them.

We question the extent to which Treasury - although this mnight come under the Treasury
Corporation, the next Division - is being called upon to provide short term financial
borrowings or lendings to any of these bodies- If these bodies were operating in the
marketplace independently of the Government, they would have to borrow their moneys like
any other corporation. If we have increasing levels of borrowings from the State by the State
Government Insurance Commission, the R & I Bank or the Government Employees
Superannuation Board, that should be made public now. It is a situation that is of concern to
the Opposition.

Mr Parker: They are reducing, not increasing.

Mr HASSELL If they are reducing, that is good, but if it is happening at a the money is
being borrowed from the State, which in turn guarantees the organisations. The moneys and
the State are both being put at risk in these business ventures, which are meant to stand alone
in a commercial sense.
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To what extent has the Treasury taken an overview of the investments? To what extent have
reports been written assessing the value of these investments, the viability of the operations
and the levels of proper reserves, cash and so on? To what extent is the Treasurer involved in
discussions about these matters on a continuing basis? It is absolutely clear from recent
history that all of these bodies have been touched by the political decision making of the
Government, and, on occasions, proper commercial considerations have gone out the window
as investments have been dictated by politics as distinct from commercial assessments
dictated by commercial advantage.

Mr COURT: We should not run away from the fact that this State's financial reputation has
been put under a cloud in recent years. I would like to know Treasury's role in keeping an
eye on those financial institutions which have become known as WA Inc, and whether what
has taken place in the State Government Insurance Commission, the Government Employees
Superannuation Board and so on has affected Treasury's role in raising money and having to
borrow a great deal of it for the normal operations of the State. Because the Government has
seen fit to send its senior Ministers overseas to buoy up confidence in the State, is the
Treasury in a position where it has advised the Government of a need for certain actions to be
taken to ensure that our State's financial reputation can be restored?

Secondly, could the Treasurer explain what is now happening with the investment of
Government short tenm surplus funds? As members know, the Western Australian
Development Corporation took over the investment of those funds in a blaze of glory. The
Burt Commission on Accountability actually doubted the legality of the WADC 's handling of
those funds. It was either just before or just after Christmas that the Government said it had
transferred the management of those funds from the WADC back to the Treasury. What has
taken place in that respect? How many people are involved in the operation of the investment
of those funds and are they using, for example, the same physical facilities which were
established by the WADC? What performance has the Treasury been able to achieve? Has it
been given broader guidelines for the investment of those funds? When the Treasury was
investing those funds previously it was basically buying bills in the marketplace and sitting
on them until maturity. It was not actually dealing and trading in those bills.

Mr Parker: That has changed. It now maintains a very active trading book. It is broader in
the sense of the nature of trading but no broader in the sense of the risk characteristics of the
bodies in which they are authorised to deposit.

Mr COURT: A money market operation is one which requires a great deal of skill. When
the WADC took over that operation it said it would work the money harder and make
additional profits to those which could have been achieved by the Treasury in the way it was
running the operation. In the end the WADC did things very little differently from the
Treasury. That is, it was also buying bills and sifting on them to maturity. It did not make
any additional profit in that way, so the arrangement was changed. In fact, it ended up
charging the Treasury a fee for investing those funds. All these dealings caused me to
become involved in a little trouble, which I will not go into in this House. However,
interestingly enough the Goverrnent is now saying it has transferred the operations back to
Treasury and it has actually started trading in those bills.

Mr Parker: The operation was a very conservative one, not in a political sense but in the
sense of being low key, to some degree in the way you have suggested. It was transferred
over to the WADC to set up a full money market operation with the people and skills to
which you referred, and it has now been transferred back. To answer your question, or that
of the member for Cottesloc, the hardware and the software has been purchased back from
the WADC. If not all, certainly some of the people have also left the WADC money market
operation to go into the Treasury. It is actually the Treasury Corporation, not Treasury. I
will not quibble about that because it is in the next Division, so it does not matter. The net
result of that is that we now have within the Treasury Corporation a fully fledged money
market book where we have management of cash integrated with management of debt. At
any one time it is managing $1 billion or $1.5 billion in cash and $5 billion or $5.5 billion of
debt. You can often integrate those two things and work them together to make still further
savings, apart from the savings you are talking about. It is a far more sophisticated operation
than when it left the Treasury in 1984 or 1985, and it is gradually developing into an even
more sophisticated operation. It ultimately will be more sophisticated than the WADC
operation because the WADC did not have the management of debt; it had only the
management of cash.
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Mr COURT: I know what the Treasurer is saying. I am not particularly interested in the
equipment or software because one does not need much in a money market operation.
However, one needs the skill to predict whether rates will move up or down. For example,
the Treasury in the past might have bought a three month bill at 18 per cent and after it had
that bill for one month interest rates might have risen to 19.5 per cent. If Treasury had been
able to sell the bill because it believed chat interest rates were going to increase it could then
have taken its money and moved into higher earning paper.

Mr Parker: Except that if it did that, it could be too late. The capital value of the bill could
go down.

Mr COURT: [ think some of the bills the Treasury was taking out were over 12 months.
With volatile interest rates one could find oneself with a book of 18 per cent paper when the
market is paying 21 per cent. It works at a very fine margin; it is working between
18 per cent and 1 8.5 per cent in that area. However, was the Treasury actively trading? If so,
what success did it have? Money market operations trading heavily have greater risks. Such
operations have been known to lose a lot of money as well as make it.

Mr Parker: I cannot remember the precise figures off the top of my head but they have a
benchmark against which they measure themselves, which is some form of average of cash
management trusts throughout the country. They have been performing consistently above
that benchmark and in recent times I think they have actually been performing at a better rate
than that which was achieved by the WAOC; certainly they have been performing at a vastly
better rate than they were in the pie-WADC and Treasury days you are talking about.

Mr COURT: In summary, I am glad it has gone back to the Treasury. The Opposition has
said all along that the Treasury is the proper agency to look after that operation. If rhe
Treasury did not have the power in the past to trade in the way a money market operation of
that nature should have been trading, the Opposition would have preferred to see its powers
widened at the time instead of the nonsense of transferring it to the WADC. That is all
history now. Unfortunately I have sat on this side of the House for seven years and watched
the thing do a complete circle.

Mr Parker: That is life in politics.

Mr COURT. It is not very pleasant on this side of the House watching it do a complete
circle.

Mr Parker: We have watched a few somersaults on that side during the same period.

Mr COURT: Except that we are now talking about taxpayers' money which is something we
have to watch carefully.

My other question relates to the petrochemical project. Could the Treasurer explain the
involvement of the Treasury in approving the borrowings of WA Government Holdings Ltd
from the State Govemnment Insurance Commnission? That was an initial figure of
$175 million with additional funding which went into the project. What involvement did
Treasury have in that operation? How does Treasury intend writing off that money? How
does it intend treating that money in the accounts? If the project is wound up and
considerable losses are involved, how will that money be accounted for? My next point also
relates to the petrochemical project and through it I want to set the record straight. It relates
to the questions the Opposition asked about whether the Government had borrowed money
from the South Australian Government to fund some of its finance for the petrochem-ical
project. We were given assurances in this Parliament that that was not the case. It turned out
in fact that money had been raised from the South Australian Government.

Mr Parker: No, what turned out to be the case was that promissory notes were purchased by
a variety of people including the New South Wales Treasury Corporation and subsequently
the South Australian financial authority.

Mr COURT: The point I was trying to make - I was not trying to trip up the Treasurer - is
that we are aware of the fact that money was borrowed from the South Australian
Government, and when things became too hoc, it was keen to get out of those promissory
notes. The New South Wales Government, or some other body, ended up taking them on.

Mr Parker: You do not understand, do you?
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Mr COURT: I understand it clearly. The Treasurer tried to do a snow job in saying that it
was another party that arranged the measures, but [ do not care which parties it went through;
the long and short of the matter is that the project borrowed money from the South Australian
Government on a short trm basis. That is not the sont of thing the Government should be
playing tricks with; it cannot argue that the Opposition has got it wrong when the reality of
the situation is that South Australian money went into the project as part of its short term
finance.

The final point on which I need clarification relates to the economic policy planning section.
Twenty-two people are involved in planning economic policy and there seems to be some
conflict in that the Minister for Economic Development and Trade also has a policy planning
section covering what would appear to be similar areas. Therefore, I ask the Treasurer to
clarify what economic policy planning is done by his department and what is done within the
jurisdiction of the Minister for Economic Development and Trade, and whether any
duplication of the work occurs.

Mr PARKER: Unlike the Leader of the Opposition. I am not an accountant, but I have read
over the last few months a large number of reports on this matter, not only those given to me
by Treasury, but also those I have come across in general reading - when I take on a role I try
to take in as many things as possible. There seems to be considerable doubt about precisely
what is the best way to display the accounts in Government. I refer to Government
departmental accounting policy as opposed to commercial enterprise accounting policy. I
agree that it is a different case with a commercial operation and a statutory office. The SEC
has a clear accrual basis with money going in and out - it has to operate like that.

We have a problem in the presentation of some accounts, like Westrail, and this is a matter I
have sought to address with Treasury; I hope that next year Westrail's accounts would not
show it as a Government department because the current accounts are extremely unclear. It
states that the department is spending money and somewhere else it has a revenue source; I
think it is a nonsense. We need to have the netting of the revenue and the accrual system and
depreciation needs to be taken into account, Of course both the SEC and the Water Authority
provide for depreciation and I know that one of the recommendations from the New South
Wales Commission of Audit was that $600 million should be set aside to start a depreciation
account for Government activity. This did nor include the equivalent of the SEC, but it is a
very admirable course. Mr Greiner might have done what the Leader of the Opposition
suggested, but he did not make such a provision previously because he could not get his
hands on $600 iflion.

The fact of the matter is that in the commercial sector - I use that term broadly - anybody who
aims to operate in the sense of a business operation should have some form of accrual
accounting and the account not should operate from a Consolidated Revenue Fund
accounting mechanism. In the case of Government departments, it becomes more esoteric
and I am not sure that it has the same impact. I am unaware of any Government which
provides for depreciation on activities such as schools, roads and other infrastructure which
seek no economic return. The way to take care of the depreciation is to look each year at the
things which need replacing. This is a more onerous problem in New South Wales because it
has an older infrastructure; we are more fortunate, being a younger State. Nevertheless,
ultimately it is something we will have to face.

What is more important about the Consolidated Revenue Fund system is that it enables
Treasury to assess departmental budget bids and look at the least costly way of doing
something and measure the aims and principles of the Government with the availability of
funds. Other policy considerations that need to be measured are the incidence of Government
taking from the community on one hand, and on the other hand the need to have internal
discipline with departmental presentations to Treasury and Cabinet in making policy so that
priority decisions can be made on behalf of Cabinet; in the final analysis it is a decision an
priorities, and that is a fundamental issue which needs to be addressed.

The program budgeting aspect is very important and there is a team working in Treasury on
this. There is a relationship between that and another team at the Office of Public Sector
Management; these teams are working together to, ensure proper programmed budgeting so
that there is an ability to assess the costs of each program while examining the effectiveness
of the program. Once this is done a priority decision can be made. I do not have the date for
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these program budgeting goals, but I will be happy to provide them to the Leader of the
Opposition. I am not aware of any recent developments in accrual accounting. One of the
systems with which the Under Treasurer is closely involved is a mechanism for-non
commercial activity. I will ask him for advice on what has been done as I understand it is a
one way street in this area and requires close examination with non-commercial activity in
Government.
The member for Cottesloe raised the matter of the overview the Treasury has of the
investment activity of the various Government agencies which are guaranteed by Treasury in
the end result. This includes the State Government Insurance Commission and the
R & I Bank and other bodies which are guaranteed by the Treasurer. The member looked at
those agencies as having the ability to lend and borrow. The fact of the matter is that until
recently - even to this day, though it is certainly changing - the Treasury did not have a true
ongoing system for assessing off-CRF activity and the obligations that arose thereunder.
This applied to the agencies referred to by the member for Cottesloe, and others which were
not mentioned. One of my concerns about Treasury, as I have come to grips with it, is not
about its professionalism or ability - there is no doubt that they are highly professional
officers - but about the apparent lack of an ongoing focus on these issues. if someone told
Treasury to go off and tell us the situation in a particular agency, it could. If Treasury
officers were specifically involved in SECW A loan raising, they would have a detailed
analysis of it and would be aware of how it would impact on the Budget and so on. Unless
specifically asked no-one had an overview role and that applied for many years. Since!I have
been involved as the Treasurer I have, in consultation with the State Government Insurance
Commission and the Government Employees Superannuation Board, established investment
guidelines. Those guidelines have been tabled in this House and have been promulgated by
me, and the two agencies concerned are obliged to conform to them. One of the criticisms
made by the Opposition and by the financial comnmunity was that, regardless of the rights or
wrongs of the particular intvestments, part of the problem was that there were no investment
guidelines which could regulate the way in which the agencies operated.

There had been considerable scrutiny by Treasury in the case of the GESB and its
predecessor. The superannuation fund is an extension of Treasury because in the final
analysis it is a defined benefit fund and the Government is obliged to pay the fund
contributors a certain amount of money regardless of what happens to the fund. Each year
Treasury, in the course of evaluating the superannuation fund's bid, makes an assessment of
the way in which the superannuation fund is inn. There has been an oversight in that regard
on a budgetary basis, but not on an investment basis or an ongoing monitoring basis.

Apart from specific issues which have been raised from rime to time in regard to the SCIC
there has not been an ongoing monitoring basis, although that is changing. Part of the work I
am doing with the Under Treasurer and the Public Service Comnmission includes the
development within the Treasury of an ongoing monitoring role in all those areas which do
not impact directly on the Budget, but which could potentially have an impact on the
Government. It includes not only the GESB and the SGIC, but also non-Government
financial agencies especially those which are not regulated by the Federal Government or by
the State Government. Rothwells was an example of that, as are the friendly societies and
credit unions. We do have a regulatory agency which is part of the Attorney General's
portfolio and which has been integrated with the Corporate Affairs Commission. There is a
lot of commonsenise in that because the requirements of those bodies are similar to the
requirements of corporate bodies. Given the position we found ourselves in with the
Teachers Credit Society there is a role for Treasury to have the ability to understand those
bodies, and that is being developed.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition referred to the role of the economic policy division.
One of its roles is not to look only at those financial institutions, but also at financial
institutions such as the Water Authority, the SEC and the port authorities, to ascertain what is
an acceptable rate of return on capital invested. One of the disciplines which can be imposed
on any management is to provide a certain amount of capital and request management to
advise how much it is malking. It is not something which has happened in Western. Australia
in the past, but it is gradually being introduced. It has been introduced into the port
authorities and the Department of Transport, in which former senior Treasury officers are
employed; they have to set profitability performance, and rate of return targets.
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The second issue raised by the member for Coutesloe was the sale of the Goverrnent
Employees Superannuation Board's Central Park property. All I did was precisely that
described by the member for Cotesloe; that is, to alert the people interested in investment
opportunities in Western Australia to the fact that GESB wanted to sell half its share in
Central Park. All the commnentators tell us that Central Park is an exciting and strong
development. Of course, from the GESB's point of view it would like to take some of the
profit earlier rather than later and it would like to have less of the funding obligation and less
of the risk. That is a prudent financial position for it to adopt. As a result, together with the
real estate agents and consultants, it prepared expression of interest documents to interest
developers to rake an interest in chat development. The time it did that coincided with the
time I was in Europe. We are receiving a lot of Japanese capital into Australia and it was felt
that it was an opportunity for German capital to flow into Australia. I certainly did not visit
Europe in a selling capacity. It is something that the Superannuation Board and its advisers
will be doing.

Mr Hassell: Coming back to the basic question I asked about the overview of investments
and viability on a continuing basis for the Superannuation Board, the R & I Bank and the
SGIC, are you saying there is now a continuing monitoring process?

Mr PARKER: The process is being developed. I am not saying it is absolutely perfect or
fully developed, but reports will be available. It is something I have discussed with the
Under Treasurer and it is being implemented in the department.

Mr Lewis: Is a consultant doing it?

Mr PARKER: No, it is being done within Treasury.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition referred to the Treasury's role in borrowing money.
The Treasury Corporation borrows money on behalf of the State and centrally on behalf of A
statutory authorities. It is not only because it is cheaper for statutory authorities to borrow
money, as implied by the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, but also because the more
authorities which borrow money through the Treasury Corporation the better because the
Government, as a whole, can borrow money at a cheaper rate. The addition of statutory
authority X to the pool of Treasury Corporation borrowed funds not only means that statutory
authority X will be able to shave off something from its own interest rate, but also that the
entire pool of funds will be able to do the same because of the increased volume and the
opportunities it provides. Itris also as a result of the differential borrowing requirements, the
differential hedging requirements and the differential ingoing and outgoing requirements of
the various statutory authorities. What we have within the Treasury Corporation is virtuaLly a
gigantic clearing house which manages debt and cash in the same context. That was the
problem we had before - most of the debt was managed out into the agencies. The bulk of
the State's debt is not incurred by the Consolidated Revenue Fund, but by SECWA, the
Water Authority and so on. Most of the State's debt, the CRF debt, until recently was owed
to the Commionwealth. There was very little room for manoeuvring and we simply have to
pay the Commonwealth.

The Deputy Leader of the Opposition said that cash was being managed in a conservative and
not remunerative way by Treasury prior to the Western Australian Development Corporation
days. In a sense, we have turned the circle, but the circle has not come back to the same
position because the training, expertise and development which took place during the period
of the WADC meant that we now have a highly skilled cash management operation.

I am happy to provide the figures, although I do nor have them with me and could not be
expected to remember them. What I do remember is that against the benchmark performance
targets, which were quite stringent and which they set themselves, they performed
exceptionally well. Those benchmarks related to experience in other areas of cash
management. More importantly, there is the opportunity of setting off cash management
against debt management from time to time, which may mean that one can reduce
considerably the cost of funds in that context.

As to the way in which the program is returned to Treasury from the WADC, as the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition said, that was a recommendation of the Burt Commission and there
was some comment on that in the Press, given the make up of the Burt Commission.
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Nevertheless, it camne back to Treasury and there was a fee paid to WADC for the acquisition
of its software, hardware, people and skils - a sort of goodwill, as it were, for the expertise of
the business. I think Treasury feels that it is a positive thing and my understanding is that it is
proceeding exceptionally well. If the Deputy Leader of the Opposition has a particular
interest in any specific area I am happy to provide that information to him.
The third question asked by the Deputy Leader of the Opposition related to the petrochemical
project and the initial purchase by the State Government Insurance Commission of
$175 mnillion of debentures issued by WA Government Holdings Ltd but guaranteed by the
Treasurer. With relation to involvement by Treasury, firstly, [ think it is well known that
Mr Heron, the Deputy Under Treasurer, is chairman of WA Government Holdings Ltd.
Secondly, SGIC does not require the approval of the Treasurer or Treasury in order to invest
in those forms of debentures. T'he guarantee was required to be issued by the Treasurer and
while I was not Treasurer at that time it was presumably issued on the advice of Treasury.
Presumably, Treasury was involved, at least to the extent that it advised the Treasurer on the
issuing of the guarantees to the debentures to WAGH. They are 10-year debentures. As a
result their maturity date is 1998, so the requirements outlined by the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition will not arise in the short team.
Mr Lewis: So they will stay on the books for years.
Mr PARKER: We have not assessed that yet because we do not know the outcome of the
various proceedings precisely and how they will be treated from an accounting point of view
over the next 10 years. We do not know what the net outcome will be. It may be that some
or all of the money is recouped over a period of time. In the interim. the SCIC is fully
secured in its investment.
Mir Macinnon: How is it secured?
Mr PARKER: It is secured from the Treasurer's point of view. It is the guarantor of the
debentures and there is no question -

Mr Macinnon: Under what authority are they guarantor of the debentures?
Mr PARKER: The Treasurer is guarantor of WA Government Holdings. They are issued
under the Treasurer's guarantee.
Mr Macinnon: Under what authority does WAGH act?
Mr PARKER: I cannot recall precisely as I was not Treasurer at the time. Treasury would
certainly have been involved in providing that advice to the Treasurer of the day.
Mr Lewis: Did you direct SGIC to take those debentures up, or did the Government?
Mr PARKER. There was no direction.
Mr Lewis: So they did it of their own volition, did they?
Mr Court: It was a good deal.
The CHAIRMA.N. Order!
Mr PARKER: The fourth question asked by the Deputy Leader of the Opposition related to
the alleged borrowing of money from the South Australian Finance Authority. I have been
through that matter so many times it is hard to believe the Deputy Leader still does not
understand. Suffice it to say the allegation made by him was not an innocent inquiry but an
allegation that some tricky arrangement had been entered into.
Mr Court: I said you Misled the Chamber.
Mr PARKER: That is untrue. Although we have been criticised about a lot of things, the one
thing that commentators agret on unanimously is that we are right and the Leader of the
Opposition is wrong about this Matter.
Mr Macinnon: Are you saying that on others we are right and you are wrong?
Mr PARKER: The others vary. However, there are few occasions on which commentators
agree unanimously on our side, but even some of our most bitter critics in the media have
acknowledged the truth of what I have said in relation to this matter.
Mr Court: I am not worried about what the media said, I am worried'about the facts. You
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denied you borrowed money from the South Australian Government. That appears in
Mansard of 6 September at page 41.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I give a general warning here that this is the reply to the general
debate on this Division. Some of the comments made in the past few minutes have strayed
away from that. Members of the Opposition well know that if they want to enter into martens
of alleged misleading of the Chamber this is not the appropriate place to do that. Rather,
substantive motions on other parts of the agenda are where that should be done.

Mr PARKER: The facts are as I have stared them on a number of occasions and they are
widely recognised as such.
In relation to economic policy matters each department will want an area of expertise to deal
with issues to which it relates. For example, the Ministry of Economic Development and
Trade, as the Deputy Leader of the Opposition pointed out, will have an economic policy unit
with the task - it certainly was the task when I headed that Ministry and I imagine it is similar
today - of ensuring that the important issues relating to industrial economics, infrastructure
and all of those factors that impact upon industrial and economic development in this State
are dealt with adequately. Of course, there are a whole range of issues of principles such as
royalty policy, rates of return, the way in which stimulation of the economic and industrial
investment can take place and the way economic strategic development strategies can be
looked at.

As its name implies, the policy unit within the Ministry of Economic Development and Trade
is an economic development policy unit as opposed to a broader economic policy unit
interested in the policies relating to economic development per se. The policy group within
Treasury has to have an overview of that as it has to have of all economic policy matters. It
is more directed to economic policy matters as they relate to the broad State economy which
certainly include economic development, but in a much more oversight position, but also -
and I guess fundamentally - includes such issues as interrelationship and fiscal relationships
between ourselves and the Commonwealth.

This unit prepares the submissions to the Grants Commission, which requires submissions
previously made triennially. Members would be aware they are now made annually. This is
the body which prepares a lot of the reports required for Premiders' conferences, and which
liaises with various agencies of Government when it comes to looking to the Commonwealth
for budget bids. This body has the capacity to develop policy in relation to how taxation
policy should be developed, and so on. It is a Treasury policy unit which has an overall
economic horizon of the State in view whereas the economic development unit is confied to
those things relevant to departments or sub-departments which fall within the Ministry of
Economic Development and Trade.

Mr COURT: I thank the Deputy Premier for his answers to my questions. Having listened to
those answers, I believe there is an unnecessary duplication of the policy planning process.
That is the way things seem to be done. The Treasurer might recall that when the Financial
Audit and Administration Act was introduced it gave the Treasurer more control over the
funds and debt levels of a wide range of Government and semi-Government authorities. I
wonder whether, that Act having been in operation for some years, more semi-Government
bodies now come under direct control from the Treasury, both in handling debt management
and in the management of cash. I am thinking of bodies like hospitals which used to be very
independent in looking after their own debt levels and managing their cash surpluses. Does
that money have to come under the control of the Treasury?
Mr PARKER: A better phrase would be 'Under Treasury's scrutiny". There is now a much
greater level of scrutiny by Treasury of what individual agencies do so far as cash and debt
management is concerned. On a broad basis, more and more cash and debt management is
being conducted by the Treasury Corporation rather than the agencies. Treasury's role under
the Financial Administration and Audit Act concerns not the management of debt and cash,
rather the oversight of how it is managed and how prudently it is accounted for, audited and
so on. A greater of degree of scrutiny has resulted. When the Financial Administration and
Audit Act was introduced we promised a review after two or three years of operation. It was
amended earlier this year to take account of the accountability recommendations, but a more
substantial review has now been done and Cabinet has approved the drafting of legislation to
take account of that review and tighten up the scrutiny in certain areas.

4418 (ASSEMBLY]



[Tuesday, 14 November 1989) 41

By the same token we do not want to rake all these functions away from these bodies. These
bodies have roles to play in managing cash, but in certain circumstances we would like them
to deposit with us as if we were a bank. The most important thing is the opportunity to
scrutinise what is happening. Certain areas have escaped scrutiny in the past. The Minister
for Education has legislation coming forward in relation to school funds, where substantial
amounts of money are held. It is not a question of taking that money from the schools; it is a
question of scrutinising how it is handled.

Mr COURT: In relation to staff, particularly around the Assistant Under Treasurer level,
does Treasury have difficulty in attracting experienced staff? In the boom times when paper
shuffling businesses were doing well, many experienced people were attracted out of
Governiment service because of the experience and training they had received.

Mr PARKER: I do not think so. There has not been a very high turnover of staff in the most
senior levels of Treasury. To the extent that there has been, the people have gone to the
agencies. One example is Kenry Sanderson, who has gone from Treasury to the Department
of Transport. She is a very senior and capable officer, and I think she is now Acting Director
General. There have been movements of that sort.

Mr Court: She was the poor lady who had to sit in this Chamber till 5.00 am. looking after the
financial institutions duty legislation when she was eight months' pregnant.

Mr PARKER: I hope she has been suitably rewarded and I hope it did not do her or her baby
any harm, though it was probably very unpleasant at the time. Two or three senior officers
now in Treasury were recruited from the Federal Treasury. While our salary structures may
not match those in the financial industry, particularly in the last few years - perhaps the
position is different now that security of employment is different -

Mr Court: I am told in Melbourne there is a huge surplus of money market dealers and
stockbrokers.
Mr PARKER: I should imagine quite a lot have come out of Tricontinental for a start. We
have found a very good opportunity to recruit in the Federal Treasury because the Federal
Treasury does not pay so much in its middle levels as we do. My observation of
Commonwealth Government departments is that they are much more bureaucratic and there
are fewer opportunities for rapid advancement. A number of our senior officers came from
there. The Under Treasurer has been delighted with the talents he has been able to attract out
of the Federal Treasury. He himself was brought back to Western Australia some years ago
from the Federal Treasury. I do not think Treasury has a complaint about its inability to
attract officers. In fact this is probably a very good rime for recruitment.

Item 1: Salaries, Wages and Allowances -

Mr MacKINNON: I would appreciate an indication of from whence the Treasurer's
ministerial staff are paid as his own staff. Secondly, from where is his ministerial travel
paid? Neither of those matters seems apparent from my first observation of this area. I
would appreciate a comment on the four executive officers under this item. I have not seen
this before. These people appear to be secretaries, judging from the salary range.

[ would also appreciate some advice as to what areas accounting policy officers are operating
on. It is probably program budgeting, but what is the nature of that accounting policy unit
and its work? We have 13 staff wider "Financia Control and Legislation." What legislation
are those people in control of? Is that the area of building societies and credit unions? If so,
what is the extent and nature of that work, and what has changed since the collapse of the
Teachers Credit Society? Has the work of that area continued to improve in that regard?

Mr.PARKER: My personal staff in my ministerial office are contained within the staffing
levels in this department. Since I became Treasurer my staff all transferred to the Treasury.
My travel expenses and other ministerial expenses are also accounted for within Treasury. If
[ travel for a purpose other than Treasury there may be some offsetting arrangements with
other departments, but generally my expenses would be dealt with through Treasury.

Mr Court: Under what line item?

Mr PARKER: The bulk would come under Management Services; but perhaps not all. In
relation to Financial Control Officers, the unit which the member said to be headed by Mr
Brotherston is now headed by Mr Metaxas. This Unit has been transferred from Treasury to
the Corporate Affairs Commission.
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Mr Macainon: When was that?
Mr PARKER: Late last year or early this year.
Mr Macinnon: So these would not be the same people.
Mr PARKER: They are no' these people. Those people are involved in the financial control
as in internal audit and issues of that sort. As members can see from the salary levels, they
are fairly junior people. The financial control legislation is to make sure that the Financial
Administration and Audit Act is complied with. It has more a compliance function than
anything else. There is a system operating under the Treasurer of accounting. Mr Barry
Sargeant, who from all accounts and from what I have observed of him is an extremely
talented man in this area. He is in charge of a number of things including the Government
accounting system - GAS - and its implementation throughout Government as well as its
upgrading particularly in respect of increased compute risation. The Premier answered some
questions on personnel information management systems. We are trying to integrate GAS
with PIMS - I do not know whether that makes it a Pims No I or No 2 - but the main task is
to have the financial and personnel functions interrelating and speaking to one another in
order to give us better control mechanisms as well as work which has been done in the unit
on program budget management; it is working on a program management task. If anyone is
doing it on accrual accounting I will find out about it and let the Leader of the Opposition
know because they would be within that section,
When Mr Heron became the Deputy Under Treasurer, a small corporate executive was
fanned. I think it comprises basically the two secretaries, Mr Bowen and Mr Heron, plus an
executive officer whose task is to follow through on things they want done. I do not know
who the other one is; it is probably a receptionist or someone like that.
Item 3: Management Services -

Mr MacKINNON: Can the Treasurer provide a breakdown of this item? There is a
significant increase over the vote last year, from $7 10 000 to $1 549 000. What are the
reasons for the increase? Will the Treasurer give a breakdown of the expenditure within that
item?
Mr PARKER: The actual increase is $559 375, which is mainly attributable to the transfer of
Dr McKee, who was the acting coordinator general of the Ministry of Economic
Development and Trade and the Chairman of the State Energy Commission. He has ceased
to be both those things and is now operating as an internal consultant to Government. The
cost of his office, staff and equipment comprised $270 000 of chat amount. The full year
costs associated with the transfer of my office as a result of the changes in February this year.
with Treasury never previously servicing a Minister's office - usually the Treasurer was the
Premier and was serviced through the Premier's department - was $287 000. That accounts
for the vast bulk of the increase.
Mr MacKIN4NON: The Treasurer indicated that Dr McKee's expenses came out of this item.
Does the Treasurer know whether Dr McKee engaged Kevin Edwards or Tony Lloyd at any
time in respect of the services provided to Government by Dr McKee?
Mr PARKER: Dr McKee has been doing some work for me on a variety of issues, including
issues relating to borrowing mechanisms and costs, minimising borrowing costs, looking at
Loan Council interrelationships and so on. I understand he has hired a couple of consultancy
firms to do small amounts of work - nothing significant - and I do not think he has directly
hired Mr Lloyd or Mr Edwards. I was asked a question about this the other day and I
indicated that somebody said they owned the firms. I do not think they do. They may or may
not work for those firms; but if the Leader of the Opposition wants any detail on that, I will
provide it for him.
Item S.: Economnic Policy -

Mr MacKINNON: This item shows an expenditure of $100 000, an increase on last year.
What is the nature of that expenditure? There is an economic policy unit both within
Treasury and the Ministry of Economic Development and Trade. What does the expenditure
under that item entail in support of those officers within that unit?
Mr PARKER: The item provides for travel, staff training, professional services, data
processing fees and so on of the economic policy division. I outlined the role of that
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Division a few moments ago but the increase in that allocation reflects three things: Firstly,
the development - for which we have been commended - of a national accounts based
financial information base for the State; secondly, the application of the National Institute of
Economic and Industry Research's gross State productivity model to Western Australia; and
thirdly, the fact that considerably increased travel and research is required in this area since
the Commonwealth made the decision to change from triennial Grants Commuission reports
and assessments to annual ones. Although there is still a major triennial one, in effect the
impact of what was supposed to be a minor annual report was well over $50 000. That is a
very substantial impact and having to do that every year rather than every three years costs
money as well as all of the incidentals such as staff time and so on.

Item 11: Financial Management Development -

Mr MacKIN NON: This item has not existed previously, but has a Budget allocation this year
of $71 000. What is the allocation for?

Mr PARKER: This item provides for the travel, staff training, printing and so on for the
financial management division and the cost of developing and presenting financial
management development courses for the senior executive service. The primary function of
the Division is the achievement of an ongoing and effective program management of all
Western Australian public sector budget-funded entities. A financial management initiative
steering committee provides overall coordination and direction to the program management
developments. The FMI steering committee comprises officers from the Ministry of Cabinet
and Public Sector Management, the Public Service Commission, the Department of
Computing and Information Technology, Treasury and two user departments. The increase is
$71 000, which comprises increased travel costs of $12 500, staff training costs of $5 500,
printing of explanatory documents associated wit the implementation of the financial
management initiative of $6 000 and education and the presentation of courses of $47 000,
making a total increase of $71 000 over last year.

Division 13 put and passed.

Division 1J: Western Australian Treasury Corporation, $1 734 000 -
Mr MacKUINNON: Could the Treasurer expand on some of his early comments in respect of
Division 13 specifically relating to WA Government Holdings Ltd and the borrowings made
in relation thereto? The Treasurer referred to the State Government Insurance Commission
debentures. When were those debentures issued? Were they negotiated through the Western
Australian Development Corporation? On what basis was the guarantee given? The
Treasurer said earlier that he was not the Treasurer at that time, but could he clarify that
mailer? In respect of the interim finance as opposed to the State Government Insurance
Commnission. debentures, was that negotiated through the Treasury Corporation? On what
basis was the security extended for those funds which ultimately the State has had to meet?

Mr BLAMIKE. I refer to matters contained under "Contingencies' which I will discuss briefly
now and return to later to deal with specific items following the Treasurer's reply. Under
"Contingencies", in 1988-89 interest on borrowings to the State amounted to $472 Million.
That is art increase in the Estimates to $672 million in the next 12 months. It is an increase in
interest on borrowings of $200 million.

Mr Parker: Look at the income figures. As I have explained to the Leader of the Opposition,
we are now managing a much larger amount of debt and cash.
Mr BLAMKE: The Treasurer may well have explained that to the Leader of the Opposition,
but I also want the information. Will the Treasurer explain what is the full extent of the
interest on the borrowing and will he table the papers that show the figures, and how they
were arrived at for 1988-89 and 1989-90? We are not talkcing about chicken feed, we are
talking about hundreds of millions of dollars, so in the Treasurer's response I[ask him to meet
my requests.

Mr PARKER: Firstly, the member for Vasse may have misunderstood the presentation of the
figures as the vote was for $1.734 million, and that is the net result of what comes into the
account including the income which comes from cash management and servicing the debt.
Also, to take the example he raised, which was interest on borrowings, the increased interest
on borrowings of $200 million was not a new interest met by the State - although a small
amount was as a result of the amount raised in 1988-89 - but the vast bulk was due to
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the integration of the SEC debt within the Treasury Corporation debt. So the $200 million
outgoing is met by the SEC. While the SEC was borrowing directly from bankers before,
now Treasury Corporation borrows the money and on-lends it to the SEC. Therefore, that
$200 million outgoings on borrowings is more than fully accounted for by the fact that we
had additional income from recovery of interest on borrowings of $201 191 000. Therefore,
there is a net change in our favour of about $700 000 or $800 000.
Secondly, under "Contingencies", the other increases and amonisation on loans raised in
1988-89, and proposed financial loans and expenditure associated with new loans, will be
predominantly by means of discounted securities; that is, the coupon or the face value interest
rate which is lower than the affected yield. The discount between the coupon and the yield is
amortised over the life of the borrowings on an annuity basis. That has accounted for an
additional $1 million in expenditure this year because of increased levels of borrowing. The
other increased costs related to staffing costs such as award restructuring, training, and a
reduction in the provision of services and contracts with recurring cons ultancy costs
associated specifically to the information technology plan; on the other hand, there was also
provision for additional computers. Also, some surpluses of funds were carried forward
which all contributes to the net differential this year from last year of $1 075 000. Therefore,
this is not to be a burden on the Government, but will ultimately be a mechanism whereby all
Government borrowings are centralised and borrowings will be acquired more cheaply and
managed with the cash going to the credit of the agency involved.

Mr Blaikie: Your explanation will take me some time to go through, so I ask you to table the
papers relevant to these matters.

Mr PARKER: Which papers?

Mr Blaikie: Those papers which explain the $672 million you are referring to, so that
members can gain a clear understanding of what you are talking about.

Mr PARKER: I am not sure what the member is talking about. Is the member referring to
the debt transfer from the SEC to the Treasury Corporation?

Mr Blailct.. You come here expecting us to approve of the proposed $672 million
expenditure involved in this itemn.

Mr PARKER: That proves what I said earlier; the member does not understand the Budget
papers because the expenditure will be $1.7 million. If the member has some particular
concerns and wants papers tabled, I have to know which ones he means.

Mr Clarko: We would like a summary sheet of how these figures were arrived at.
Mr PARIKER: That is a much more intelligent approach and I wil be happy to find a
summary of that, If the members for Mani-ion and Vasse want some further information,
they should outline the summary they would like and I will see if it is possible to provide it.

The other question asked by the Leader of the Opposition involved the issue of the
$175 million worth of debentures. Again I say that this was a matter involving Treasury. I
did not take up the point when the Leader of the Opposition reversed it, and I will not take it
up now. The issue is that the debentures were not raised from Treasury Corporation, as they
are debentures of WA Government Holdings Ltd, and, as I said before, these involve
guarantees by the Treasurer and not Treasury Corporation.

Mr Macinnon: Is that directly to WA Government Holdings Ltd?
Mr PARKER: I am not certain, but I think under the Act which established WAGH the
money for the interim finance was not raised through WA Treasury Corporation, but rather
directly by WAGH. However, officers of Treasury Corporation may have assisted in
advising on the proposals put forward, including the one involving First Boston, and they
may have been involved in advising the bank - I do not want to say there was no
involvement - but the money was raised through First Boston and then the ANZ Bank by WA
Government Holdings Ltd.

The SOIC borrowed - I answered a question two or three weeks ago regarding this - some
$40 million from Treasury Corporation some time ago. This was used to the effect of
creating a bankc account. It has virtually repaid that money and has substantially reduced its
overall borrowings. To the best of my knowledge - but the annual report will reveal the
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previous position - die Superannuation Board has not borrowed money from the Treasury
Corporation; also, 1 am not aware of any intention to do so. There is no statutory limnitation
to stop it approaching the Treasury Corporation as a statutory authority, unlike the
Queensland Treasury Corporation which is able to lend money to other than Government
agencies.
Mr Machinnon: Is the interim finance directed by WA Government Holdings Ltd and then
Treasury guarantees that?
Mr PARKER: The Treasurer's guarantee was the saint as with the debentures.
Mr Macinnon: Under which authority?
Mr PARKER: I am not sure but my recollection is that it was under the Northern Mining
Corporation (Acquisition) Act.
Item 1: Amount required for Services for the year -

Mr BLAMKE: I accept the Treasurer's offer to provide a summary as requested by the
member for Man'nion and I hope he will do so. Last year a series of requests were made
during the Budget debate in which inisters gave an undertaking that they would provide
certain information.
Mr Parker: I will have someone go through Mlansard to follow up the requests.
Mr BLAMKE: If one of your officers could provide me or any member with a briefing in
order that we would have a basic understanding of this matter it would be appreciated.
Whether the briefing will improve my knowledge is another matter, but substantial amounts
of money will be expended this year and I would like further information.
Mr Parker: I do not mind there being a briefing by the Treasury Corporation to the
Opposition. It is an important arm of Government, it is a professional body and it is doing a
good jab.
Mr BLAMKE: I believe that is the way to go and those members who are interested will turn
up to the briefing.
Mr Parker: Perhaps you could liaise with me.
Mr BLAJKJUE: It would have been more appropriate to have the briefing prior to this Budget
debate, but I will certainly accept the Treasurer's offer. It could well pave the way for
discussion prior to futuire Budget debates. Mr Chairman, it would certainly make your job
easier and we would make positive progress. The way in which we conduct ourselves now is
inappropriate.
Mr CLARKO: There appears to be a difference in the salary provision for the general
manager. Last year the actual expenditure was $54 000 and this financial year the estimated
expenditure is $68 000.
Mr Parker: His name is David Butler and last year he was not employed for the full year.
Mr CLARKO: I thank the Minister for his explanation.
Division I4 put and passed.
Division IS: Rural Adjustment and Finance Corporation of' Western Australia,
$2 748 000 -

Mr COWAN: I refer to the Govermnenf's decision to transfer this authority from the
responsibility of the Minister for Agriculture to the Treasurer at the commencement of this
year. [ ask the Treasurer to explain the reason for that. It was always our impression that the
Rural Adjustment and Finance Corporation should remain within the responsibility of the
Minister for Agriculture. I ask whether it was part of some process which was designed to
perhaps strengthen the position of the corporation in attempting to recover some of the funds
chat had been loaned or to change its attitude towards people who were customers of
RAFCOR.
There has been some evidence of the corporation looking more at its responsibility as hankers
rather than an authority which was supposed to offer some form of lending to a group of
people who had nowhere else to turn. In other words, the welfare aspect that was supposed to
be attributed to the corporation had been lost in the desire to give the corporation
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a new look which was very much oriented towards its financial obligations in recovering
money which, after all, was public funds. We do not have any great argument with the
concept of the corporation recovering those funds because it is publik money. There is a
responsibility to blend the demand to recover funds with the fact that the corporation is a
lender of last resort and in that capacity it does have a responsibility to make some decisions
based not so much on finance and financial obligations, but on the basis of welfare.

I have no objection to the increase in the money provided for the corporation, but I would
hope the expansion we have seen within the corporation in terms of facilities and staff does at
some time reach a ceiling. We have been going through a process where agriculture has been
recently buoyant. Commodity prices have lifted and there has been a lessening of the number
of people who have a demand for the services of the corporation. I would nor like to see the
corporation dismantled because it still has a task to perform. It is essential we make sure it
does not continue to expand purely for the sake of empire budding. I do not think the chief
executive officer has that in mind, but the number of staff, currently 38, are sufficient for the
corporation to perform the task required of it.

The chief executive officer is also the chairman of the corporation and [ have discussed this
matter with the Treasurer. It is time that those two positions were separated and an
independent chairman appointed. The chief executive officer could be freed of that task. In
many respects, when a submission is put to the corporation for finance it is very much a case
of Caesar appealing unto Caesar and that should not be the case. There should be a chief
executive officer and there should be a chairman and they should be separate positions.

Mr PARKER: I thank the Leader of the National Party for his comments. It is the Premier's
prerogative when announcing Cabinet to vest various Acts in various Ministers. RAFCOR
has a dual role. It is a financial institution and an agricultural welfare institution. It is an
institution which manages considerable sums of money. The total amount of funds out on
loan or available for loan is about $120 million. Perhaps the Premier felt from his experience
when Treasurer that RAFCOR should come within the Treasurer's portfolio. I have held
extensive discussions with the Minister for Agriculture on various issues and I have no doubt
they will continue when required.

Various organisations have written to me, to the Premier and to the Minister for Agriculture
expressing concemn and asking why; in the final analysis, it is a decision for the Premier and
is probably best answered by himn. In my administration of RAFCOR I am not seeking to
treat it purely as a financial institution. I am finding it an interesting insight into the rural
scene. The welfare side of it is interesting in order to assess matters as rationally as possible
to ensure that needs are met. I have little doubt that changes could be made which the rural
community would like and which we would like to see, so although we agree that
improvements can be made from the perspective of clients at the moment RAFCOR is
looking for a structure to better represent itself to clients.
RAFCOR has been undergoing a functional review committee investigation lately. The
person from that committee has spoken widely with members here and with people from the
rural community. He has given me a run through of his recommendations. I do not think he
has finished all the detailed procedures, but I am aware of the sorts of things the Financial
Review Commnittee is likely to recommnend to me if it accepts his reconunendations. [ think a
lot of chose recomumendations will meet the concemns expressed to the Mfinister for
Agriculture and me by the rural community. One of the issues raised specifically was duality
of role between the chairman and the chief executive officer. All the comments I have heard
about Mr Groves have been that he is a capable and competent man.

Mr Cowan: I sometimes think he is too efficient and should treat the welfare aspect of
applications.

Mr PARKER: That is a point raised by others. I would rather start from that position and
move down than the other way around. There has been criticism of his over-efficiency, or
whatever. However, he is a capable man.

Mr House: He is not a banker.

Mr PARKER: I will come to that in a moment. After two or three years of operation of the
corporation structural changes need to be made. Without in any sense -suggesting there is
anything wrong with Mr Groves, one of the issues raised is that mentioned by the Leader of
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the National Parry, the duality of the chairman's and chief executive's position. It is my
experience that it is a bad idea to have that duality and in areas for which I have been
responsible I have changed that. It was one of the problems of the Superannuation Board, the
SEC and the R & I Bank; not because of any problem with the individual but because that
duality of position means that the nominee not only dominated reports to the board but also
dominated the board, which is a bad thing because the board should be superintending the
role of management. This is not to say that the chief executive should not be on the board,
because he should, but he should be seen as reporting to a board.
The principle is that the position should be separated. I say that without meaning any
detriment whatever to Mr Groves. Just as 1 did it in the SEC without detriment to
Mr Kirkwood, who accepted it and was happy with it. Although we have not received the
final report I am confident that is one of the recommendations we will be looking at closely
and almost certainly adopting.
In relation to impact on clients there are two sectors involved. One is the people corming in
for loans and the other is the people who have loans and the way they are treated in writing
them off or are accommodated in relation to those loans. I receive a wide range of letters
about RAFCOR from people who seem to have very little to complain about and others who
seem to have a case, genuine farmers with problems they feel have not been addressed by
RAFCOR. I also have teachers writing to me saying they have a hobby farm and that it is
dreadful that RAFCOR will not loan them money, or from others who pretend they are not
hobby farmers and that teaching is a sideline.
Mr House: I have exactly the opposite situation of a person working as an accountant in an
attempt to keep his farm viable and RAFCOR class him as non fanning because he earns
more from his accounting practice than from his farm so he does nor receive RAFCOR help.
Mr PARKER: Those matters can be looked at and I am happy to examine them. There are
times when RAFCOR perhaps misunderstands its role and that is one of the issues I have
discussed with Mr Giorgiadis the reporting officer. The other side of the coin is people who
have a loan the recoupment of which is at stake. One of the things RAFCOR has found is
that it has a huge amount in outstanding loans, about $11 illion or $18 Million worth. Some
of that is the necessary product of its being the lender of last resort. During the past six or
eight months I have made reconinendarions. to Executive Council which has written off large
numbers of loans - not huge amounts, but loans that have been Mround for a long time. The
board has been writing them off systematically. This relieves the people of that obligation so
that they can go on rebuilding without facing bankruptcy.
One problem is that some of the early loans were low interest ones at between four per cent
and six per cent and people in good financial circumstances do not want to repay them. If the
Leader of the National Party had a loan at four per cent or five per cent and could get away
without repaying it he would continue to do so. One thing which has happened and about
which I make no apology is the fact that RAFCOR has been looking at low interest loans and
people who are in the circumstances to do so have been told to repay their loan including the
arears. I do not think the Leader of the National Party would say that is not a good thing to
do. I accept that the margin between the people at that end of the spectrum and those at the
other end who are absolutely destitute involve easy decisions, it is in the margins that it is
hard to make decisions. That is the area where a change in the way the board is structured
and the way the officers of RAFCOR relate to its clients would make a significant difference
and I am happy to discuss that with the Leader of the National Party or any other interested
member.
Mr MINSON: There has been much criticism of RAFCOR over the years. As member for
an area which has within its boundaries the north eastern wheat belts I have a fair proportion
of RAFCOR's clients in my district. I am aware, as I am sure the Deputy Premier is, of the
image problem that RAFCOR has. I understand that recent changes have largely been
directed at improving that image and the relationship between RAFCOR and its clients. I
hope sincerely that that happens. I endorse the comnments made by the Leader of the National
Party with respect to the salaries paid. There are 38 salaries in total to administer an
expenditure of $2.75 million.
Mr Parker: That is the administrative cost of the org anisation. The total outstanding amount
at any time is about $120 million.
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Mr MINSON: What do the members' fees which appear under the "Contingencies" heading
relate to?
Mr Parker: [ cannot tell the member precisely but they are fees for members of the board.
There are about six or seven such members.
Mr MINSON: Does that include sitting fees and travelling expenses?
Mr Parker: Yes, and perhaps accommodation costs.
Mr MJNSON: An amount of $790 000 appears for "Rural Adjustment and Other Relief
Assistance Schemes". What does this figure relate to?
Mr PARKER: They are a range of sources of finance. The fundamental sources of finance
are the allocations made each year by the Government through the Consolidated Revenue
Fund, which includes the $790 000, and the amounts allocated each year by the
Commonwealth under various schemes such as the natural disaster scheme.
Mr Minson: They are channelled through, but do not appear there.
Mr PARKER: That is right, they go straight to RAFCOR, or are surpluses created by trading
operations of the corporation, the interest earnings from clients and moneys it holds in trust
until they are lent out. I cannot remember all the details, but the full annual report of
RAFCOR reveals all of that. The total of the funds under management at any time is
approximately $119 million, from memoty; between $110 million and $120 million is loaned
out. It is often thought in the rural community that RAFCOR has no money. The truth is it
has quite a lot of money; in terms of unencumbered liquid money that it can decide what to
do with, it has $30 million or $40 million. The issue is not whether it has the money but
whether it wants to lend it; that is the issue I was discussing with the Leader of the National
Party.
Mr MINSON: The other matter I want to raise is in respect of the chief executive and the
chairman of the board. The Minister has stated his aim would be to separate those two
positions.
Mr Parker: Without implying any criticism of the current officers.
Mr MJNSON: I look forward with bated breath to that happening because there is a conflict
there where if someone wishes to appeal, he is appealing to the same person. It is very
important to separate those two powers, and in no other organisation of that size am I aware
of those two positions being filled by the same person.
Division 15 put and passed.

Progress

Progress reported and leave given to sit again, on motion by Mr Parker (Treasurer).

WHEAT MARKETING BILL

third Reading
MR BRIDGE (Kirnberley - Minister for Agriculture) [11.23 pm]: I move -

That the Bill be now read a third time.
MR OMODEF (Warren) [11.24 pm]: I want to clarify a few statements that have been
made in the rural Press since the second reading anid Committee stages of this Bill. I make it
clear to die House that at no time have we opposed the general thrust of this Bill. What we
on this side of the House sought to achieve was to amend the transport and handling of wheat
on the domestic market. In a recent copy of The Farmers Weekly the Minister gave the
impression that the Liberal Party was holding up the legislation by pressing for a total
deregulation of the transport of wheat on the domestic market. At no time have we sought to
hold up the passage of this Bill. The Government could have brought this Bill forward at any
stage in the last sinting, and it had a week to do so.
In respect of the comments of the National Party, we supported the Bill all the way through,
with the exception of those sections relating to the transport and handling of wheat in the
domestic market. This issue really concerns the functions and powers of the Australian
Wheat Board for domestic grain trading, and the: intent of the Binl is to allow the Australian
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Wheat Board to operate on the domestic market. While we are talking about the domestic
marker, I was able to get hold of some figures; and a number of figures of tonnages have been
bandied about. I understand the figures show that local wheat markets account for about five
per cent of the local wheat crop r that is about 215 000 tonnes -74 000 tonnes are handled by
direct sales under the stockfeed permit system, and another large quantity goes through the
buyer to buyer schemes. So in fact we are talking about no more than 130 000 tonnes out of
3.5 million twries. of grain. I cannot understand the stories in the rural Press to the effect that
members on this side of the House are talking about wholesale changes to the marketing of
grain in this State. That is not the case; we are talking about freeing up the domestic market.
It is important that farmers know what the members on this side of the House have been
saying, and that members opposite do not misrepresent what we have been trying to do. We
have received tremendous support in our quest to try to deregulate the domestic market. We
know that 35 per cent of that 215 000 tonnes I talked about earlier is marketed locally; and
that bypasses Westrail and Co-operative Bulk Handling Ltd anyway. The permit system is an
impediment to growers, and should be removed so that farmers will have freer access to the
handling of their grain. That means in the end that there will be a quicker turnaround so far
as farmers are concerned, and more dollars in their pockets, giving them the ability to select
their preferred mode of transport and handling. We do not oppose the Bill, apart from that
section relating to transport and handling.

MR McNEE (Moore) [11.29 pm): I support the member for Warren. It is interesting to
note that the Minister for Transport, in his eagerness to claim that some sort of agreement had
been signed, really does not seem to understand what this matter is all about. I asked the
Minister for Agriculture to explain the benefits to the grain growers. I refer members to
Hansard for his answer; it makes entertaining reading but it will not tell them anything. On
the same day I asked the Minister for Transport the same question.

Mr Pearce: It was an illuminating question.

Mr McNEE: Of course it was, because this Government has been trying to pretend it is doing
the right thing by the growers.

Mr Pearce: They are not complaining.

Mr McNEE: Whether we like it or not, the domestic market for grain has been deregulated.
If we had really been keen to remove those blocks in the country that some people like to talk
about, deregulation of transport might well be a good thing. If we want the Australian Wheat
Board to be a real competitor we need to remove the blocks which stop the board from being
that competitor. We should make its actions competitive. If people want to support do facto
regulations they might well do so. The Minister for Transport is eager to abuse me, and he is
welcome to do that at any time he likes. I asked him to table the documents pertaining to this
agreement, because the Press announced widely that it was an agreement. One could be
forgiven for thinkig that an agreement had indeed been signed.
Mr Pearce: One was; it is lying on the Table of the House.

Mr McNEE: Is that right?

Mr Pearce: That is exactly right; it is in front of you.

The DEPUTTY SPEAKER: Order! This is the third reading of the Wheat Marketing Bil.
While the member's remarks may be relevant to that Bill, I should remind him char the third
reading stage requires him to address the Bill specifically. He is now canvassing points
which relate to regulations or agreements which would be made regardless of the passage of
this Bill. I warn the member to confine his remarks to the Bill before the House.

Mr McNEE: I was endeavouring to do that.

Mr Pearce: You do not even know what is in the Bill.

Mr McNEE: An integral pant of this Bill is transport, and we cannot escape that. The point
made by the Minister for Transport - and of the paper he tabled tonight - is a statement of
intent.

Mr Pearce: It is called ant agreement.

Mr MeNEE: The Minister can call it what he likes, but it is headed, "Statement of intent." It
is signed by a Westrail conumissioner and Harry M. Gayfer. Has the Australian Wheat Board
signed it?
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Mr Pearce: No-one said the Australian Wheat Board signed it. N& Gayfer was negotiating
on behalf of the Australian Wheat Board.
MW McNEE: We can argue about that later. It is important that we have the best deal that
can be obtained for growers. If they are not to have deregulation of transport. I am amazed
that the Minister for Agriculture put out a Press release detailing what he would do. He says
here, "Wheat transport details in place". He says he has used his ministerial discretionary
powers to release details before the legislation is passed. He said the arrangement was put in
place because the harvesting had already started in some parts of the State.
We have been accused of holding up this Bill. If the Bill had been brought up at the
appropriate time it could have passed through the House weeks ago. The Government has a
philosophy for deregulation. We are not arguing about commonsense for the producers of
this State; we are arguing against a philosophy, and I am not prepared to support that
philosophy because I do not believe it is in the best interests of the industry to support it. To
prove that he is supporting a philosophy, the Minister points out the arrangements he has
made for five categories of grain. He says he will do the same thing next year. If he is
prepared to do that, why is he so reluctant to accept deregulation? Is it because he wants to
keep the ultimate power to himself? Does he want a bunch of bureaucrats to control
something which does not need controlling?

I want to see grain on rail, because that is its proper place. If the Minister wants to achieve
that, rail must be given some competition. The Minister and the Government know that if
they give the commuissioner and the management of Westrail the authority, they will sharpen
their pencils. The Government would not dare to see how much productivity can be
improved at the Midland Workshops, but it will agree to ridiculous nonsense such as
appointing a committee to monitor the agreement. If the Government were really serious
about making rail competitive it could be done.

Point of Order
Mr PEARCE: The member has not followed your direction, Sir, to any extent at all. He is
now canvassing the issue of the grain trade. That is not even mentioned in this legislation,
which deals with the carriage of domestic wheat. The speech the member is making has
nothing to do with the matter before the Chair.

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: After I drew the member's attention to the fact that he was
straying, he returned to the Bill momentarily. I have to uphold the point of order here, firstly
on the ground that a third reading speech should be more specific - this is more akin to a
second reading debate than a third reading - and secondly, under Standing Orders it is not
proper to refer to debates which may have been held at different times during the same
session. I appreciate the points the member is trying to make, but we are dealing specifically
with the Wheat Marketing Bill and its provisions. It is not proper for the member to continue
this line of argument, so I request him to return to the Bill under consideration or I shall have
to rule him out of order.

Debate Resumed
Mr McNEE: The Bill is an important matter for the rural industry. While I wonder whether
the Minister for Transport thinks it is important or not, it really is most important and will
have longstanding and far-reaching effects on the grain industry. It is important that this Bill
be given every consideration because we need to be quite innovative in our thinking. This
Bill is in many ways an innovative Bill - I have never denied that - but it lacks in some areas
because it does not go far enough. That is the point: While the thrust of the Bill is good it is
long on rhetoric and short on policy.

Mr Pearce: You are a world champion at that - you would be an Olympic Games competitor.

M& McNEE: Listen to who is talking! I have a pretty good tutor on that side of the House.
We must be very careful with this Bill because, if we are stubbomn, although I want to keep
the Federal people out of the argument, the situation could arise where, if somebody decided
to shift their grain by road transport to a port and then challenged any action that might be
taken against them, it might well be that the Government would be in an odd situation indeed.
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Point of Order
Mr PEARCE: The member is in an, odd situation because he is now back on a subject which
is not the subject of this Bill.
Mr McNee: That might be your assessment.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The member will resume his seat. I remind him that
when a point of order is taken he should do that anyway.
This is the third time [ have had to draw the attention of the member to this situation. Clearly
there is an interrelationship between transport and the Bill - I am familiar with the content of
the Bill, as the member who has the call clearly is - but if he seeks to debate the question of
the rail freight agreement that really is not proper. As long as he confines his remarks to the
Bill he is within Standing Orders.

Debate Resumed
Mr McNEE: Thank you, Mr Deputy Speaker. I am trying to do that but obviously the
Minister for Transport is pretty concerned. Of course, he would not have answered a
Dorothy Dix question this afternoon if he was not. The point of my argument is that the Bill
does have some innovative measures but the Government is taking that innovation out of the
Bill. because of its inaction and reticence to use what might well be termed commonsense.
No-one from this side could be blamed for wanting the B ill to be used to gain the best
advantage for the people who will operate under it, and they are the growers and Western
Australians at large because this Bill will ultimately affect the prices consumers pay for the
goods they receive in their daily lives. It is obvious that the Government has paid insufficient
attention to those points in the Bill that could have made it operate to its fullest extent. The
people I have spoken to certainly support the general thrust of the Bill but many have
reservations because of the Government's reluctance to accept a 1990 answer to this problem.
Instead of taking us back in time the Government had an opportunity - and it still has it - to
take us forward; but it chooses not to do that. It chooses to hold us to this regulated system
which surely cannot be in the best interests of the Western Australian growers.
I support the general thrust of the Bill but with those reservations, and I can only express
extreme disappointment that the Government has denied this opportunity to the growers of
Western Australia when it could have made a real attempt to install the Australian Wheat
Board as a complete and full competitor. Instead it is being installed with its hands tied
behind its back and that is not the way I want to see it operate. I want it to operate in
complete competition with all those who want to compete with it. That is important, yet this
Bill denies that opportunity.
MR COWAN (Merredin - Leader of the National Party) [11.47 pm]: The Bill is designed
to give the Australian Wheat Board the capacity to trade on the domestic market and, as
everybody in this House has stated, there has been no argument about the powers which have
been conferred on the Australian Wheat Board in its capacity to trade and compete on the
domestic market for grain. I think everybody supports that concept, and they do so with one
very good reason - the Australian Wheat Board is weUl trusted in the industry. Any person
who agrees to sell his grain to the board has the sure knowledge that he will be paid for his
product, and that is something that cannot always be said for some of the board's
competitors.
Also of concern to a great number of people are other issues relating to the deregulation of
the domestic market and the need to supply the Australian Wheat Board with the capacity to
compete on that market. That has been satisfied by the terms of the legislation, but in
addition to that there are two other matters relating to wheat. The Bill does deal with those -
not only does it deal with trading on the domestic market, but also it deals with handling and
transport. As was said - and I want to repeat it because it bears repeating - in Western
Australia we have a model for handling and storage which is regarded as being an example
not merely in Australia but worldwide.
People come from America and Canada - those alleged bastions of free enterprise - to
examine the bulk handling system we enjoy in Western Australia and to look at its efficiency.
The company has been prepared on a trial basis to compete with private
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enterprise for the handling and storage of some aspects of the work it contracts to do on
behalf of the growers. Tenders have never been called for either the emptying of a particular
silo or the transport of grain from one silo to another which have not been matched in price
by CBH. The price that CBH has put in place as a charge against growers for the
performance of that task has never been matched. I think that needs to be remembered.
I shall have to tread carefully in respect of transport because of the points of order which
have been taken and the Deputy Speaker's ruling. The transport argument involves three
issues which need to be resolved and which have been addressed by this Bill. The first
concerns the transport of grain destined for the domestic market. It must be remembered that
this legislation deals only with the domestic market. Only one aspect of the transport of grain
on the domestic market has not been deregulated and that is in relation to parcels of 50 tonnes
or more of industrial or milling wheat. In all other instances where grain is sold on the
domestic market, permits are readily available. It might be argued that permits should not
necessarily be applied for. [ will not develop that particular argument at this stage, but the
transport of grain destined for the domestic market is deregulated to the extent that a permit is
automatically granted for all grain, whether it be feed stock or industrial or Milling wheat
provided it is transported in parcels of less than 50 tonnes.

Mr Pearce: That position will not change.

Mr COWAN: If it is greater than 50 tonnes, there is a requirement for some regulation.
Another point to be remembered is anomalies exist in the transport system which currently
operates. I do not doubt anomalies were built into the regulations encompassing the
agreement signed with the Minister. It is very important the anomalies are removed in this
legislation. I can cite numerous cases to the Minister for Transport and the Minister for
Agriculture where anomalies need to be addressed. Some of the existing anomalies have
gradually been reduced, but they have not been reduced to the extent the National Party
would like to see. Nevertheless they axe nowhere near as great as they were two or three
years ago. The National Party would like to see an acceleration of the removal of those
anomalies, but by the same token it will not be a party to throwing the baby out with the bath
water. Consequently the National Party is prepared to accept the grain freight agreement
provided the Government gives a commitment about the anomalies contained within the
freight schedules. It is ludicrous for some of those anomalies to be maintained in this system.
I do not doubt that is probably the area to which the member for Moore is referring in respect
of the deficiencies which exist within the transport system.

I refer to aspects of the legislation which deal with the capacity of the Federal Minister for
Primary Industry to declare wheat a prescribed grain. In doing that the Minister then
removes from this State the capacity -which is its constitutional right - to handle transport
matters within its own boundaries. The Minister can then use Commonwealth external
powers provisions to ensure that the transport of grain, which clearly is a constitutional
responsibility of the State. is taken away from the State and given to the Australian Wheat
Board. I know for a fact that the Australian Wheat Board does not want that responsibility.
It sees itself as a marketer of grain, not a transporter of grain. It merely wants to be able to go
to a State Government body and say, "You give us a transport system which demonstrates the
greatest efficiency possible.' In the main that is done, but there are some existing anomalies
which need to be removed. I strongly warn. the Minister for Agriculture and the Minister for
Transport, who has a vested interest in this matter, that wider no circumstances should this
Government tolerate the intervention of the Federal Minister for Primary industry in the
transport or handling of grain by prescribing wheat under the terms of this law. That would a
detrimental step and one the Government should resist as much as possible.

MR B RIDGE (Kimberley - Minister for Agriculture) [11.56 pm]: The point raised by the
leader of the National Party highlights the importance that industry attaches to this Bill and
the way in which it has been prepared. I think that is consistent with the general consensus of
views within the industry. A lot of work was put into gaining consensus within the industry
and it is for that reason the Bill was introduced so late in the session. However I amt
confident that as a result of the preparation and the fairly laborious time spent going through
the various aspects of the Bill the industry has gained an appreciation of what the legislation
is about. I think the industry generally feels satisfied with it. I know the member for Moore
has particular views about certain aspects of the legislation, particularly as it relates to
transport and handling, and no doubt he will maintain those views.
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The Bill takes account of a situation brought to bear upon us by a decision of the
Commonwealth Government. It was not without controversy, and an understandable feature
of it was that we would not be able to satisfy every individual. However we have gone some
way towards accommodating the vast majority of people within the industry, and I am sure
that at the end of the day that will be the case. Anomalies may still exist. I have been
prepared to say that before in this place, and I assure members that my colleague, the
Minister for Transport, and I will look at those areas if the industry will highlight them. We
will take on matters which are seen to require attention.
In respect of the last point raised by the Leader of the National Party, it has always been the
State Government's view that it does not want to see Commonwealth intervention in this
area. This follows a motion carried by all parties in this place; the Government has continued
to support the sentiments expressed in that motion. I have sent official letters to the Federal
Minister highlighting that and seeking his cooperation. To this point that cooperation has
been forthcoming. We can be satisfied with the way in which the preparation of this Bill has
proceeded and that it contains the appropriate measures to ensure the effective operation of
the Australian Wheat Board in respect of domestic operations in Western Australia. That is
has always been considered the primary funrction of this Bill.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to the Council.

WILLS AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from 28 September.
MR HASSELL (Cottesloc) [12.01 am]: I have examined the Bill and sought legal advice,
which I have received and conveyed to my colleagues. The Liberal Party has resolved to
support the Bill. I understand that the problem sought to be attended by this legislation was
highlighted by a recent unreported decision of Mr Justice Kennedy in the Supreme Court of
Western Australia in a matter entitled "In the will of McBade". I understand that the
amendment is prompted by that decision. [ also understand that following upon the adoption
of this legislation it will be necessary to amend the non-contentious probate rules so chat the
new provisions can be given ftll effect.

We support the Bill.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

Third Reading

Leave granted to proceed forthwith to the third reading.

Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr D.L. Smith (Minister for Justice), and passed.

House adjourned at 12.02 am (Wednesday)
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

LOCAL GOVERNMENT - NOISE EMISSION
Con trol Regulations

1012. Mr KIERATH to the Minister representing the Minister for Local Government:
(1) Do all local authorities have regulations covering noise emission?
(2) If not, which local authorities do not have these controls?
(3) Do these regulations cover noise emnitted by motorcycles and motor vehicles?
(4) What procedures can residents take if they suspect a neighbour's motorcycle

emits excessive noise?
Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
(1) Under the Environmental Protection Act local governments have been

delegated the power to serve pollution notices which encompass noise
emission.

(2) Not applicable.
(3) Yes, under the power delegated by the Environmental Protection Act.
(4) If the vehicle is being used on a road, the person may contact the Police Force.

If the vehicle is on private property, the local authority may be contacted. In
addition, common law remedies may be available.

POLICE - BICYCLE SAFETY SECTION
Lecturers, Infringement Notices, Prosecutions - Statistics

1105. Mr GRAYDEN to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:'
Of the 3 000 lectures on bicycle safety, the issuing of 326 infringement notices
and the 66 prosecutions for reckless riding that resulted from the work of the
police bicycle safety section in the year ending 30 June 1989, how many in
each category were -

(a) lecturers on bicycle safety;,
(b) infringement notices; and
(c) prosecutions for reckless riding resulting from offences committed on

dual use of pathways?
Mr TAYLOR replied:

See answer to Legislative Assembly question 1239.
TREE TRUST FUND - CURRENT STATUS

Committee Appointment

1207. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister for Conservation and Land Management:
(1) What is the current status of the Tree Trust fund?
(2) Has a committee or have trustees been appointed to run the Tree Trust?
(3) If so, who are these people?
Mr TAYLOR replied:

I refer the member to the answer provided to Legislative Council question
440.

EDUCATION - STUDENTS
Per Capita Expenditure - Administration Schools, TAFE

145 1. Mr MENSAROS to the Minister for Education:
What was the -

(a) capital; and
(b) recurrent
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expenditure calculated on a per student capita basis for -

(i) the current financial year; and
(ii) the 1987-88 financial year
separately for administration schools and TAFE?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:
Government Schools (a)

Recurrent Capital Admin (b)

1987-88 2642 191 282
1988-89 2891 242 308

Recurrent (c) Capital

1978 6.514
1987-88 6.15 1.42

(a) Expenditure per student - counting sessional or part time students on an
equivalent full time basis.

(b) Administrative costs include salary and contingency costs for head office and
district offices. Amounts include central curriculum services.

(c) Includes general administration costs. The figures for TAFE represent
expenditure per student contact hour. It is not feasible to calculate a
meaningful estimate of equivalent full time students because of the great
variety of TAFE courses, modes of study, and levels of participation by TAPE
students.

EDUCATION - VARLEY PRIMARY SCHOOL
Preprimary Children - Storeroom Teaching Area

1478. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Education:
(t) Are preprimary children attending the Varley Primary School taught in an

extended storeroom?
(2) If so, when is it planned for the children to be taught in a classroom?
Dr LAWRENCE replied:
(1)-(2)

A half time preprimiary teacher has been appointed to the Varley Primary
School this year to take the 10 enrolled students. A minor works grant was
used last year to extend the withdrawal area to provide a separate space for
this group. The total numbers projected for the school do not warrant the
provision of an extra temporary classroom. In normal circumstances, a rural
integration program would be used in the two classrooms. The half time
teacher is provided on the basis that no additional accommodation is required.

EDUCATION - PINJARRA PRIMARY SCHOOL
Asbestos Roof - Fibre'Contamination

1501. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister for Education:
(1) Is the Minister aware that asbestos fibres from the roof of the Pinjarra Primary

School are now breaking loose or peeling away and contaminating the school
precinct?

(2) Is the Minister aware dhe sheets of asbestos have cracks and one sheet which
was glued together last May has come apart again?

(3) Are the asbestos sheets on the roof to be replaced and, if so, when?



Dr LAWRENCE replied:
(1) 1 am aware of the reported concerns of the parents and staff of the Pinjarra

Primary School with regard to the condition of the cement sheeting containing
asbestos. In response to a general concern in this area a committee comprising
experts in the field is being set up to examine the extent to which asbestos has
been used in school buildings in the past, its present condition, the health
implications and recommendations for remedial workc if required.

(2) No.

(3) Any work carried out on the roof will be dependent on the report from the
committee. It is expected the report will be ready before the end of the 1989
school year.

EDUCATION - GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS
Students - Drug Use Survey

1535. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Education:

Was a survey of students in Government schools relating to drug use carried
out in 1988 and/or 1989 and, if so, can a copy of the report of the survey be
tabled in the House?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:

It was proposed to conduct a survey of all school students in 1989. Our
preliminary investigations revealed a wealth of 1987 data on drug use by Perth
teenagers - including school students - which required analysis. In
collaboration with the Health Department of Western Australia and the
National Centre for Drug Research - Curtin University - this data has now
been analysed and is the basis of a comprehensive report, which will soon be
available to all members of the House.

EDUCATION - HIGH SCHOOL
Northern Suburbs - Location Plans

1536. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Education:

Where is the next high school planned in the northern suburbs?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:

The next high school in the northern suburbs will be located in Heldon.

EDUCATION -GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS
Day-labour Cleaners -Fans and Light Fittings, Cleaning

Requirements

1537. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Education:

Are day-labour cleaners employed at Government schoois required to clean
ceiling fans, light fittings and exhaust fans located at the school and, if so, how
often are they cleaned?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:

No. Essential cleaning of these items may be undertaken by contract.

EDUCATION - GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS
Contract Cleaners - Fans and Light Fittings, Cleaning Requirements

1538. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Education:

Are cleaners uinder contract to Government schools required to clean ceiling
fans, light fittings and exhaust fans located at the school and, if so, how often
are they cleaned?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:

Yes. They are required to clean them annually in January as per the contract
specification.
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EDUCATION - HIGH SCHOOLS
Building Statistics

1540. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Education:

Which high schools were built during the years 1983 to 1989?
Dr LAWRENCE replied:

Ocean Reef

Roleystone OHS
Leeming
Woodvale

Austwalind

Padbury

Coodanup

South Lake - under construction.

EDUCATION - SCHOLASTIC APTITUDE TEST
Tertiary Institutions - Accredited Entry Requirement

1541. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Education:
Is the scholastic aptitude test accepted as an accredited entry requirement to
tertiary institutions in Western Australia?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:

No, the scholastic aptitude test is accepted by tertiary institutions in this State
only as a guideline or a confirmation of ability if presented in conjunction with
high school results and only if a high standard has been achieved in both.

EDUCATION MINISTRY - ZHEJIANG EDUCATION COMMISSION
Memorandum of Understanding - Current Developments

1542. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Education:
What is the current status of the developments proposed by the memorandum
of understanding between the Zhejiang Education Commission and the
Ministry of Education of Western Australia?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:

Sister State Relationship: ZhejianglWestern Australia: The Educational
Perspective

A memorandum of agreement between the Zhejiang Education Commission
and the Western Australian Ministry of Education was signed on 13
September 1988 and ratified on 3 December 1988. The agreement established
a program of teacher exchange visits for the purpose of curriculum and
professional development. Consistent wit the Australian Government's
desire to keep open lines of communication and maintain contact at all
possible levels with the Chinese community, educational exchanges between
Zhejiang and Western Australia have proceeded with the approval of the
Premier, Hon Peter Dowding. Activities that have already occurred are -

(1) December 1988 - January 1989
Four Western Australian language teachers studied Mandarin for six weeks at
Hangzhou University.

(2) April 1989
Six Western Australian teachers spent two weeks in H4angzhou collecting
curriculum material for language readers and an integrated studies program.

(3) July 1989
Visit to Hangzhou postponed until April 1990. Eight Western Australian
teachers will spend two weeks in Hangzhou collecting curriculum material to
support social studies units.
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(4) August 1989
Five Chinese educators spent two weeks in Western Australia collecting
support material for their textbook on our State.

(5) October 1989
Five Western Australian teachers spent two weeks in Hangzhou collecting
curriculum material in the areas of music, art and dramna.

(6) Early 1990
Five Chinese educators propose to visit Western Australia for two weeks and
look at vocational education facilities.
Through the continuation of this program there is a two way exchange of
educational information which promotes understanding and friendship
between educators and students in the two States.

EDUCATION MINSTRY - EMPLOYEES
Curriculum Department - Titles of Positions and Levels

1543. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Education:
What is the number of personnel, with tides of positions and levels of all
persons who are employed in the curriculum department of the Ministry of
Education in pernanent positions, part time positions, ternporary positions and
under contract?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:
POSMON LEVEL STATUS NUMBER
Director 9 P I
Manager 8 P 3
Senior Consultant 7 P 14
Co-ordinator 6 p I
Consultant 6 p 38
Project Consultant 6 p 3
Chief Graphic Designer 5 PI
Guidance Officer 5 p I
Producer 5 P 3
Senior Cataloguing Officer 5 P I
Senior Education Officer 5 p 14
Senior Evaluation Officer 5 P I
System Programmer 5 p I
Education Officer 4 P 97
Education Officer 4 P/T 0.4
Education Officer 4 P/T 0.6
Liaison Officer 4 P I
Pruject Leader 4 P 3
Technical Support 4PI
Admin Assistant 3PI
Co-ordinator 3 P I
Computer Programmer 3 P I
Library Technician 3 P I
Piano Technician (Sales) 3 P I
Senior Editor 3 P 2
Senior Photographer 3 P 1
Senior Aboriginal Officer 3 P I
Senior Graphic Designer 3 P 3
Senior Recordist 3 PI
Appraisal Officer 2/4 P 8
Appraisal Officer 214 PIT 0/5
Appraisal Officer 2/4 T 1
Librarian 2/4 P 9
librarian 2/4 PVT 0.5
librarian 2/4 T t
Librarian 4 PVT 0.2
Aboriginal Liaison Officer 2 p I
Admia Assistant 2 p 4
Camera Man 2 P 2
Editor 2 p i
Floor Manager 2 p I
Graphic Designer 2 P 7
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Photographer Consultant 2 pI
Piano Technician 2 PI
Recordist 2 p 4
Scheduling Officer 2 pI
Ships Engineer 2 p I
Storemnan 2 pI
Supervisor/Word Processing 2 PI
Broadcast Liaison I P I
Clerical Support I P 33
Clerical Support I T 3
Clerical Support I P/T 3@ 0.5
librayide I T I
Library Aide 1 p 14
Library Aide I PIT 3@00.5
Librry Technician I P 2
Producer Assistant I PI
Technical Assistant 1 P I
Early Childhood Officers 5 C 2
Progranorer I C I
P - Permianent
T -Temporary
PlT - Part Timne
C - Contra

EDUCATION -MINOR WORKS ALLOCATION
Items - District Offices, Allocation Formulda

1548. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Education:

Will the Minister advise in respect of minor works allocations -

(a) for what items is the allocation made;

(b) what formula is used in order to determine the allocation between the
district offices;

(c) is any allowance made for the age of the schools in the district?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:

(a) Buildings and grounds minor works, and furniture replacement. A typical
upper limit would be $25 000 to $30 000. The large majority would
approximate $2 000.

(b) District Funds = Rating for District x Total Allocation.
Total Rating

Rating for District =

Schools in District -+ Students in District
Total Statewide Schools Total Statewide Students x District Index

2

District index is based on the building trades loadings for towns within the
district.

(c) It is not in the formula used for the district funds. However, the age of schools
may be considered at district level.

ASSET MANAGEMENT TASK FORCE - SCHOOL SITES
Disposal or Sale - Listing

1549. Mr MacKINNON to the Treasurer:

(1) Would the Treasurer please list the existing proposed school sites that the
Asset Management Task Force has identified for disposal or sale?

(2) Would the Treasurer then list the other sites that the Asset Management Task
Force has identified for possible sale, and which fit the same category as listed
in (1).

4437



Mr PARKER replied:
(1)-(2)

The Asset Management Task Force is a subcommittee of Cabinet and it is not
appropriate to discuss its deliberations before they have been considered by
Cabinet.

MOTOR VEHICLES - GOVERNMENT
Vehicle 6QS 737 - Allocation Inquiry

1558. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Education:
(1) Has the investigation referred to by the Premier in question 608 of 1989 been

completed?
(2) If so, what was the outcome of that investigation?
Dr LAWRENCE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Government vehicle 6Q5 737 is allocated to a member of the Aboriginal

studies project ream of the Ministry of Education. The officer concerned
resides in Collie and travelled to Bunbury on Sunday, 16 April 1989 to make
arrangements with an officer of the Bunbury District Office on matters
relating to a proposed meeting the following day. On reaching Bunbwy, the
officer was advised that the district office representative was attending a
football match at Payne Park Oval. The officer spoke to the district office
representative at the oval for approximately 25 minutes and then departed.
While the preferred option is to utilise the telephone, occasions do arise when
it is preferable to have a meeting as was the situation in this instance.

EDUCATION - VARLEY PRIARY SCHOOL
Staff Room - Square Meterage Area

1568. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Education:
Referring to question 1484 of 1989 -

(a) what is the square meterage. area of the staff room/office at the Varley Primary
School; and

(b) when will a separate staifroom and office be constructed?
Dr LAWRENCE replied:
(a) 17.40 square metres.
(b) Actual construction will be dependent upon the school making a successful

application for minor works funding to the District Education Office.
EDUCATION - DANDARAGAN PRJIMARY SCHOOL

Teachers - Single Housing Accommodation, Construction Date
1577. Mrs EDWARDES to the Minister for Education:

Will the Minister advise when single housing accommodation will be built for
teachers at the Dandaragan Primary School?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:
The Ministry's request for housing at Dandaragan could not be met because of
the heavy demand for accommodation in northern and isolated towns.
However, the provision of a three bedroom house will be included in the
1990-91I building program proposals to be put to the Government Employees'
Housing Authority.

ELECTORAL ROLLS - GOVERNMENT ARRANGEMENTS
Annual Costs - Stare Savings

1583. Mr MENSAROS to the Miniister for Parliamentary and Electoral Reform.
What is the estimated cost saving per annum to the State as a result of the
arrangements between the Commonwealth and the Stare - signed on 20
October 1983 - regarding electoral rolls and connected matters?
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Mr PEARCE replied:

The Electoral Commissioner has informed me that there is no documentation
in the commission's offices which shows that any costings of savings were
calculated when the Electoral Amendment Act 1983 was drafted in 1983. It is
difficult to estimate the cost saving per annum to the State as a result of the
arrangement with the Commonwealth for the single enrolment procedure as,
under the 1983 arrangement, the State now shares equally with the
Commonwealth expenses relating to printing stationery and forms, habitation
reviews conducted in the State by the Australian Electoral Officer, and
postage.

Habitation reviews were not part of the functions of the old State Electoral
Department.

The cooperative arrangement with the Commonwealth has brought
considerable benefits to both the Commonwealth and the State in enrolment
operations. The single claim card and single acknowledgment has removed an
element of disruption and confusion to the public, resulted in more effective
use of manpower and in the overall has reduced the cost to the taxpayer.
However, the advantages are difficult to quantify in cost benefit terms.

Some indication of the general result since the Electoral Amendment Act 1983
came into effect on 26 January 1984 can be gauged from the reduction in staff
of the State Electoral Department in 1984 from 41 to the current staffing
establishment level of 35 in the Electoral Commission. Over the same period,
electoral enrolment has increased from 840 032 on 7 April 1984 to 946 506 as
at 1 November 1989. Some of the staff savings are attributable to other
efficiency measures introduced. It needs to be kept in mind that over the same
period from 1984 the Electoral Commission took over the major task of
maintaining electoral rolls for 138 local authorities.

AUSTRALIAN SECURITIES COMMISSION - APPOINTMENTS
Victorian Chairperson and Deputy Chairperson - Mandate

1584. Mr MENSAROS to the Minister representing the Attorney General:
Will it be mandatory for the new Australian Securities Commission, after
starting operation, to have a Victorian chairperson and deputy chairperson,
ignoring any applications from other States including Western Australia?

Mr D.L. SMITH replied:

Appointments to the Australian Securities Commission are matters for the
Commonwealth. I note, however, that a Sydney lawyer, Tony Harmnell, has
been appointed chairman of the commission.

HEALTH - BUNBURY REGIONAL HOSPITAL
Capital Works and Equipment - Expenditure

1590. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister for Health:

(1) How much money has been provided and spent at the Bunbury Regional
Hospital in the last six years on -

(a) capital works; and

(b) equipment?

(2) What was the money spent on?

Mr WILSON replied:

(1) (a) Nothing was spent through the Capital Works Program. However,
expenditure on upgrading the Bunbury Regional Hospital's laboratory
and blood clinic cost $115 000 during the period and was in addition to
building repairs and maintenance expenditure of $1 179 000.
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(b) $977000.
(2) The following major items have been purchased -

Sterilizer
X-ray equipment (C arm, major generator and X-ray

table)
Theatre table and light
PABX communications system
Laparoscope
Surgical pneumatic equipment
Qrthopaedic equipment
Emergency department equipment
Anaesthetic equipment
Incinerator
Hospital beds

Many other items of equipment of a relatively low dollar value have been
acquired by the hospital.

PAROLE BOARD - CONSTiTUTION
Charter - Responsibility

1591. Mr NICHOLLS to the Minister representing the Minister for Corrective Services:
(1) Who constitutes the Parole Board?
(2) What is the Parole Board's charter?
(3) To whom is the board answerable?
(4) What criteria are used to judge the board's performance?
(5) What are the members' qualifications?
(6) What proportion of the beneficiaries of the members' judgments do not repeat

violations?
(7) What proportion of offenders appearing before our courts for the second time

were not incarcerated after their first offence?
(8) What proportion of offenders receive the maximum, the mean and rnininmurn

sentence applicable to their crime?
(9) What proportion of serious crimes collated are perpetrated by juveniles?
Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
(1) See sections 21 to 23A of the Offenders Probation and Parole Act.
(2) See part m1, division 2 of the Offenders Probation and Parole Act.
(3) The Parole Board is an independent statutory authority established under the

Offenders Probation and Parole Act and is subject to judicial review.
(4) Section 34 of the Offenders Probation and Parole Act provides that the Parole

Board shall submit an annual report to the Mlinister, the content of which is
detailed in that section.

(5) Apart from the statutory appointments, the qualifications of the individual
members will vary depending on who is appointed to the board.

(6) Approximately 70 per cent of persons released on parole are not reimprisoned
during the parole period.

(7)-(8)
Such statistics are not kept by either the Parole Board or the Crown Law
Department.

(9) This part of the question should be directed to the Miniister for Community
Services-
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ANTI-RACIST LEGISLATION - LAW REFORM COMMISSION REPORT
Member's Dissenting View

1596. Mr COWAN to the Minister representing the Attorney General:
(1) Is the Minister aware that one of the members of the Law Reform Commission

has expressed a dissenting view in relation to the commission's report on anti-
racist legislation?

(2) Has that dissenting view been put in writing to the Minister or to the
commission chairman?

(3) If yes to (2), will the Minister table it?
Mr D.L. SMITH replied:
(1)-(2)

Yes.
(3) The report was tabled in Parliament on 31 October 1989.

TRAFFIC - SPEED LIMITS
Freeways - Rigorous Enforcement

1612. Mr GRAYDEN to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
(1) In view of the fact that -

(a) many motorists grossly exceed the 80 kph speed limit imposed at
congested sections of the freeway systemn;

(b) driving at excess speeds in the so-called "weaving" areas of the
freeway, such as those between the Narrows Bridge and Charles Street,
can be highly dangerous, particularly in wet conditions;

(c) if the present speeding excesses continue it will only be a matter of
time before a really serious multiple car accident occurs on the
freeway,

will the Minister ensure that speed limits on 80 kph sections of the freeway are
more rigorously enforced?

(2) What methods of speed limited enforcement are suitable for use in 80 kph
freeway areas during peak traffic periods?

(3) Is there any type of electronic equipment suitable for identifying individual
vehicles and recording their speeds which could be attached to overpasses in
the weaving areas of the freeway and which would facilitate the prosecution of
offending drivers?

Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1) The 80 kilometre per hour special limit of the freeway is currently being

enforced. However, the member's question has drawn his concerns to the
police's notice.

(2) Police patrols are conducted on all mornings and afternoons in the 80
kilometre per hour freeway areas during peak traffic periods. Because traffic
congestion imnits the speed of vehicles to below the permitted limit, speed
measuring equipment currently being used is not suitable to be employed
during peak periods.

(3) Yes. The Multanova 6F radar camera. However, without the benefit of
".owner onus" legislation, intended to be presented to this session of
Parliament, the use of this radar camera on the freeway would be human
resource intensive.

ASBESTOS - SCHOOLS
Review Committee

1613. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister for Education:
(1) What is the composition of the commrittee set up to review the asbestos

problems in schools?
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(2) Are any non-governmental employees included on the committee?
(3) If not, why not?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:

(1) The WA advisory committee on hazardous substances working party on
cement products consists of the following members -

Dr Bruce Armstrong
Commissioner of Health (Chairperson)

Dr Hugh Herbert
Chemistry Cent (WA)

Mr Paul Foley
Department of Occupational Health,
Safety & Welfare

Mr Noel Davies
Environmental Protection Authority
Mr Nick de Klerk
Brostatistician

NH & MRC Research Unit

Dr Psaila-Savona
Principal Medical Officer
Environmental Health
Health Department of WA

Dr A W Musk
Head
Department of Respiratory Medicine
Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital

Mr Michael Phillips
Centre for Advance
Studies of Health Science
Curtin University of Technology

Ms Fiona Percy
Working Party
Executive Officer
Health Department of WA

(2) Yes.
(3) 'Not applicable.

RESERVE 18723 - GAZE11'AL DATE
Nornalup Inlet - Incorporation Date

1620. Mr WATT to the Minister representing the Minister for Lands:

(1) (a) On what date was Reserve 18723 gazetted;
(b) what was its purpose?

(2) On what date was Nomalup Inlet incorporated into Reserve 18723?
(3) On what date was Reserve 18723 cancelled?

(4) (a) What is the land tenure of Broke Wnet;
(b) is it considered to be a tidal estuary;

(c) can it be reserved under provisions of the Land Act?

Mr D.L. SMITH replied:

(1) (a) 26 September 1924;

(b) national park.

(2) 4 November 1927.
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(3) 26 May 1972.
(4) (a) and (b)

As Broke Wnet is considered to be a tidal estuary it has no land tenure
as defined under the Land Act and would have the status of tidal
waters.

(c) No. The definition of 'Crown lands" in the Land Act does not permit
the reservation of lands covered by tidal waters below low water.

EDUCATION - SCHOOLS
Covered Areas - Budger, Capital Works Program

1628. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Education:

When can I expect an answer to question 849 of 1989?
Dr LAWRENCE replied:

This question was answered on Thursday, 2 November 1989.
PARAGON RESOURCES - AUSTRALIAN LABOR PARTY

Donation - Premier's Awareness
163 1. Mr MacK~fNNON to the Premier:

When did the Premier become aware of the $250 000 donation made by
Paragon Resources, an associate of RothwelUs, to the Australian Labor Party in
July of 1987?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

I am aware only of media reports about this matter.

HIORGAN, MR JOHN - GOVERNMENT EMPLOYMENT

1632. Mr MacKJNNON to the Premier:

(1) Does John Horgan currently hold any positions on Government or semi-
Government agencies or statutory authorities?

(2) If so, on which agencies is he represented?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(I) No.

(2) Not applicable.

HORGAN, MR JOHN - QANTAS
Director Appointment

1633. Mr MacKIN4NON to the Premier:

(1) When was John Horgan appointed a director of Qantas?
(2) Does he still hold that position?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1)-(2)
Qantas is wholly owned by the Federal Governiment. State Governments do
not have the right of nomination to its board. I have made inquiries and am
advised that Mr Horgan was appointed to that company's board on 15
September 1987.

JUVENTLE OFFENDERS -BUNBURY BOY
Fire Engine Theft -Charges

1634. Mr HASSELL to the Minister for Community Services:

(1) What charges have been laid against the 14 year old Bunbury boy who stole a
fire engine?

(2) What convictions were recorded for the offender?

(3) What penalties were applied?
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Mr D.L. SMITH replied:

(1) 1 x Unlawfully drove motor vehicle.
Ix Driving under the influence.

1 x No motor driver's licence.
1 x Wilfully drove a vehicle when circumstances dangerous to the public.
1 x Unlawfully drove motor vehicle - separate offence.

(2) Plea of guilty were entered on all charges in t Bumbury, Children's Court on
1 November 1989.

(3) Magistrate has remanded matter until 8 December 1989 for sentencing.
HEALTH - PRIVATE PATIENTS

Public Hospitals - Daily Cost
1635. Mr HASSELL to the Minister for Health:

(1) What is the daily cost to a private health patient who chooses to use a public
hospital?

(2) What is the cost to a person covered by Medicare?

Mr WILSON replied:

(1) Private Patients

(a) Same day patients $103 per day

(b) Other inpatients

Wi Single bed ward - if taken
at the request of the
pat ient $194 per day

(ii) Other wards $138 per day

(2) There is no charge for people admitted as public patients under Medicare.

JUVENILE OFFENDERS - "OPERATION SKIRT"'
Charges - Convictions and Penalties

1636. Mr HASSELL to die Minister for Police and Emergency Services:

(1) What charges have been laid against die juveniles apprehended in "Operation
Skirt"?

(2) What convictions were recorded for each offender?

(3) What penalties were applied?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1) A total of 194 charges have been preferred against juveniles in "Operation
Skidt" as follows -

166 x Stealing
21 x Receiving (stolen property)
2 x Unauthorised use of boats
t x Possession of cannabis
I x False pretences
I x Unlawful possession

Ix Unlawfully drive motor vehicle
I x No motor driver's licence

(2) Still pending court appearances.

(3) Answered by (2).
JUVENILE OFFENDERS - 'OPERATION SKIRT'

Charges - Convictions and Penalties

1637. Mr HASSELL to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
(1) What charges have been laid against the juveniles apprehended in "Operation

Skirt"?
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(2)

(3)
Mr

What convictions were recorded for each offender?

What penalties were applied?

TAYLOR replied:

See answer to question 1636.
JAMIESON, HON COLIN -FORMER MEMBER

Government Employment

1638. Mr MacKINrNON to the Premier:

(IL) Does lion Calin Jamieson, former member of the Legislative Assembly, hold
any positions within Government or Government agencies?

(2) If so, what payment does he receive for those positions?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) (i) Chairman, Metropolitan Cemeteries Board
$4 500 per annum
$600 expense allowance
Travel allowance for board related
business - Public Service rates.

(ii) Chairman, Fremantle Cemetery Board
$9? per half day meeting
Travel allowance for board related
business - Public Service rates.

(iii) Member, Betting Control Board
$73 per half day meeting.

(iv) Member, King Park Board - no payment.

HARMAN, MR JOHN - FORMER MEMBER
Government Employment

Mr MacKINNON to the Premier:

(1) Does Mr John Harman, former member and Speaker of the Legislative
Assembly, hold any positions within Government or Government agencies?

(2) If so, what payment does he receive for those positions?

Mr PETER DOWDlING replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) (i) Chairman, Commonwealth Games Task Force - $97 per half day
meeting.

(ii) Director, Australian Bicentennial Authority - no payment

TONKIN, HON ARTHUR - FORMER MEMBER
Government Employment

Mr MacKJNNON to the Premier:

(1) Does Hon Arthur Tonkin, a former member of the Legislative Assembly, hold
any positions within Government or Government agencies?

(2) If so, what payment does be receive for those positions?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

(1) Yes
(2) (i) Consultant to Minister for Police and Emergency Services on a review

of the Fire Brigades Act - $60 per hour.
(ii) Chairman, Swan River Coastal Plain Groundwater Advisory

Committee - $ 10 000 per three month period.

1639.

1640.
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DAIRYING - HARVEY FRESH
Licence Granting - Product Processing, Distribution and Sale

1643. Mr WAUT to the Minister for Agriculture:
(1) Has Harvey Fresh been granted a licence or licences for processing,

distribution and sale of market milk and/or milk products?
(2) If so, when was the licence approved?
(3) If yes to (1), is there any restriction on the area of distribution and/or sales as

currently applies to the two existing processing companies?
(4) Have any' other licences to other new processors been approved, or

applications been lodged for approval?
(5) Is the Harvey Fresh application for a joint venture or in any other way

financed or guaranteed by a leading national retailer?
Mr BRIDGE replied:

In September L987, the Dairy Industry Authority approved an application
from Sah Pry Ltd. trading as Harvey Fresh, for a dairy produce factory licence,
subject to compliance with the code of practice on dairy factory standards.
The authority also approved, in August 1989, applications for milk
distribution licences from Harvey Fresh which mirrored those issued to the
two established milk processing companies, Masters and Peters/Brownes.

(4) Two other applications have been lodged with the authority.
(5) Representatives associated with Harvey Fresh indicated "no".

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION - FLEURIS
PTY LTD

Port Kennedy Resort Development - Joint Venture Date
1645. Mr MacKINNON to the Premier:

(1) When did the Western Australian Development Corporation enter into the
joint venture with Fleuris Pry Ltd to establish a resort development at Port
Kennedy as referred to in question 1422 of 1989?

(2) What was the cost to the WADC for entering into the joint venture?
Mr PETER DOWDING replied:
(1) The joint venture between Pleadis Pty Ltd and Western Australian

Development Corporation to establish a resort development at Port Kennedy
was fonned on 20 November 1987.

(2) No initial cost was involved but WADC was required to contribute from the
date of execution of the agreement the first $200 000 in respect of project
development costs and thereafter equally with Fleuris Pty Ltd.

SALT FARMING PROJECT - ONSLOW AREA
Environmental Approvals - Government Approval

1646. Mr MacKJ[NNON to the Minister for Resources Development:
(1) Has the Government approved in principle and subject to environmental

approvals the salt fanning project near Onslow referred to in question 1425 of
1989?

(2) If so, when were those approvals given?
(3) At what stage is the environmental approval process wit respect to this

project?
(4) When is it expected the environmental matters will either be accepted or

rejected by the Government?
(5) If the project is to proceed, what will be the total capital investmnent involved

in the project?
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(6) Should the project proceed, what is the estimated number of employees
required to service the project?

(7) From where will the salt be exported and will any capital works be necessary
in the port to improve the facility to enable the export to proceed?

Mr PARKER replied:

(1) No such approval has been either sought or given.

(2) Not applicable.

(3) The environmental review and management program (ERMP) is in
preparation.

(4) It is not possible to set accurate dates at this stage. However, the proponent
hopes to complete the ERMP by the end of 1989. This will be followed by the
due process of public review and EPA evaluation.

(5) Total capital investment is estimated to be $55 million.

(6) An estimated 63 employees will be required for operation of the salt works.
(7) The salt would be shipped from Onslow. The proposal entails the construction

of a new ship loading facility.
CHECKPOINTS - NORTHERN AGRICULTURAL

Eastern Agricultural - Manning Hours
1649. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Agriculture:

(1) During what hours of the day is the northern agricultural checkpoint manned?

(2) During what hours of the day is the eastern agricultural checkpoint manned?

Mr BRIDGE replied:

(1) 95 hours per week on a random basis during daylight hours between 1 April
and I December.

(2) 24 hours per day throughout the year.

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS - ADMINISTRATION CHANGES
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders Commission Bill

1650. Mr MacKJN4NON to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:

(1) What changes, if any, will be made in Western Australia to the administration
of Aboriginal affairs as a consequence of the passage of the Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islanders Commission Bill through the Federal Parliament?

(2) When will those changes be implemented?

Dr LAWRENCE replied:

(1) A review of the Aboriginal Affairs Planning Authority (AAPA) Act 1972 is
currently being undertaken prior to seeking Cabinet approval to introduce
proposals for amendments to the Act.

One purpose of the proposed amendments will be to mirror the demographic
and geographic divisions envisaged within ATSIC legislation in the
administrative areas for State responsibilities. This will become necessary
upon proclamation of the ATSIC legislation in the immediate future.
At the same time, the Government is reviewing the role of the AAPA. it is
expected that together these reviews will lead to a more effective mechanism
for consultation with Aboriginal people of Western Australia than presently
exists. In turn, this will result in the State taking a proactive and more
coordinated position in the areas of policy development and program
initiatives,

(2) Amendments to the legislation are planned for introduction during the autumn
session of Parliament and changes in the role and functioning of the AAPA are
expected to be in place for the commencement of the 1990- 91 financial year.
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STATE GOVERNrvMNT IN'SURANCE CONvflSSION - SPEDLEY SECURITIES
LTD

Collapse - Deposits Payment, Liquidator's Advice
1653. Mr HASSELL to the Treasurer:

(1) Further to question 521 of 1989, has the liquidator for Spedley Securities
given the Treasurer advice as to when the payment in respect of the deposits
with the Spedley group might be received?

(2) Has the Treasurer been advised as to the estimated loss of income to the State
Government Insurance Commu-ission in respect of the deposits with the
Spedley group?

Mr PARKER replied:

(I) There has been no communication between me and the liquidator as the mat-ter
is one for the SCIC. While a proof of debt has been lodged by the State
Government Insurance Commuission, and a committee of inspection having
been formed by the creditors, the official liquidator has not forecast the timing
of a future distribution. It is not expected that any return will be received in
the current, 1989-90 financial year.

(2) The latest report to creditors issued from the official liquidator, Mr l.B.
Harkness, Peat Marwick Hungerfords, was 15 September 1989. The State
Government Insurance Commission advises this indicated an estimated return
to unsecured creditors will range between 210 and 70 in the dollar. No further
information is yet to hand from the liquidator, and no account has yet been
determined as to any other action that might be taken by the State Government
Insurance Commission to pursue any legal remedy that may be available. The
appropriate proof of debt has now been lodged.

TANNERY - LOT 215 GAVINS ROAD, BOYANUP
Rezoning Application - Company Responsibility

1660. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister for Environment:

With reference to the original letter of intent to apply for the rezoning of lot
215 Gavins Road, Boyanup for a proposed tannery -

(a) which company made the application;

(b) who signed the letter;

(c) is it possible to have a copy of the letter by the proponents of the
tannery to the Environmental Protection Authority?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(a) ASEA Brown Boveri Pty Ltd advised the Environmental Protection Authority
that the company proposed to sponsor the setting up of a tannery project on
that site.

(b) Corporate General Manager, Western Australia.

(c) The letter of referral should be sought from the company.

COMMUNITY SERVICES DEPARTMENT - BILL PAYING SERVICES
Purpose - Budget Allocation

1662. Mr OMODEI to the Minister for Community Services:

(1) Will the Minister derail the purpose of the Department for Community
Services bill paying service?

(2) What was the Budget allocation for the Department for Community Services
bill paying service for -

(a) 1985-86;
(b) 1986-87;
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(c) 19 87-88;
(d) 1988-89?

Mr D.L. SMITH ,replied:
(1) The purpose of the bill paying service is to assist social security pensioners

and beneficiaries to put aside a portion of their incomes to ensure regular
household accounts do not go into arrears. This service is achieved by a
mutual warrantee agreement between the client and this department.

(2) Nil.
HOUSING - HOMESWEST

Rental Accommodation - Waiting Lists
1665. Mr LEWIS to the Minister for Housing:

What was the official number of applications on the Homeswest waiting lists
for rental accommodation as at 31 October 1989?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
As at 31 October 1989 there were 16 824 applications waiting for rental
accommodation. A review is presently being undertaken to ascertain the
number of applicants an the list who are still interested and eligible.

HOUSING - KEYSTART HOME LOANS SCHEME
Financiers' - Government Surety

1666. Mr LEWIS to the Minister for Housing:
(1) What guarantees, comfort agreements, indemnities or other forms of surety

have been given or issued by any Government agency to financiers, scheme
managers, trustees or any other persons, companies or entities to do with the
Keystart home loan scheme from the commencement of Keystart to 31
October 1989?

(2) What was the date of issue and what is the indemnified amount of each
allocation or agreement of such guarantees or indemnities as referred to in (1)?

Mrs BEGGS replied:
(1) Pursuant to the short term structured documents, a.deed of indemnity was

given to National Mortgage Market Corporation, as stated in my reply to
question 1503.

(2) 6 October 1989 - with the indenified amount being $73.9 ilion as at 31
October 1989. This indemnity will be cancelled in early December 1989,
when the documentation for the long term structure has been finalised and
executed.

HOUSING - HOMESWEST
Home Loan Scheme - Loan Amount

1667. Mr LEWIS to the Minister for Housing:
What is the aggregate amount of moneys loaned under the Hoineawest home
loan scheme from I July 1989 to 31 October 1989?

Mrs B EGGS replied:
The amount of moneys loaned under Homeswest's various loan schemes from
1 July 1989 to 31 October 1989 was $24.3 milion, which included
$4.1 milion through termination societies.

GOVERNMENT ADVERTISING - "WORLD PLANNING DAY"
The West Australian Newspaper - Cost

1668. Mr LEWIS to the Minister for Planuning:
What was the total cost of the full page advertisement appearing in The West
Australian newspaper on Tuesday, 7 November 1989, to do with "World
Planning Day"?
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Mrs BEGGS replied:

$9 289.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

POLICE - DEPUTY COMMSSIONER INVESTIGATION
Western Australia - Fitzgerald-type Royal Commission Need

289. Mr MacKINNON to the Premier:

As it has now been revealed and admitted that senior police are spying on each
other, will the Premier concede that Western Australia urgently needs a
Fitzgerald-type Royal Commission with wide terms of reference?

Mr PETER DOWDING replied:

I am rather shocked by that question, because I know that the Liberal Party
and the National Party politicians in Queensland have never been able to
understand the issue of the separation of powers. When the Liberal Party was
in power in Western Australia, Ministers like the member for Cottesloe chased
public servants around Western Australia to try to destroy their careers
because he did not approve of their politics. He never understood the
importance of having a Police Force where operational matters were not the
subject of political direction. In this State police matters arc not subject to
political direction and they should not be.

For the Opposition to criticise the Commissioner of Police because of steps
taken by the police in this matter, and suggest that a Royal Commission
should be set up is nonsense. The Minister for Police and Emergency Services
has told me and the public that some time ago the Commissioner of Police
informed him that the police internal affairs unit was taking some action in
respect of Deputy Commissioner Peters -

Mr Lewis: How long ago?

Mr PETER DOWDING: Wait a minute. Mr Taylor has said today - and it is
absolutely correct - that he has no part to play in police operational matters.
However, in view of the very senior rank of the officers involved, it was
proper that the commissioner should inforn him of his action. Mr Taylor, the
Minister for Police and Emergency Services, has told me and the public that
he is satisfied that the commissioner's actions are proper and within his
authority, and he has the Minister's support. The commissioner has given the
Minister an assurance of the legality and propriety of the basis and the conduct
of his investigations. But the role of being the watchman and of supervising
the propriety of police actions is not a political one.

Mr Wart: Why did the commissioner not refer it to the Ombudsman?

Mr PETER DOWDING: Is the member attacking the commissioner?

Several members interjected.
Mr PETER DOWDING: The Leader of the Opposition is making these sotto voce

comments. Is he being heard to attack the commissioner?

Mr Macinnon: Will you have a Royal Commission? That is the question.

Mr PETER DOWDING: The Cabinet is not responsible for overseeing the propriety
of the police. It is not the role of the Minister for Police and Emergency
Services to do that, it is the Ombudsman who has a statutory duty to oversee it
and report to Parliament. As the Minister for Police and Emergency Services
has said today, Mr Peters has made no complaint to the Minister about the
operations of the Police Department or the investigation, arid he has the right
to pursue the matter through the Ombudsman. I can say to the H-ouse and to
the public that if people think that Ministers or the Cabinet should be involved
in the operational matters of the police, they are sadly mistaken. We are not
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left without someone to supervise these issues. If the Opposition has no faith
in the Ombudsman it should say so. The Government has faith in him, and the
Ombudsman is the person to whom persons with complaints should direct
them.

ADVERTISING STANDARDS COUNCIL - TOBACCO INSTITUTE OF
AUSTRALIA

Misleading Advertisement - Minister's Complaint
290. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister for Health:

Can the Minister advise the House whether a weekend newspaper correctly
reported that he has complained to the Advertising Standards Council about a
recent advertisement placed in The West Australian by the Tobacco Institute
of Australia?

Mr WILSON replied:

I amn pleased to be able to confirm that I have written to the Advertising
Standards Council following what appeared to be a deliberately misleading
advertisement authorised by the Tobacco Institute of Australia in Friday's The
West Australian.

Mr Court: I hope you have more luck than I had when I wrote to the council about
your misleading advertising on water rates.

Mr WILSON: The Deputy Leader of the Opposition is casting aspersions on the
council.

Mr Court; No; on your advertising.

Mr WILSON: The advertisement blatantly offends against both the advertising code
of ethics and the cigarette advertising code. The advertisement makes the
false assertions, "From the raising of the price of cigarettes - .- the Dowding
Government is set to reap around $90 million a year in a tax windfall' and
"Plough back a mere $5 million into sport". As members wil be aware - the
Tobacco Institute most certainly is aware of this - the truth is that the increase
in the tobacco tax is expected to raise $28 million in a full financial year. Of
this, $9 million will be allocated to the Health Promotion Foundation and the
balance will go some way towards meeting the costs to the community of
treating tobacco related disease, which in Western Australia at present is
$112 million a year is and expected to rise to almost $150 million a year by
1992-93. One has only to ask, how can an organisation which insists that
self-regulation is preferable to legislation be trusted to regulate itself if this
misleading advertising is a sample of its product?

ASSET MANAGEMENT TASK FORCE - PUBLIC PROPERTY
Disposal Proc rise

291. Mr COWAN to the Deputy Premnier:

I refer to the reported disposal of some public property, and ask -

(1) Is the Deputy Premier able to give advice to the House on the practices
which will be followed in the disposal of those public assets?

(2) Will adequate notice be given to the public before their disposal?

(3) Will an indication be given of whethe r the property will be sold by
auction, by tender, or after an expression of interest has been called
for?

An Opposition member: In the middle of the night!

Mr PARKER replied:

(1 )-(3)
That interjection was extraordinary, because when I announced the
creation of the Asset Management Task Force in June, all those
matters were addressed. They included firstly the mechanism by
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which we would assess whether a particular property was surplus to
requirements. That involved full consultation with the department or
agency concerned to make sure the asset was surplus to requirements
or if there was some other reason for it to be disposed of.
Secondly, it was made clear that the asset management task force
would be a fully accountable body in the sense that its officers would
be public servants; the task force is to report to a council which in turn
will report to Cabinet; and decisions would be made by Cabinet
Ministers who are answerable to this House. Thirdly, the process to be
undertaken by the asset management task force in the disposal of
property, except where it was disposing of property to other
Government agencies where there has been a longstanding practice of
favouring Government agencies and sometimes local government as
well, will be a public one. The Cabinet decision which set up the asset
management cask force and the announcements made about it at the

*.time indicated that with those exceptions - such as sales not by other
Government agencies but to other Government agencies, or perhaps to
local government - any disposal would be by way of due public
process. That was specified to be either by way of auction or by some
fonn of tendering process. If there were to be - and I cannot envisage
such a circumstance - some deviation from that, it would be announced
as such. As it happens, all the properties offered for sale have been
dealt with in that way. It is the intention of the Government that all of
them will be dealt with in that way unless some exceptional
circumstance arises, in which case the public and the Parliament will
be advised. I know of no such circumstance likely to arise in the
future.

GRAIN TRANSPORT - FIVE YEAR AGREEMENT
Signed Agreement

292. Dr GALLOP to the Minister for Transport:
Does the Minister for Transport stand by his answer to question without notice
278?

Mr PEARCE replied:
I thank the member for that question. Question without notice 278 came from
the Gilbert and Sullivan chorus of people shouting. "But an agreement was not
signed" on the last sitting day, 2 November. As I promised the Leader of the
Opposition, [ checked all the files and documents in regard to this matter. I
gave the Leader of the Opposition an undertaking that I would apologise to the
House if I were wrong in any of my statements.

Mr Blaikie: Is this confession time?
Mr PEARCE: No. People may not remember the background of this matter,

although I would have thought it was indelibly engraved on everybody's
consciousness. The member for Moore asked a question which basically
alleged I had put out a Press release saying that an historic five year agreement
on transport had been signed. I have the media statement with me for tabling
in this place and it in fact says -

An historic five-year agreement on grain transport has been reached by
Wescrail, Co-operative Bulk Handling, the Australian Wheat Board
and the Grain Pool of Western Australia.

When I said to the member that he had added in the word "signed" and that it
was not in my statement, that was the truth. I seek leave to table that media
statement.

[See paper No 570.]
Mr PEARCE: In addition, the Leader of the Opposition pointed out that I had said in

answer to an earlier question that my understanding was that an agreement
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had been signed. That is what got the Gilberts and Sullivans on the other side
going. On 24 October an agreement was reached by the Grain Freight
Steering Committee, the negotiators, and Westrail. That was put into a
statement of intent which starts off -

This statement is agreed between Westrail and the Grain Freight Steering
Commnittee.

It is signed by the Commissioner for Westrail and by Mr Gayfer, the acting
chairman of the Grain Freight Steering Committee. I seek leave to table that
signed agreement for the information of members.

(See paper No 57 1.]

Mr PEARCE: Mr Gayfer is known to members on the other side of the House and I
point out to Liberal members who were singing on the last occasion - very
badly and not much in time - that they should have paid a little more attention
to the sotto voce comments of members of the National Party who know much
more about this matter than do members of the Liberal Parry. The member's
question said that it was clear no agreement was signed and therefore there
have been no benefits to date for grain producers. Let me tell the member that
he asked the question on 2 November but the new freight agreement to reduce
rates came into effect on 1 November.

POLICE - SPECIAL SURVEILLANCE UNIT
Responsibility

293. Mr MacKINNON to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:

(1) Is a unit within the Police Force responsible for the special surveillance of
approved citizens, including the tapping of their telephones?

(2) If yes, who is directly responsible for the operations of this unit?

Mr TAYLOR replied:

(1)-(2)
While the Minister for Transport was answering the previous question I was
making an aside to the Deputy Premier to consider the analogy of the Gilbert
and Sullivan opera, "The Pirates of Penzance" where the song goes. "The
policeman's lot is not a happy one". Today a policeman's lot is sometimes
difficult. It is also a difficult timne for the Commissioner of Police, Deputy
Commu-issioner Peters and also myself as Minister. However, these things
must be faced and I think the sooner this matter can be resolved, the better it
will be for everyone involved, including Deputy Commissioner Peters. On the
matter raised by the Leader of the Opposition, the Police Force undertakes a
whole range of activities in Western Australia, whether it be by using
uniformed officers, plain clothed officers, the Bureau of Criminal Intelligence,
the internal investigators or the internal affairs people. Therefore it is difficult
to say yes or no to any of the points raised by the Leader of the Opposition. In
order to get a proper answer from the police and the Commissioner of Police, I
ask the Leader of the Opposition to put that question on notice and I will give
him a considered answer.

CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY - LONG SERVICE LEAVE SCHEME
Contribution Levy - Minister's Intentions

294. Dr WATSON to the Minister for Labour:

Can the Minister advise the House of his intentions with regard to the levy on
contributors to the construction industry portable paid long service leave
scheme?

Mr T'ROY replied;

Yes I can inform the member and the House of a further significant reduction
in this area. I recently approved a recommendation fromn the Construction
Industry Long Service Leave Payments Board to reduce the contribution rate
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to the scheme from two per cent to 1.7 per cent. The construction industry
long service leave payments board, which is tripartite in nature, has on the
advice of its actuaries recommended that the decrease in the employer
contribution rate take effect from 1 January 1990. In a full year this will
reduce the costs of the scheme to the construction industry by approximately
$1 million and is further evidence of the success of the tripartite policies this
Government has sought to foster since assuming office in 1983.
This is the second reduction in the rate since the scheme commenced in 1987.
The rate was reduced from three per cent to two per cent in 1988 and of the
33 500 people currently registered with the scheme, 11 500 have already
accrued a direct benefit. They are the people who have credits with more than
one employer. Prior to the inception of the scheme in L987, these people
would have lost their long service leave on transferring their employment. I
have already moved a motion in this House to amend the Act, which extends
its coverage to other areas. Again that is supported by the tripartite parties. I
anticipate, in view of the pleasing result to which I have just referred,
bipartisan support from the Opposition on this issue.

POLICE - DEPUTY COMMISSIONER
Telephone Tapping - Minister's Awareness

295. Mr COURT to the Minister for Police and Emergency Services:
(1)y When did the Minister become aware that the telephones of the Deputy

Commissioner of Police, Frank Peters, were being tapped?
(2) Did the Minister approve of this operation?
Mr TAYLOR replied:
(1)-(2)

I have never said that I was aware that the telephones of the Deputy
Commissioner of Police were being tapped. If the Deputy Leader of the
Opposition has any evidence of that he should immediately make it available -

Mr Macinnon: When did you become aware?
Mr TAYLOR: I am just telling the Leader of the Opposition. I have never been

aware of any allegations in respect of telephone capping. If the Deputy Leader
of the Opposition is making those allegations, he had better take them to the
police quick smart, or to the Australian Federal Police, and they will deal with
it. I have never been aware of any allegation or suggestion of telephone
tapping in relation to the Deputy Commissioner of Police, Mr Frank Peters.

COURT OF DISPUTED RETURNS - CURRENT CASE
Completion - Pre-Federal Elections

296. Mr CATANIA to the Minister for Parliamentary and Electoral Reform:
Wil the cases currently before the Court of Disputed Returns be settled prior
to the next Federal election?

Mr PEARCE replied:
Mr Speaker -

Mr Cowan: It depends when the next election is.
Mr PEARCE: It is very much a matter for the people in the Liberal Party to decide

whether these cases will be pressed in the courts, and, as the Leader of the
National Party rightly stated, for the Prime Minister to decide when the next
election is to be called.
I understand that the cases before the court are causing some discomfort for
Liberal Parry Federal candidates. I have with me a letter from Mr Filing, who
is the Liberal Party candidate for the Federal seat of Moore. It is a letter that
was sent out to teachers asking them to attend a function he was organising.
In the third last paragraph he states the following -
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Because of the currnt controversy aver the "Sausage Sizzle Affair"
we feel obliged to charge $10 should you choose to stay for
refreshmnents.

Refreshments were a wine and cheese session at the school. I have to say that
wine and cheese may be served at schools only with the direct approval of the
Minister for Education.

Dr Lawrence: I have not been approached about the matter, as far as I can recall.
Mr PEARCE: So, the candidate will be serving liquor in the school, which is against

the law. Also, the Liberal candidate says he feels obliged to take that course
of action because of previous controversies, rather than the fact that it is
against the law, which is the Liberal Party position on this matter.

Mr Clarko: It is not against the law because no writ has been issued.
Mr PEARCE: We are dealing with a Federal Act, not a State Act. It is rather

substantially dishonest to pretend that the only reason they were obliged to
charge $10 was the controversy that the Liberal Party had created. Also, I say
to Mr Filing, and I can say this from personal experience, that unless the wine
and cheese that members of the Liberal Par-ty serve have changed since I was a
member, it will certainly not be worth $10. There is no compulsion for
profiteering within the State and Federal Acts and I hope the Minister for
Education will have the matter of liquor being served at a school drawn to her
attention, and I hope the Minister for Consumer Affairs might look at the
exorbitant levy involved.

ROADS - SENATE SELECT COMMITTEE
Establishment

297. Mr COWAN to the Minister for Transport:
(1) Is the Minister aware that the Senate has est~bished a Select Comnmittee to

inquire into the condition of roads throughout Australia?
(2) Is it the State Government's intention to make a submission to that inquiry?
(3) If yes, can the Minister assure the House that any such submission will

emphasise in the strongest possible terms the extent to which Western
Australian motorists object to being ripped off by Canberra's fuel taxes?

(4) Can he also assure the House that the submission will call for a higher and
specific percentage of Federal fuel taxes to be returned to roads and that the
decision about where road funding should be applied is the constitutional
responsibility of this Parliament and not the Federal Government?'

Mr PEARCE replied:

1 am aware that the Senate committee has been established, but it is not the
Government's intention to provide a submission to the committee. The State
has taken a different and much more effective action in establishing a task
force on Western Australian roads. This comprises representatives of the
Main Roads Department, the Country Shires Association, the Local
Government Association and the Royal Automobile Club; this group will put
together a very expensively produced research document on the stare of
Western Australian roads and their future requirements. This task force has
been funded jointly by the Government and the associations, which have
provided $40 000 or $50 000 each, except for the Royal Automobile Club
which prefers to run advertisements in the Daily News. Once that task force
has finalised its report, I will direct its findings to the Federal Government. It
is a matter of speaking to the organ grinder rather than the monkey in going
straight to the Federal Goverrnent and not stopping on the way to see the
monkey because the. work being done in Western Australia is liely to be
substantially better than that done by the Senate committee.

4455



4456 [ASSEMBLY]

RAILWAY SERVICE - ALBANY
Election Commitment - Government Intention

298. Mr WATT to the Minister for Transport:
Following the commitment given during the recent State election campaign to
introduce a passenger train service to Albany during the summer months and
tourist season, I ask the Minister -
(1) Is it still the Government's intention to provide the service this year?
(2) If so, when will it commence and how long will it run?
(3) Does Westrail have the required rolling stock or have access to rolling

stock?
(4) What is the estimated number of passengers per trip required to cover

costs?
(5) Ifthe service is not to proceed, why not and why has no announcement

been made?
Mr PEARCE replied:
(04-5)

It is a bit much for the member to ask this question after he stuck a copy of it
in my hand at the beginning of question time as it is most unlikely that I would
have the figures in my mind such as the estimated number of passengers per
trip required to cover costs.

Mr Watt: I thought you would know that.
Mr PEARCE: I appreciate the vote of confidence in me, but it was not justified in

this case. However, the position at the moment is that lain discussing the
matter with Westrail and the 1-otharn Valley Railway as to the feasibility of
introducing such a service. I hope it will be possible to conclude those
discussions in the next few weeks, at which time an announcement will be
made.

ST GEORGE'S TERRACE PROPERTY - MINISTER OF THE CROWN
Perth Entrepreneur - Discussions, Newspaper Article

299. Mr HASSELL to the Deputy Premier:
I amn sure the Deputy Premier is familiar with the business section in The West
Australian of 4 November concerning discussions between a Governm-ent
Minister and a Perth entrepreneur dealing with property in St George's
Terrace. I ask him -

(1) Does he acknowledge that he was the Minister concerned and that Mr
Holmes a Court was the entrepreneur with whom he held discussions
regarding the property deals?

(2) What was the proposal that he put to Mr Holmes a Court?

(3) What was the interest of the State in making the proposal?

(4) Is the Government involved with business dealings with the
consultancy business run by Mr Kevin Edwards and Mr Tony Lloyd?

Mr PARKER replied:

The ankile to which the member for Coatesloe referred was firom the "Herd on
the Terrace' column, a column which is not noted for its accuracy. The article
did not refer to the people involved in the alleged conversation, but the
cartoon which lay adjacent to the article was - so I amn told by those who study
these things - a close representation of Mr Holmes a Court and me, as seen by
a cartoonist. As a result of that, and because I had no recollection of such a
conversation, I went to The West Australian finance editor and to the editor
and asked whether my supposition that we were the two people
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depicted was correct, and I was told chat we were. It was interesting that
subsequent editions had rme claiming that I was the person involved in the
conversation, when in fact I had asked whether I was the person in the
cartoon. I received a call earlier in the week from one of the gentlemen
involved with the newspaper who asked me whether Mr Edwards had acted in
any way in the sale of our interests in buildings in the Wesuralia Square
project.

Mr Macinnon: What do you mean when you say "outs"?
Mr PARKER: I meant the buildings which were 70 per cent owned by the SOIC and

30 per cent owned by the Government Employees Superannuation Board,
which was publicised on many occasions.
[ indicated that Wr Edwards was not acting for us in any regard in that matter.
The journalist then asked me whether Mr Edwards was acting for anybody
else in the muter and I said that I did not know and that it was not my
business. However, I did assure him that the Government had no interest
whatsoever in any of the other aspects of the site and that if Mr Edwards was
acting for someone else that was their and his concern. It was never put to me
that there had been any discussion between me and Mr Holmes a Court.
However, while it is true that I talk to Mr Homes a Court regularly about a
range of matters, particularly pertaining to the Art Gallery, I have not had such
a conversation wit him as outlined in the article. I confirmed that to him and
I again confirmt it to him today that that article bears no relationship to any
conversation I[can recall having with Mr Holmes a Court about those matters.
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